
Zoysia Matrella Ideal Facing 
for Traps at Indian Creek 

By O. J. NOER 

RF . (Red) Lawrence a t Indian Creek 
« CC, Miami Beach, Fla., and the 

m e m b e r s of t h a t club have never liked the 
B u r m u d a turf on the f a c e of t r a p s ad-
j acen t to the greens . 

B e r m u d a g r a s s is an aggress ive grower . 
I t c reeps down into the t r a p and defea t s 
the intended purpose of t h e t r ap . P layers 
p lay the ball exact ly as t hey do f r o m the 
apron . They roll t h e ball on to the green 
w i t h a pu t t e r . Exploding out of the t r a p 
is unnecessary . 

The aggress iveness of B e r m u d a g ra s s is 
a d r a w b a c k f r o m the ma in t enance s tand-
point . W o r k m e n spend m u c h t ime weed-
ing it ou t of the t r aps . 

Some yea r s ago, L a w r e n c e decided to 
do someth ing about t u r f on the face of 
these t r aps . He noticed the slow spread of 
Zoysia Matre l la in the n u r s e r y and though t 
i t m i g h t be the best a n s w e r . As a s t a r t e r , 
he p u t a n a r r o w s t r i p of Zoysia Matre l la 
sod a long the edge of t h e double t r a p be-
side t h e s ix th green. Zoysia proved to be 
ideal a n d the solution t o the problem in 
every respec t . The o v e r h a n g was ideal and 
g r o w t h down into the t r a p no longer a 
problem. 

The p lan a t Indian Creek is to face all 
t r a p s a r o u n d the g reens w i t h Zoysia Ma-
t re l l a sod. P r e s e n t p r ac t i ce is to imbed 
one layer of nondescr ip t sod in an upside 
down posit ion. Zoysia Mat re l l a spr igs or 
s tolons a r e p lanted be tween i t and the 
top s t r i p s of Zoysia M a t r e l l a sod. P lan t -
ing Zoysia stolons be tween the two sod 
layers ha s t ens development of the over-
hang . 

The n a r r o w s t r ip of Zoysia Mat re l la sod 
fo r the top layer comes f r o m a Zoysia 
Mat re l l a nu r se ry which is solid turf cut 
exac t ly l ike the aprons . A l t e r n a t e s t r ips 
a re l i f ted f r o m the nu r se ry , soil is re-
placed to level the s u r f a c e a n d Zoysia is 
allowed to spread a n d re-cover the a rea . 

A p a r t of the n u r s e r y is allowed to 
g r o w w i t h o u t c u t t i n g t o produce addi-
t ional g r o w t h . Sod f r o m i t is shredded to 
provide spr igs or s tolons f o r p lan t ing be-
tween t h e two sod layers . Lawrence 

th inks the use of shredded stolons desir-
able bu t not absolutely necessary. 

There is no reason why Zoysia Matre l la 
should not do equally well a s a greens 
t r a p fac ing on o ther courses where fa i r -
w a y turf is Be rmuda grass . 

The accompany ing pictures show the 
original Zoysia f ac ing established several 
y e a r s ago, a n o t h e r which is a y e a r old, 
and a g reen ' s newly planted one. 

Six Different Courses in 
New 27-Hole Fee Course 

Morey's G&CC, Milford, Mioh., will have 
in p lay next m o n t h a new 27-hole fee 
course es tab l i shment tha t is the first new 
course built in the Detroi t a r ea since the 
'20s. 

Ed Morey, owner of the course, has 
spen t about $50,000 on the cons t ruc t ion 
which was m a d e to his design and which 
w a s built by Haro ld Beagle and Sons 
unde r Morey 's supervision. 

Work s t a r t ed on the new course Nov 
1, 1954. 

The course is laid out in t h r ee 9s: 
Red nine - P a r 35 2840 yds. 
Blue nine - P a r 39 3790 yds. 
Whi te n ine - P a r 34 3125 yds. 

Nine of the 27 holes a re w a t e r holes. 
F a i r w a y s a re divided by large t rees ap-
proximate ly 30 f t . in height. The course 
w a s cut out of v i rg in woods, wi th a 16 f t . 
wide, 6 f t . deep creek winding th rough 
the layout . 

The combinat ion of 9s will enable golf-
e r s to play 6 d i f ferent pa r s : 68, 70 78 
73, 74, and 69. 

The 27 hole layout will permi t leagues 
and t o u r n a m e n t s the exclusive use of 18 
holes. 

Sa tu rdays , Sundays , and holidays one 
set of 9 holes will be reserved fo r ladies 
only. 

The r a t e s will be based on a 9 hole ra te , 
thereby e l iminat ing the usual compla in t 
of pay ing an 18 hole r a t e w i t h only 
enough t ime f o r a 9 hole play. 



Top left—Zoysia matrella was used along the edge of this trap first. The overhang is good and 
the sand below stays clean. This is not true of the Bermudagrassed part at the extreme right. 
The overhang is just as effective as sheep's fescue in the north. Center left—Close-up of zoysia 
matrella facing on top edge of trap alongside green. Lower left—Another zoysia matrella facing 
on top edge of trap alongside a green. Top right—Mowing edge of zoysia matrella-faced trap 
with triplex-type mower. Center right—Newly sodded and planted edge of trap. Top strip is 
zoysia matrella sod from nursery. Zoysia matrella stolons inserted between the top and layer 
below. Lower right—Close-up of newly sodded and stolon planted edge of trap alongside green. 


