
Turfgrass Questions 
Answered b v f r e d v . GrAU 

Dr. Grau will welcome questions on course maintenance subjects from 
superintendents, green chairmen, club and public course officials. There 
is no charge or obligation attached to this service. Address Queries — 
Grau, Golfdom, 407 S. Dearborn St., Chicago 5, III. 

EVERYWHERE we see new golf 
courses being bu i l t t o m e e t the in-

creased demand fo r p l ay ing facil i t ies. The 
s t imulus provided by t he knowledge t h a t 
the men a t high levels in ou r count ry seek 
re laxa t ion p laying golf has m e a n t a g r e a t 
deal to t he game and to t h e building of 
addi t ional facil i t ies. 

We a r e pleased to see t h a t gradual ly 
the super in tendents ' associa t ions a re being 
given the oppor tuni ty t o be on the archi-
tect-bui lder team in o rde r t o help wr i te 
the specifications fo r the building and 
p lan t ing of new courses. N o one is in a 
be t t e r position than the m e m b e r s of the 
super in tendents ' groups, wi th their prac-
tical knowledge and yea r s of experience, 
to say w h a t is the best w a y to cons t ruc t 
a B e r m u d a or bent g reen f o r sa t i s fac to ry 
ma in tenance , to p lant tees, fa i rways , 
g r eens and roughs. 

Somewhere along the w a y the re is room 
for more cooperation and coordinat ion be-
tween the a rchi tec t and t he superinten-
dent . Then, the best i n fo rma t ion f r o m the 
super in tenden t can be p u t into pract ice 
on the new golf course, avoiding mis t akes 
t h a t have been made. The w a y s in which 
cons t ruc t ion can m a k e subsequent main-
t e n a n c e m o r e efficient and economical is 
one of the subjec ts on which the superin-
t e n d e n t is an able adviser . 

I t is encouraging to see some leading 
a r ch i t ec t s a t impor tan t t u r f g r a s s confer-
ences. They a re willing t o l ea rn about the 
super in tenden t ' s viewpoint of the course. 
I t is only sensible t h a t when a new golf 
course is to be built, it should be a p a r t of 
t he basic plan to hire t he bes t - t ra ined 
supe r in t enden t available to be a w a r e of 
w h a t goes into the const ruct ion, in order 
t h a t he will have the background fo r f u -
tu re main tenance . 

The Na t iona l Golf Founda t ion repor t s 
t h a t las t yea r another record in golf 

course const ruct ion during the pos t -war 
period was broken. E igh ty new courses 
and 12 addit ions to exis t ing courses were 
opened fo r play f r o m J a n u a r y 1 to Octo-
ber 1, 1954. An even g rea t e r number is in 
the planning or const ruct ion s tage a t pres-
ent . So i t seems per t inent to devote this 
column to answer ing some of the ques-
t ions t h a t come u p about the m a t t e r of 
const ruct ion. 

Q—Our club has to move and we have 
purchased some property outside of the 
city where we want to build the golf 
course. What do we do now? (Md.) 

A—Back up and s t a r t over. The selec-
t ion of the si te should be made in coop-
e ra t ion wi th your golf course a rch i t ec t 
who can help select the si te which will 
bes t lend itself to the kind of golf course 
y o u r members w a n t . The ass is tance of the 
soils man f r o m the exper iment s ta t ion 
should be sough t because his knowledge of 
these soils can save you many f u t u r e 
headaches . 

Don ' t fai l to have your super in tenden t 
check wi th the P a r k and P l ann ing Com-
mission concerning highway develop-
men t s . Above all, avoid a "blind pur -
chase" j u s t because you saw a " b a r g a i n " 
in land—and give the super in tendent the 
chance to help you build a course t h a t is 
also designed fo r easy efficient mach ine 
main tenance . 

Q—We have two years on our new prop-
erty before we start construction of our 
new golf course. What can we do to get 
ready for the time of planting? (Okla.) 

A — F i r s t of all, g e t all possible i n f o r m a -
tion f r o m every source on the best choice 
of the g ras ses t o use on tees, f a i rways , 
greens, roughs, lawns . 

Than make the decision as to which 
g ra s se s a re t o be used a t each locat ion 
and s t a r t p repa r ing nursery bed a r ea s and 



MASSACHUSETTS GRADUATES 25TH WINTER S C H O O L 
A feature of the University of Massachusetts Fine Turf Conference at Amherst was the gradua-

tion of its 25th class in the Winter School for Greenkeepers. 
The graduating class of 22, one of the largest in the school's 27 year history, included repre-

sentatives from 10 states and Canada . 
A s has been common in past years the average age of students was in the low 30's with the 

youngest 18 and the oldest 62. The alumni of the school now rank over 400 in number and are 
act ive in most all phases of the golf business from golf course superintendent to club manager 
and golf professional. 

Prof. Lawrence S. Dickinson, founder of the University Winter School for Greenkeepers, has 
been, through the years, one of the strongest advocates of an educational program to train men 
in the practice and science of turf management. 

This year's course schedule included lectures and exercises by Prof. Dickinson on practical prob-
lems in turf and club management, and lectures and demonstrations by Professor Eliot C . Roberts 
on the physiology and anatomy of the grass plant in relation to problems in turf maintenance. 

Other courses taught by the university staff in the 10 weeks of intensive training included 
agronomy (soils and ferti l izers), equipment (use, care and repair) , engineering (water systems 
and drainage) , entomology (insect pests) and Horticulture. 

The Graduating C lass and Faculty ( left to r ight) , Row I — D . Figurella, B. Krueger, L. Ryall , J . 
Mileski, R. Tarr, L. C a l l a g h a n , E. Wol fgang , J . Schaefer, G . Art is; Row 2—D. Street, R. St. 
Thomas, R. Montanye, A . Perkins, H . Romanki, T. McAleer, W . Dest, J . Murphy; Row 3—Prof. 
Hendrickson, D. Mitchell, J . Driscoll, F. Grube, J . Abdol la , R. Moquin, Mr. A l len; Top row— 
Professors King, Blundell, Dickinson, Roberts, C o l b y and Kucinski. 

locat ing plant ing mate r i a l of the chosen 
grasses . 

Develop the nurseries so planting ma-
ter ia l will be available a t a predetermined 
p lan t ing date . This assures you of plenty 
of f r e sh plant ing stock on the site as it 
is needed. 

Q—There is a difference of opinion as to 
how the soil on our greens should be pre-
pared. Some say to mix the materials in 
place on the greens. Others say it is best 
to complete the mix off the site and haul 
it to the prepared base. What is your an-
swer to this problem? (Conn.) 

A—Recognizing the effectiveness of sev-
eral machines for mixing mater ia ls in 
place we are still forced to adhere to our 
s t a t e m e n t tha t the most thorough mixing 
will be accomplished off the site. The 
chances a re g rea t fo r the development of 
pockets of sand or humus when the soil 
is p repared in place, in sp i te of the most 
ca re fu l operation of the equipment. 

If the soil is ag i ta ted in place too vigor-
ously it sometimes happens t h a t the fines 
a re floated to the surface and good s t ruc-
tu re is destroyed. The green then becomes 
very hard and compact soon a f t e r it is put 
into play. 

Mixing off the site has been done suc-
cessfully wi th a motor patrol g r ade r roll-
ing windrows of mater ia l over and over 
unti l mixed. I t has been done also wi th a 
d r a g line or clamshell by repiling ma-
ter ials until mixed. Well-mixed mate r i a l 
hauled to the si te of the green and 
dumped and spread on the prepared base 
offers the best possibility for max imum 
uni formi ty and ul t imate sat isfact ion. 

Q—Please explain the different kinds of 
drainage that should be considered in 
building a golf course? (Ind.) 

A—The first is surface drainage. The 
g rea tes t sin in design and construct ion is 
to create, or to permi t to remain, pockets 
which hold w a t e r which quickly scalds 




