
job.' ' There a re var ious causes for turf fai l-
u re over which the super in tendent h a s no 
control. 

Severe ex t remes of w e a t h e r m a y be more 
t han a n y man can cope with. This w a s so 
t rue in 1955. 

The re m a y be "bui l t - in" problems, mis-
t akes in design and cons t ruc t ion t h a t m u s t 
be corrected before i t is possible to main-
tain g ras s . 

Somet imes the super in tenden t knows 
w h a t should be done b u t cannot do it be-
cause of lack of money, equipment , m a t e r -
ials or labor. 

Before blaming any one person it is well 
to s tudy the s i tua t ion t o be sure the cause 
f o r fa i lure has been identified correct ly. 
Almost as good as knowing all t he an-
swers yourself is to k n o w someone who 
can help you find t h e a n s w e r s and to help 
you ident i fy t roubles in t ime. 

* * * 

Q — We have one g r een t h a t goes out 
every summer. We can't seem to hold it be-
cause all the drainage is to the center and 
all the water spills out into the center of 
the approach. We've been advised to re-
build but the members don't like to play 
on temporary greens. What would you sug-
g e s t ? (Pa.) 

A — I would say — "Rebuild." The tem-
pora ry inconvenience to t h e members would 
be t empered by the l a s t i ng pleasure of hav-
ing a good green all y e a r long. Your chair-
man can help you p u t th is across . 

Be sure to build good d ra inage into the 
new green. Use tile or a rock base. T h e 
s u b g r a d e should be contoured to avoid 
pockets t h a t hold wa te r . The topsoil should 
be removed f rom the old g reen and mixed 
off t he s i te wi th sand a n d other needed 
m a t e r i a l s while the base is being remade. 

Then replace the top a n d contour so the 
s u r f a c e d ra inage o p e r a t e s in a t least two t o 
th ree direct ions w i t h no pockets t o hold 
w a t e r a n d "scald" t h e t u r f . 

To p u t the green in to play in the shor t -
es t t ime, prepare in a d v a n c e a sod n u r s e r y 
of a good s t ra in of bent so t h a t the sod can 
be t r a n s f e r r e d a s soon as t h e green is ready. 
Consul t local au thor i t i e s f o r specific deta i ls 
on lime and fe r t i l i ze r in the seedbed and 
o ther points no t covered here . 

Q — We lost a considerable amount of 
bent a f ter using 2,4-D to control silver crab 
on greens. Is i t possible that the 2,4-D in-
jured the bent? We had exceptionally 
heavy rain shortly a f t er the material had 
been applied. (N.J.) 

A — 2,4-D is no t one of the ma te r i a l s I 
would recommend f o r control l ing silver 

c r ab (goosegrass) on bent greens . I t is 
qui te possible t h a t the use of this mater ia l 
weakened the bent . 

D a m a g e is par t i cu la r ly likely t o occur 
when the 2,4-D is washed down to the bent-
g r a s s roots . U n d e r other c i rcumstances the 
d a m a g e m i g h t not have been so severe. 

Since the w e a t h e r can be so unpredic-
table i t is less r i sky to use one of the newer 
and s a f e r chemicals such as di sodium 
methy l a r sona te . This, too, m u s t be used 
w i t h ca re but t he marg in of s a fe ty is much 
grea te r . 

Q — This past summer we had a great 
deal of trouble with disease. There is quite 
a heavy mat on the greens. However, the 
grass seems to be recovering and making 
new growth this fall so I wondered if we 
should go to the trouble and expense of re-
moving the mat. (111.) 

A — I t is possible tha t the g r a s s will re-
cover in spite of the m a t , b u t t h e new 
g r o w t h will have two s t r ikes aga ins t it for 
the next y e a r because it will be g rowing on 
top of t rouble which will hide the potential 
t rouble and give a false sense of security. 

I t would be much bet ter to remove the 
m a t e i ther by mult iple aer i fying, hand rak-
ing or ver t ical mowing. 

Set plugs of new grass close-together in 
a reas des t royed by disease, and follow with 
a l ight topdress ing to smooth the surface. 
In the f u t u r e i t would be well to modify 
your m a n a g e m e n t pract ices to include 
t r e a t m e n t t o keep tha tch and m a t under 
control. 

Q — I have heard that not all kinds of 
sand are good to use in topdressing. What 
is the proper kind of sand to use ? (Canada) 

A — You should use a f a i r ly coarse grade 
of sand; no t the f ine p las ter sand which 
somet imes is used. The sand should be as 
coarse a s possible wi thout the individual 
g ra ins in t e r f e r ing wi th the p u t t i n g quali ty 
of the green. 

The quan t i t y of sand used in topdress ing 
is j u s t a s i m p o r t a n t as the qual i ty . There 
should be a subs tan t ia l proport ion of sand 
to provide poros i ty—about 50 per cent to 
60 per cent s and by volume is good f o r top-
dressing. 

The tota l clay content of the finished 
mate r i a l should be below 10 per cent. 

Q — We have very sandy soil in our 
greens. Could w e improve the situation by 
topdressing with peat? (Mich.) 

A — The good dra inage provided by 
sandy soil is considered very desirable. If 
you wish to add organic m a t t e r in t h e form 
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