
Turfgrass Questions 
Answe red By fred

 v. g r a u 

Dr. Grau will welcome questions on course maintenance subjects from 
superintendents, green chairmen, club and public course officials. There 
is no charge or obligation attached to this service. Address Queries — 
Grau, Golfdom, 407 S. Dearborn St., Ch icago 5, III. 

GOLF courses are looked to as the turf-
grass proving grounds of the world 

today. A new product put forth for use at 
any area where turfgrass of high quality 
is desired cannot claim to have been 
proven until it has been accepted for prac-
tical use on a golf course. 

The golf courses also are the show 
windows of everything required for the 
production and maintenance of fine turf-
grass, whether for sports or residential 
or commercial use or other beautification 
and utility. 

This vast and sharp focus of public in-
spection on the golf course superinten-
dents' work, and the superintendents' pow-
erful and far-reaching influence on the 
marketing of everything needed for grow-
ing and retaining fine turfgrass, has 
placed a heavy professional responsibility 
on the men who manage golf courses. 

During World War I I when it became 
apparent to military leaders that grass 
was a strategic engineering material, 
many golf course superintendents were 
called upon to assist in far-flung grassing 
projects. It is a credit to the profession 
that superintendents were able to convert 
and translate their knowledge of peace-
time pursuits into something of great 
military value. 

Seeds and stolons and sprigs of almost 
every grass that has or is believed to have 
turf value have been planted at one time 
or another on golf course". Here they have 
been subjected to tremendous variations in 
soils, climate and management. Here only 
the hardiest survive to be called superior. 

Machines designed for the maintenance 
of turfgrass areas receive the "acid test" 
on the golf course. 

Those that are accepted and used regu-
larly very soon are adapted for use on 
other areas for other turf interests. I t 
has been said "the development and main-

tenance of a putting green represents the 
highest form of agriculture". 

Golf course tees are similar in many 
respects to athletic fields where cleated 
shoes and constant trampling render grass 
growing difficult, to say the least. Fair-
ways are closely akin to the kind of lawns 
that millions of folks would like to have. 
The rough on the golf course is like the 
city park, the highway strips or the local 
airfield in many respects. 

The golf course superintendent can be 
secure in the knowledge that even though 
his authoritative position may not be pub-
licly acknowledged and appreciated, mil-
lions of people depend upon the kind of 
practical grass information that he has 
helped to develop and accumulate. 

Q — I a m a doctor and on occasions when 
I have free t ime I wou ld l ike to be able 
to do some practice put t ing in m y back 
yard. H o w do you bui ld a backyard put-
t ing g r e e n ? (Del.) 

A—The first thing to do is to consult 
with a local golf course superintendent 
who is the authority on putting greens in 
the area. The superintendent can look over 
the site and see if the location is suitable, 
if the soil is favorable, and other techni-
cal details. 

Cost of establishing and maintenance 
may be important. In a few cases the 
superintendent may let one of his work-
men care for the green after hours. If the 
green is to be bentgrass, the details of 
fertilizing, watering, mowing and spraying 
for diseases are too much for the layman 
and should be handled by the best profes-
sional turfgrass man—the golf course 
superintendent. 

It may be possible that the local golf 
course may have a nursery of putting 
green sod which could be moved intact to 
produce the putting green quickly. To 


