Turfgrass Questions
Answered

Dr. Grau will welcome questions on course maintenance subjects from
superintendents, green chairmen, club and public course officials. There
is no charge or obligation attached to this service. Address Queries —
Grau, Golfdom, 407 S. Dearborn St., Chicago 5, Ill.

By FRED V. GRAU

VERYWHERE we see new golf

courses being built to meet the in-
creased demand for playing facilities. The
stimulus provided by the knowledge that
the men at high levels in our country seek
relaxation playing golf has meant a great
deal to the game and to the building of
additional facilities.

We are pleased to see that gradually
the superintendents’ associations are being
given the opportunity to be on the archi-
tect-builder team in order to help write
the specifications for the building and
planting of new courses. No one is in a
better position than the members of the
superintendents’ groups, with their prac-
tical knowledge and years of experience,
to say what is the best way to construct
a Bermuda or bent green for satisfactory
maintenance, to plant tees, fairways,
greens and roughs.

Somewhere along the way there is room
for more cooperation and coordination be-
tween the architect and the superinten-
dent. Then, the best information from the
superintendent can be put into practice
on the new golf course, avoiding mistakes
that have been made. The ways in which
construction can make subsequent main-
tenance more efficient and economical is
one of the subjects on which the superin-
tendent is an able adviser.

It is encouraging to see some leading
architects at important turfgrass confer-
ences. They are willing to learn about the
superintendent’s viewpoint of the course.
It is only sensible that when a new golf
course is to be built, it should be a part of
the basic plan to hire the best-trained
superintendent available to be aware of
what goes into the construction, in order
that he will have the background for fu-
ture maintenance.

The National Golf Foundation reports
that last year another record in golf
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course construction during the post-war
period was broken. Eighty new courses
and 12 additions to existing courses were
opened for play from January 1 to Octo-
ber 1, 1954. An even greater number is in
the planning or construction stage at pres-
ent. So it seems pertinent to devote this
column to answering some of the ques-
tions that come up about the matter of
construction.

Q—Our club has to move and we have
purchased some property outside of the
city where we want to build the golf
course. What do we do now? (Md.)

A—Back up and start over. The selec-
tion of the site should be made in coop-
eration with your golf course architect
who can help select the site which will
best lend itself to the kind of golf course
your members want. The assistance of the
soils man from the experiment station
should be sought because his knowledge of
these soils can save you many future
headaches.

Don’t fail to have your superintendent
check with the Park and Planning Com-
mission concerning highway develop-
ments. Above all, avoid a “blind pur-
chase” just because you saw a “bargain”
in land—and give the superintendent the
chance to help you build a course that is
also designed for easy efficient machine
maintenance.

Q—We have two years on our new prop-
erty before we start construction of our
new golf course. What can we do to get
ready for the time of planting? (Okla.)

A—TFirst of all, get all possible informa-
tion from every source on the best choice
of the grasses to use on tees, fairways,
greens, roughs, lawns.

Then make the decision as to which
grasses are to be used at each location
and start preparing nursery bed areas and
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