
Los Angeles Plans Big 
Public Golf Future* 

By WM. JOHNSON 
Supt . , Los A n g e l e s ( C a l i f . ) C i t y G o l f Courses 

PU B L I C G O L F has a b r i g h t and assured 
f u t u r e . The public golf courses will 

lead the advance. This is especially t rue of 
those t h a t a re g o v e r n m e n t a l l y owned and 
ope ra t ed a s d is t inguished f r o m those t h a t 
s e rve t h e public b u t a r e pr iva te ly owned. 
Severa l f a c t o r s en te r i n to th is considera-
t ion: f i rs t , gove rnmen ta l p roper ty is t a x 
f ree , a n d second, land in flood-basins can-
no t be subdivided. 

The cost of bui lding a course and the 
t a x e s hand icap cons t ruc t ion of an adequa te 
n u m b e r of pr iva te golf courses in me t ro -
pol i tan a reas . F a r - s i g h t e d c i ty f a t h e r s who 
have acqui red p r o p e r t y of suff ic ient ac re -
a g e to pe rmi t cons t ruc t ion of golf faci l i -
t ies will do well to g e t b u s y and provide 
the public wi th needed courses. No one 
connected wi th golf should ever feel apolo-
ge t i c f o r boost ing cons t ruc t ion of more golf 
courses . Public courses a r e se l f - suppor t ing 
and t h e pr iva te ly owned golf en te rpr i ses 
con t r i bu t e subs tan t ia l ly t o public wel fa re . 

The problem involved in providing golf-
ing fac i l i t ies includes no t only the develop-
m e n t of golf courses on low land bu t also 
the s av ing of ex i s t ing pr iva te ly owned 
courses f r o m w h a t a p p e a r s t o be inevitable 
subdivision. Some of these courses a r e 
s t r i c t ly pr iva te and o thers , though pri-
va te ly owned, pe rmi t pa r t i c ipa t ion by pay-
m e n t of a greens fee. 

One solut ion of the p rob lem migh t well 
be the acquisi t ion of courses whose subdi-
vision is inevitable by c i t y o r county and 
cont inued operat ion of t he proper t ies f o r 
golf. T h e m a j o r problem h e r e is secur ing 
suff ic ient f u n d s a t a n y one t ime fo r the 
cap i ta l inves tment . A c r e a g e in a single 
course of 18 holes nea r ly a lways exceeds 
100 acres , and the cap i t a l cost, therefore , 
in me t ropo l i t an t e r r i t o r i e s is usual ly over 
half a million dollars per course . 

Cont inued operat ion of improved public 
golf p rope r t i e s does not p r e s e n t a diff icult 
problem because t r ad i t iona l ly public golf 
h a s been supplied a t a f ee which is suffi-
c ient no t ony to pay f o r t he cost of opera-
tion, b u t also to yield a su rp lus . Many cit ies 
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can a t t e s t to th is experience. The surp lus 
revenue has o f t en been used to develop 
addit ional golf courses. 

Golf Outs ide City L imi t s 
The need f o r addi t ional golf courses in 

al l big cities is unquest ioned. Th i s need, 
however, m u s t be appra ised in re la t ion to 
the whole met ropo l i t an a r ea r a t h e r t han 
solely within the municipal boundar ies . 
This is so because much of the open land 
sui table fo r golf development is f o u n d in 
un incorpora ted t e r r i t o ry beyond the bound-
ar ies of cities. Courses in un incorpora ted 
a r e a s m a y be used by city res idents a s con-
venient ly a s courses within the city. Trave l 
to and f r o m golf courses will m o r e and 
more be via the f r e e w a y or p a r k w a y sys-
tem, which is usua l ly laid out in re la t ion to 
the whole met ropo l i t an a r ea w i t h o u t re-
g a r d to munic ipa l boundaries . 

Those responsible for p lanning a n d di-
rec t ing public p a r k and rec rea t ion pro-
g r a m s a re c h a n g i n g their ideas r e g a r d i n g 
recrea t ion a r e a s a n d a re p lanning facil i-
t ies fo r all people who can use p lay areas . 
A m o n g the adu l t act ivi t ies being s t ressed, 
golf is a t the top of the list. 

The number of gol fers g r o w s a s the 
populat ion has increased. High-schools and 
colleges have in t roduced golf a s a s t u d e n t 
act ivi ty . Golfing by Pres ident E i senhower 
a n d Vice-Pres ident Nixon has added to the 
popular appeal . Improved f r e e w a y t r a n s -
por ta t ion and g r e a t e r leisure have in-
creased the public demand fo r the oppor-
t u n i t y to play golf. The faci l i t ies of local 
gove rnmen t a r e f a r too inadequa te t o mee t 
th is demand and pr iva te ly owned courses 
a lso genera l ly a re inadequate f o r t h e need. 

With in the Metropol i tan a r e a of Los An-
geles, fo r example , f r o m the b o u n d a r y of 
Long Beach on the south, to the n o r t h and 
w e s t boundary of t he San F e r n a n d o Val-
ley, the re a re 20 f e w e r golf courses, public 
a n d private , now t h a n the re were 25 yea r s 
ago. The reason f o r this loss is t h a t p r i va t e 
courses have yielded to res ident ia l sub-
division. When i t became more prof i table 
to subdivide a c r e a g e in an expand ing resi-
dent ia l real e s t a t e m a r k e t , m a n y p r i va t e 



golf courses were e l iminated. Public 
courses were not developed sufficiently in 
number to compensa te f o r this loss. 

S h o r t Courses P o p u l a r Nurser ies 
Mee t ing the need f o r m o r e public courses 

m a y requi re some r e a d j u s t m e n t of t r ad i -
t ional t h ink ing a s t o w h a t cons t i tu tes a 
sui table golf course. When a regula t ion 18 
hole course cannot be provided, a fu l l nine 
hole course should be used. When the re is 
no t enough ground fo r e i the r the 18- or 
9-hole course, the p i t ch -and -pu t t course of 
v a r y i n g lengths, and p e r h a p s the 6-hole 
course, should be provided. These shor t golf 
courses a r e proving ve ry popula r in cit ies 
which a f ford only a l imi ted area. These 
courses cul t ivate f u t u r e go l fe rs who add 
thei r suppo r t t o the d e m a n d f o r increas ing 
n u m b e r s of public courses . 

T h e Ci ty of Los Angeles , to use m y own 
ci ty a s a n example of t he imminen t need, 
h a s t h r e e 18-hole courses , four 9 hole 
courses, of which 3 a r e p i t ch-and-pu t t 
courses. T h a t the d e m a n d fo r public golf 
faci l i t ies is f a r beyond t h e capaci t ies of 
the p r e s e n t sys tem is i l lus t ra ted by the 
f a c t t h a t app rox ima te ly 13,000 persons 
have reg i s t e red to become eligible to m a k e 
re se rva t ions on munic ipa l courses, especial-
ly f o r Sa tu rday , Sunday , a n d holiday play. 
B u t t h e capaci ty of t he en t i r e sys tem of 
golf courses is 3580 on a n y given week-end. 

N o doubt , m o r e ci t izens, in the thou-
sands , would r eg i s t e r a n d play on week-

ends if faci l i t ies were sufficient . Many 
more would learn to play if courses were 
available. I t h a s been conservat ively esti-
m a t e d t h a t the municipal sy s t em should 
include 20 more courses and t h a t these 
should be a u g m e n t e d by public courses es-
tabl ished and opera ted by the Coun ty of 
Los Angeles, whose present s y s t e m in-
cludes five, a n d by some of t he smal le r 
municipali t ies. 

L A ' s Building P l a n s 
The City h a s under its jur isdic t ion lands 

which a r e sui table fo r development of five 
addi t ional 18-hole courses and six modified 
9-hole or 6-hole courses. The s i tes f o r four 
s t anda rd 18-hole courses a re in the Sepul-
veda D a m P a r k , a 2000 ac re a r e a avai lable 
to the c i ty f o r p a r k development by a 50 
y e a r license f r o m t h e federa l gove rnmen t . 

The si te f o r a n addi t ional 18-hole course 
is in a s imi la r area, H a n s e n Dam 
P a r k . This s i te is present ly occupied 
by a t e m p o r a r y ve te rans ' hous ing pro jec t . 
Si tes fo r the sho r t e r courses a r e Wilming-
ton, Venice, and Arroyo-Seco P a r k . 
Two of the 18-hole courses a r e now 
under development in the Sepulveda D a m 
P a r k ; one of which should be completed 
t o w a r d t h e end of 1954. In addit ion, there 
is a good p rospec t of acqu i r ing ano the r 
200 acre site, f o r m e r l y a l lo t ted to t h e pub-
lic housing p r o g r a m recent ly abandoned, 
where an 18-hole course m i g h t be added. 

(Continued on Page 64) 

WHERE WESTERN OPEN WILL BE PLAYED JUNE 3-6 
The 18th g r e e n o f the K e n w o o d CC , where t he 51st W e s t e r n O p e n w i l l b e p l a y e d J u n e 3-6 . The c l u b was 
host t o t h e N a t i o n a l A m a t e u r i n 1933. Sup t . M a r i o n M e n d e n h a l l is g r o o m i n g t he course t o p e r f e c t i o n f o r 
t h e W e s t e r n , and in the c h e e r f u l c lubhouse M g r . G e o r g e M i l l e r w i l l p resen t smoo th t o u r n a m e n t serv ice . 
B i l l H o o k , c l u b pro , rounds o u t the o p e r a t i n g t e a m t o take ca re o f W e s t e r n con tes tan ts a n d g a l l e r y . 



TAM OSHANTER MEMBERS RELAX IN "QUIET ROOMS" 
Tam O ' S h a n t e r C C ( C h i c a g o d i s t r i c t ) has w h a t a re b e l i e v e d t o b e t h e on l y " q u i e t r o o m s " a t a 
c o u n t r y c l u b . There a re 12 bunks in t he men's q u i e t r oom and 7 bunks i n the women 's sec t i on . 
The men 's room is p a n e l e d in wa lnu t , and t h e women 's in b i r d ' s -eye m a p l e . C o n s t r u c t i o n and 
f u rn i sh i ng of the men's r o o m was $12,000; t h a t o f t h e women 's " q u i e t " r oom was $7000 . H e a t i n g 
is by e l e c t r i c a l r a d i a n t e q u i p m e n t . The rooms a re a i r c o n d i t i o n e d . A i r c o n d i t i o n i n g un i ts a re 
recessed t o save f l o o r space . A u t o m a t i c sp r ink le rs p r o v i d e f i r e p r o t e c t i o n . L i g h t i n g is i n d i r e c t . 
Each bunk is e q u i p p e d w i t h an i n d i v i d u a l h e a d l a m p f o r r e a d i n g a n d l i g h t is d i r e c t e d so l i g h t or 
r e f l e c t i o n w i l l n o t d i s t u r b r o o m occupan ts w h o des i r e t o s leep. Each bunk is s u p p l i e d w i t h steps 
and hand les f o r safe and easy use. A l l mat t resses a n d p i l l ows are o f f o a m rubber , g e r m i c i d e - t r e a t e d 
t o p r o t e c t aga ins t p o s s i b i l i t y o f i n f e c t i o n f r o m co lds . The bunks a re e q u i p p e d w i t h p i l l o w s and 
sheets bu t , i f des i red , w o o l b lanke ts may be o b t a i n e d f r o m a t t e n d a n t s a v a i l a b l e a t a l l t imes . B u i l t - i n 
T e l e t r o n i c c locks a re in e a c h room. Both rooms a re a t t r a c t i v e l y c a r p e t e d . N o t a l k i n g , smok ing 
or d r i n k i n g is p e r m i t t e d in e i t h e r r o o m . The " q u i e t " rooms a re e n t i r e l y f o r rest and have p r o v e d 

h igh l y p o p u l a r a n d v a l u a b l e t o m e m b e r s who w a n t t o re lax b e f o r e or a f t e r t h e i r g o l f . 

I t is notewor thy t h a t the excess of reve-
nue in the operation of golf courses by the 
Los Angeles City D e p a r t m e n t of Recrea-
tion and Pa rks has been sufficient to pe rmi t 
expansion in the number of municipal golf 
courses f r o m one to e ight wi thout a drain 
on t ax funds . To accelera te the ra te of new 
construct ion, city f a t h e r s a re beginning to 
f avor appropr ia t ion of t ax funds or public 
funds f r o m other sources. 

Los Angeles County, which first got in to 
the golf business in 1937 wi th a W P A built 
golf course — the San ta An i t a Golf course 
— now is operat ing, under several types 
of operat ion, five golf courses and has one 
under construction. 

LA County "Save Courses" Plan 
Following the opening of Santa Ani t a 

course, the county opera ted the single golf 
course th rough World W a r II. Immedia te ly 
a f t e r the war, pr ivate cap i ta l built Alon-

dra course, an 18-hole affa i r wi th an ad-
ditional 18-hole shor t course, on county 
land under lease. Then Altadena, 9-hole 
course, was buil t and opened to the 
public. This was the county golf pic-
tu re unti l th is yea r when the shor tage 
of golf courses and loss of golf faci l i t ies 
s t i r red the County Board of Supervisors 
in to action. 

Dur ing the last f ew years, the re ha s de-
veloped a "dange r zone" in golf courses. 
All privately opera ted public courses with-
in a 14 to 17 mile circle f r o m t h e Los 
Angeles City Hall lay in this "danger zone" 
and were one by one being subdivided. 

Something had to be done to save these 
open spaces so the Board of Supervisors 
appointed a Recreat ional Advisory Com-
mit tee . E a c h supervisor named two out-
s tanding public spiri ted citizens and to this 

(Continued on page 78) 



Kut&dqe 
5Q-F0RE! CADDY SAVER 

A deLuxe 
Collapsible 

Car« 

The Cart that Rolls When Folded! Easi-
est to open and close — practically automatic. 
Holds any style bag. New ratchet control holds 
handle firmly in any position — it just can't 
slip. Lightweight but strong. Easy to push or 
pull, open or closed. Rustproof — made of 
strong tubing and aluminum. Ball bearing 
wheels, semi-pneumatic tires, 10" SOQ95 
wheels 
Beckley-Ralston STROKE SAVERS 
Cut Scores 10 Strokes! Q 
Easiest of all Clubs to play. 
More than 1,000,000 sold — 
there is a large and growing re-
placement market. 
Famous for their square grips 
and short shafts, which give 
golfers greatest possible direc-
tional accuracy for shots within 
50 yards of green. Putter 31", Approach Cleek 
32", Chipper 33". Right or left $ Q95 
hand T 

WALLOPER — Fastest selling special club ever 
developed. Takes place of woods for players 
who have "woods'* difficulty. 39" long, with 
standard round grip. Right hand $ 1 9 5 0 
only U 

TRAPSHOOTER-NIBLICK — A 2-purpose club, 
to play difficult lies out of sand traps, heavy 
rough and long grass. 35" long. Standard 
round grip. $ 1 0 9 5 

Right hand only 1 v 

RUTLEDGE PUTTER — Gets the putts down, 
because it gives unfailing directional accuracy. 
Square grip. Right or left hand. 5 Q95 
34" long T 

Send for Literature and Discounts 
THE RUTLEDGE COMPANY 

3337 Belmont Ave., Chicago 18. III. 

LOS ANGELES PLANS 
(Continued from page 64) 

w a s added key coun ty officials. Th i s golf 
course g roup w a s named and dedica ted to 
a campa ign to "Save Our Golf Courses" . 

This act ion resu l t ed in the coun ty leas-
ing the Lakewood CC course f o r 25 yea r s 
f r o m a subdivision company which a l ready 
h a d i ts s t r ee t g r a d e r s and t r a c t o r s wi th in 
a brass ie shot f r o m the f a i r w a y s . The 
coun ty is now ope ra t ing it. 

The County then moved in and w i t h Re-
t i r emen t F u n d s purchased W e s t e r n Ave-
nue Golf Course unde r t e r m s of a lease 
purchase plan. The County will o p e r a t e the 
course. 

The Recrea t iona l Advisory Commi t t ee 
s t ands ready to move in a n a t t e m p t t o save 
o the r courses in danger , a s a r e al l golf 
courses in the "dange r zone". 

P r o g r a m Is Publical ly Oked 
The polit ical a s p e c t of th is c a m p a i g n has 

good public and p ress backing. N e w s p a p e r s 
and golf o rgan iza t ions a re back ing i t and 
public s en t imen t is solidly s u p p o r t i n g the 
p r o g r a m . 

The g roup also u rges the cons t ruc t ion 
of shor t courses a n d driving r a n g e s on 
smal l parcels of land which a r e available. 
L a r g e 100-acre parce ls of land a r e non-
ex i s t en t in the " d a n g e r zone". 

The County h a s p lans fo r addi t iona l golf 
faci l i t ies in and a round flood control 
p ro j ec t s which a r e now rapidly be ing built 
by the Federa l Government . These lands, 
a t present , seem to be the only lands upon 
which golf courses can safe ly be bui l t in 
the f ace of the r ap id subdivision of all avai l-
able proper ty , including o range groves, 
w a l n u t groves, and f o r m e r ag r i cu l t u r a l 
land. 

If the p re sen t t r end continues, wi th in a 
s h o r t space of t ime all Southern Cal i forn ia 
golf courses m a y e i ther be p r iva t e coun t ry 
c lubs or munic ipa l ly owned and opera ted . 
The reason is h igh t axa t ion . The c o u n t y and 
the ci ty m a y h a v e found the a n s w e r to 
sav ing golf courses in the " d a n g e r zone" 
by t a k i n g them over. 

There is the possibil i ty t h a t p r i va t e par -
t ies m a y accep t leases on publicly owned 
l ands for development of public golf 
courses whose t e r m s would provide t h a t the 
courses m u s t be opened to the gene ra l pub-
lic fo r p lay a t fees no t g r e a t e r t h a n those 
cha rged f o r p lay on es tabl ished public 
courses. 

These leases m i g h t be f o r t e r m s of 20 
y e a r s or more ; p robably a m i n i m u m of 20 
y e a r s would be requi red in order to r e t u r n 
the inves tment f o r development. 



Make golf ALL Play 
and NO Work 

GOLF 
CART 

The newly elected municipal admin i s t r a -
t ion, headed by Mayor Norr i s Poulson, is 
minded to p lan const ruct ively f o r the 
g r o w t h and f u t u r e of the city. Schedules 
of needed public improvemen t s a re being 
submi t t ed by the va r ious depa r tmen t s . The 
Dept . of Recrea t ion and P a r k s plans t o in-
clude several golf courses on i t s schedule. 

Sound Municipal P l ann ing 

NEW 

Price $39.50 
1. CART — 12" ball-bear-

ing wheels on wide 
adjustable axle give 
smooth rolling stability. 
Perfect balance for ef-
fortless handling. Rug-
ged and rustproof. 

2. BAG — 14 roomy club 
pockets. Ball and ac-
cessory poctets. Um-
brella holder. Heavv 
reinforced country club 
green, royal blue, or 
red canvas. 

3. SEAT — Sturdy 
enough for the 
heaviest golfer or 
spectator. Makes 
tne back nine easy 
as the first. 

Cart folds easily and 
compactly to fit auto 

trunk or locker. Cart, Bag, and Seat in one lightweight 
unit. A wonderful attention getter, it sells itself. 

Extra Large Accessory Pocket 
for Shoes, Coats, e tc . 

• C i g a re t te and Score C a r d 
Holders. 

• W h i t e Plastic Handle Grip. 

LUMEX GOLF CART SEAT 
Simply attached to any center-
post cart. The Seat structure 
carries all the weight, putting 
no strain on the Cart. Doesn't 
interfere with the pulling bal-
ance of the Cart. 
Folds compactly around Cart 
and bag. Weighs only 5 
pounds. 
The Seat is the same size 
construction as the 
' ' 3 F O R E 1 " 
GOLF CART, of 
which there are 
more than 12,000 
now in use. 
CART and SEAT 
fully guaranteed 
for o n e y e a r . 
T H E S E A R E 
" M U S T S " FOR 
E V E R Y P R O 
SHOP. 

LUMEX, Inc.— I I C leve land Street 
V A L L E Y S T R E A M , N . Y . 

Price $12.50 

anil 

P l a n n i n g fo r improvements , even t hough 
f u n d s a re not immedia te ly avai lable or fo r -
seeable, is a good munic ipa l pract ice . Dur -
ing the depression years , the cit ies t h a t 
h a d plans were those which benefi t ted f r o m 
appropr i a t ions m a d e to bolster t he na-
t ional economy. 

The fede ra l g o v e r n m e n t is p resen t ly 
a l e r t to the impor t ance of p repa r ing a pub-
lic w o r k s p r o g r a m to be used in the even t 
of economic emergency . Cities would wise-
ly do the same. Los Angeles has a l r eady 
done so. Robe r t Moses, Commiss ioner of 
P a r k s in N e w York, is a lways r eady w i t h 
p lans . T h a t is one reason why so m u c h 
benefi t ha s come to New York t h r o u g h o u t 
his admin i s t r a t ion in the improvement of 
p a r k facil i t ies of m a n y kinds. 

In the Uni ted S t a t e s in 1953, 52 golf 
courses were completed. Twelve were m u -
nicipal, 13 were pay-as-you play, and 18 
were pr iva te courses. In addition, t h e r e 
were 109 courses unde r cons t ruc t ion a n d 
226 planned and prospect ive courses. 

Impress ive a s th i s record m a y appea r , 
i t is believed t h a t t he f u t u r e will w i tnes s 
an even g r e a t e r g r o w t h . Public golf has , 
indeed, a b r igh t and assured f u t u r e . 

PERSONNEL CHANGES ANNOUNCED BY 
DUNLOP SPORTS DIVISION 

Vincent Richards , vp, Dunlop Tire & R u b -
ber Corp., 500 F i f t h Ave., New York City, 
announces fol lowing personnel changes in 
the Dunlop Spor t s Division: 

P a u l Gibbs has been m a d e asst . to t he vp 
of the Spor t s Division and E a s t e r n Regiona l 
Mgr . Gibbs came w i t h Dunlop in 1935 as 
spo r t goods r ep resen ta t ive in the R ichmond 
Div., w a s la ter t r a n s f e r r e d to the A t l a n t a 
Div. and in 1939, became Spor t s Rep re -
sen ta t ive for Dunlop in the New York Div. 
A na t ive of South Carol ina, Gibbs a t t ended 
N o r t h Carol ina and D u k e Universi t ies . H e 
is a l so wel l -known a s an a m a t e u r pho-
t o g r a p h e r , hav ing been Pres ident of t h e 
Met ropo l i t an C a m e r a Club Council fo r sev-
e ra l t e r m s and a d i rec tor of the Pho to -
g r a p h i c Society of Amer ica . 

F r a n k Reeser ha s been appointed Mid-
W e s t Mgr . of Dunlop Spor t s Division wi th 
h e a d q u a r t e r s in Chicago. Reeser w a s fo r -
m e r l y spor t goods represen ta t ive in Buf -
f a lo Div. and l a te r p romoted to division 




