A—By using an aerating machine only
once or twice in a season the thinking ex-
pressed in the question might have some
validity, however slight. The more fre-
quently the machine would be used
(within limits) the less valid would be the
argument about uneven greens.

Very quickly after aerifying and top-
dressing we find new roots beginning to
fill the holes, binding and weaving the
new soil together like the warp and woof
in a rug.

New stem and leaf growth occurs also,
stimulated by the aeration and cultiva-
tion. The new growth quickly forms a
cushion like a woven rug which covers
and masks any slight irregularities in
the soil.

The soil might be uneven but the creep-
ing grasses tend to minimize this by fill-
ing in the low spots with firm growth and
by producing a level or smooth uniform
surface. Then, by using the “planing ac-
tion” of vertical mowing equipment, all
irregularities are eliminated for smooth
accurate roll of the ball. In short, there is
good reason to aerify more frequently to
minimize uneven soils.

Q—If we change our greens to an im-
proved Bermuda, are they likely to be
more difficult or more expensive to main-
tain? (Va.)

A—TI think not. You will have fewer dis-
ease problems since the improved grasses
are more disease-resistant.

The improved Bermudagrasses actually
require less water to live and stay
healthy. One of the things we have ob-
served is that good Bermuda greens with
deep roots, frequently aerified and ade-
quately fertilized, need not receive water
more often than about once or twice a
week.

If greens are deeply soaked once a
week, it will help to develop the very
deep roots which produce that “cushiony”
feeling when you play the ball to the
green. There is one thing that is abso-
lutely necessary and that is to watch the
insects closely and to apply Chlordane
whenever there is any insect apparent.
Sod webworms and cutworms like the im-
proved Bermudagrasses particularly and
have caused severe damage which easily
can be confused with disease symptoms.

Q—I planted 4 in. plugs of Bermuda
into one of my poa annua tees last spring
and now I can hardly find them. I'm
rather discouraged with my attempt to
produce a Bermuda tee by this method.
Do you have any suggestions? (0.)
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A—I believe you would be far better
off to strip the tee and solid sod it with
Bermuda turf from your nursery. I would
assume that in order to hold the poa
annua through the season you watered
rather frequently to keep the Poa from
dying. Frequent watering is not good for
Bermuda. I doubt also whether you were
able to fertilize the Bermuda through the
heat of summer as it needed it, as this
would not be feasible for holding the poa
annua. It is pretty difficult to manage
properly for Bermuda when you have to
try to hold poa annua.

Q—We are building a new golf course
and we have been discussing the use of a
mixture of Colonial bent and chewings
fescue for greens. Will you please com-
ment ? (Wash.)

A—Evidence from many experiment
stations clearly indicates that this mix-
ture will produce putting greens that are
considerably inferior to those produced
from the improved bentgrasses.

At best the chewings fescue is only a
nurse crop and most of the permanent
turf will develop from the Colonial bent,
probably it will be from the creeping
strains that are included as impurities. If
the greens must be seeded I would greatly
prefer Penncross creeping bent seed
which will be available in limited quanti-
ties in another year. Meanwhile the only
logical seed is Seaside.

The new Pennlu creeping bent is one of
the better ones where vegetative planting
is considered. Pennlu has out-performed
Seaside consistently over a period of sev-
eral years in Pennsylvania.

Q—Our greens have had spots that turn
reddish and are almost impossible to wet.
Even after prolonged watering or heavy
rain the soil in those spots is dust dry.
What is your explanation and suggestion ?
(Ore.)

A—These localized dry spots occur on
almost any type of soil, even on sandy
soils. They are particularly troublesome
where the soil contains an abundance of
fine sand, silt or clay particles. They occur
also where matted turf prevents the
ready movement of water into the soil.
Once the soil becomes thoroughly dry, it
is difficult to wet.

Most superintendents have found that
the regular and frequent use of aerating
tools almost completely eliminates the
problem. Removal of surface thatch also
will help to alleviate the condition. There
seems to be no clear and logical explana-
tion of why these spots occur when a few
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inches away
mally.

the soil takes water nor-

Q—Ours is a sand green course and we
have trouble in holding back the growth
of grass into the outer edges of the
greens, What can you recommend to apply
in order that we can keep all vegetation
killed? (N. Dak.)

A—On your sand greens you can dis-
courage the unwanted growth of vegeta-
tion into the sand by applying sodium
arsenite at intervals. This material is in-
expensive and can be used with consider-
able effectiveness.

I would suggest that you purchase the
dry sodium arsenite powder, mix it with
sand and scatter it along the edges of the
sand green where it will stop the growth
of vegetation. You could figure on about
2 1bs. of the dry sodium arsenite to a
1000 sq. ft. as an initial application and
repeat the dose as often as necessary to
accomplish the purpose.

Q—I would like to know all I can about
pearlwort and jewelbell —what causes
them and how to get rid of them. I have
been plugging out most of it but I know
removing it is not the right answer if
there is a way to stop it from coming in
the first place. (Calif.)

A—Plugging is one of the ways to re-
move these things physically, but the im-
portant thing is to insert in its place a
plug of the kind of grass that can resist
the invasion of these weeds.

Turf experiments the country over have
shown that the adapted, vigorous, disease-
resistant turfgrasses, especially the creep-
ing bents, are almost essential in order to
reduce to a minimum the invasion of all
unwanted weeds in the putting greens.

Results over a period of years have
shown that the Arlington-Congressional
combination of creeping bents in Califor-
nia has been superior to Seaside. There
are other bents that are coming into the
picture including Pennlu, a vegetative
strain developed in Pennsylvania.

I would suggest that you investigate
starting a nursery of the better creeping
bents and continue to plug these weeds
and insert in their place plugs of the
new grasses.

Weeds come into bent greens when
the grass is weakened by some means or
other. It may be diseases — it may be in-
sects. The control of all diseases, all in-
sects, is essential to keeping the grass
healthy so that weeds cannot invade.

Another possible source of infestation
of these weeds is your topdressing.
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PREPARE HIGH LIFE FOR PROS

L to R: Norman R. Klug, pres., Miller Brewing
Co., Bernard Brady, director, Blue Mound CC; and
Fred Oeflein, Blue Mound pres., sign the papers
for putting on the Miller High Life $35,000 invita-
tion open at Blue Mound in suburban Milwaukee,
July 14-17.

Atlanta PGA Honors Jones
at Award Dinner

TLANTA PGA presented its great pal,
Bob Jones, an award for having done
the most for golf generally in 1954, and
gave other plaques to Mrs. L. L. Hamil-
ton, president of the Atlanta Women's
Golf Assn. and to City junior champion
Bobby Pierce for their top performances
for Atlanta golf last year.

The awards were made at a large and
merry dinner party attended by profes-
sionals and their amateur friends. It was
a co-educational affair, with the wives
having fun, too.

Jones was thanked by Ewing Pomroy,
APGA pres., Harold Sargent, national
PGA sec., and other professionals, par-
ticularly for the great help he’d given the
PGA on the “Keep 'Em in the Fairway”
film, and in general for cheerfully and
helpfully stepping up and working every
time he could help the professionals.

Atlanta golf writers, Ed Miles and Bert
Prather, and sports editors Ed Danforth
and Furman Bischer, made neat and flu-
ent talks paying sincere tribute to the
Atlanta pros’ service. The veteran Dan-
forth said that in covering all sports over
the years he’'d never met any in profes-
sional sports having a higher standard of
integrity than the golf pros.

Herb Graffis, GOLFDOM editor, was im-
ported for making the formal presenta-
tions informally.
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