
Turfgrass Questions 
Answered bvfredv. grau 

Dr. Grau will welcome questions on course maintenance subjects from 
superintendents, green chairmen, club and public course officials. There 
is no charge or obligation attached to this service. Address Queries — 
Grau, Golfdom, 407 S. Dearborn St., Chicago 5, III. 

" H / I A N A G E M E N T " h a s b e c o m e o n e o f 

if J- the most important words in the 
turfgrass industry. 

At conferences and meetings all over 
the country we hear more and more dis-
cussions on the management of many 
things relating to the turf on golf courses, 
including soils, grasses, water, chemicals, 
fertilizers, machines, and men. The ob-
vious implication is that management is 
a function of men and their decisions. At 
the recent Penn State Conference Prof. 
Higbee said that man's worst enemy is 
man himself. At the same conference this 
writer said that one of the most impor-
tant basic causes of poor turf is people. 
The two statements say virtually the 
same thing. 

Dr. James Watson repeatedly has said 
that the most important thing in manage-
ment is man. This writer has taken the 
word a step further. 

The next syllable, age, implies that we 
have left the era of cheap hand labor and 
that we are now in the Machine Age when 
we need to train men to know what a 
specialized machine is designed to do, to 
learn how to operate it properly and to 
keep it in perfect operating condition. 

Men, the third syllable, characterizes 
the workmen that the superintendent 
must train to do these special jobs with 
the aid of precision powered tools. Thus, 
if the man in management (the superin-
tendent) has surrounded himself with 
the modern precision tools of the machine 
age, and has adequately trained his men 
in their use in relation to the grasses and 
soils, then the turf that he produces will 
suit everyone to a "T". This is our con-
cept of the turfgrass implications of the 
word 

To us, the superintendent rates an-
other upward rung in the ladder of pro-
fessional and financial achievement by 
virtue of the fact that he is by necessity 

a teacher with grave responsibilities. 
Upon him rests the burden of teaching 

every man under him the basic principles 
of management as they apply to soils, 
grasses, machines, techniques and every-
thing else. He must train his men to rec-
ognize quality as well as flaws, defi-
ciencies as well as excesses, beauty as well 
as utility. 

The management of golf turf for the 
enjoyment of people has little in common 
with what is best for the grass or the soil 
or the machines. To please the people the 
superintendent must do many things that 
are contrary to his better agronomic 
judgment. It becomes his inescapable re-
sponsibility to make the decisions that 
will provide his people with enjoyable turf 
in spite of the imposed handicaps of ex-
cess traffic from dawn to dark, a four-
some every six minutes, wet grass every 
morning when the greens have to be 
mowed, constant trampling on wet soils 
bringing about compaction, and so on ad 
infinitum. 

The amazing thing is that so many 
golf courses have such surprisingly good 
turf which, naturally, the members simply 
take for granted. It is a great tribute to 
the management ability of the golf course 
superintendents who, I am sure, won't 
mind being "taken for granted" providing 
they are given the men, the money and 
the machines with which to do the job, 
and are given the chance to do their work 
unhindered. 

* * * 

Q—What is the true relationship be-
tween the use of Nitrogen and the occur-
rence of dollarspot and brownpatch ? 
(N. J.) 

A—Dollarspot is worst under conditions 
of nitrogen starvation. With ample nitro-
gen dollarspot is virtually non-existent. 
Just the reverse is true with brownpatch. 
The answer is a moderate level of nitro-
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(Above) Vince Crockett cut plugs and found root 
growth in the openings in the center of each living 
patch of grass. Evidently excess water contributed 
greatly to the destruction of grass. Even the roots 
in the openings were discolored, indicating sat-
urated conditions and lack of proper oxygen supply. 

GIVING TURF TROUBLES THE AIR 
(L) Superintendent Vince Crockett on a green of 
seaside bent at the Del Paso CC, Sacramento, 
California. The green had been aerified earlier in 
the summer. When disaster hit and most of the 
seaside bent was destroyed by disease, thatch, hu-
midity and heat, the grass around each Aerifier 

hole remained green and healthy. 

(L) Supt. Vince Crockett and ** j 
asst. (left) try a new cure. 
Green was aerified with 
special thatch spoons to remove 
troublesome deep thatch and 
mat. Vertical mower, (center) 
was used after aerifying, then J 
top-dressing worked into open-
ings to provide channels of 
sandy top-dressing soil. Area 
was dragged and mowed, leav-
ing fine, firm playing condition. 
Interested onlooker is Alec En-
gart, Chrmn., Northridge (ex- r»'\ 
treme right) and next to him 
John Reeves, H. V. Carter Co. ^ 

gen feeding with due regard to preventive 
fungicides, prevention of excessive thatch 
and other sound maintenance practices. 

Q—Our association is thinking of put-
ting out a Spring Lawn Bulletin for the 
members of our clubs. Do you think this 
is a good idea and where can we get help 
on i t? (Ohio) 

A—We applaud the idea. It is an excel-
lent way to gain greater recognition for 
the members of your association and to 
make the club members aware of your 
abilities and helpfulness. You can get help 

from your county agent's office, from the 
state experiment station, and from 
the several agronomists associated with ^ . 
phases of the turfgrass industry as manu-
facturer's representatives. ^ 

Q—Where can I buy polycross bent 
seed? (Iowa) ^ 

A—Polycross bent is named Penncross 
creeping bent. At the moment there is no i 

seed available anywhere. Seed is being 
produced and there should be a limited vi 
supply on the market late this summer. 

Q—Why do some strains of grass pro- ^ 




