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PGA Re-elects Smith; Hopes

to End Tourney Hassles
By HERB GRAFFIS

T ITS 37th annual convention held in
Sheraton-Cadillac hotel, Detroit, the
PGA. re-elected Horton Smith president to
continue hi sable work of easing the grow-
ing pains of the organization. With Smith,
going in for his third and last term as the
pros’ chief, Harry Moffitt, Toledo, also was
re-elected secretary and Harold Sargent,
Atlanta, was returned to office as PGA
treasurer.

Eddie Schultz, Troy, N. Y.; Al Cuici, New
York; and Gene Marchi, Dayton, O. are the
PGA's new vps. Joe Novak was re-named
honorary pres., and Walter Hagen and Rob-
ert T. Jones, Jr., were re-elected honorary
Vps.

Pres. Eisenhower was elected to the new
position of honorary chairman of the PGA.
If Ike gets his official headaches in Wash-
ington reduced as much as the PGA solved
part of its problems at Detroit, he'll be
lucky.

Smith's extensive traveling to sections
and his personal attention to seeking solu-
tions of the association’s problems of or-
ganization, operation and finance earned
him warm commendation of the pros. Op-
erating details of the PGA discussed at the
annual meeting will be made known to sec-
tions in due time, the association not yet
having worked out a method to promptly
advise its members of annual convention
action.

Report of PGA treas. Sargent and the
Finance committee showed interesting de-
tail worth study by PGA members .PGA
total net receipts for fiscal year ended Sept.
30, 1953 were $31,001.

Improvement in the condition and opera-
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tion of the PGA National Course at Dune-
din, Fla., and $2,173 receipts (including
$27,062 of PGA members’ dues )in excess
of operating expenses ironed out that prob-
lem. PGA members in the far west now are
reconciled to the Dunedin operation, accor-
ding to official expression at Detroit.
To Revise Program

The 1953 annual meeting went one day
longer than the usual PGA annual sessions.
with an exceedingly valuable educational
session conducted by George Lake and Har-
old Sargent of the Educational and Teach-
ing committees occupying the final day.

In the opinion of PGA officials, some del-
egates and newspapermen, the PGA an-
nual meeting program was in reverse. The
first local and national newspaper publicity
came out, as usual, on tournament hassles
and almost completely smothered the idea
tha tthe larger part of the PGA member-
ship is concerned about mutually profitable
service to club members and pay-play
course golfers. There is a probability that
the annual meeting procedure will be re-
versed at the 1954 annual meeting, tenta-
tively scheduled for St. Paul.

Highlights of the PGA Educational ses-
sions appear elsewhere in this issue of
GOLFDOM.

Tourney Explosion A Dud

The meeting of the Tournament commit-
tee and sponsors exploded with a bang in
the headlines when M. P. (Monk) Wilson,
San Antonio, Tex., pres., Winter Golf
Sponsors’ Assn. laid down unacceptable
terms for the 10 tournaments for which he
declared he was the mouthpiece.

After Wilson withdrew, on the short end
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PGA delegates attending 1953 annual meeting in Detroit's Sheraton-Cadillac hotel listen attentively

as O. ]. Noer, Milwaukee Sewerage Commission agronomist, shows them, through the use of slides,
treatment necessary to overcome some of the tough problems encountered in the proper main-
tenance of turf.

of a warm controversy, Doc Middlecoff,
Tournament bureau chmn., and Jerry Bar-
ber, got winter circuit sponsors on long
distance telephone, kept all the tourna-
ments and got increases of prize money in
some instances.

The Tournament bureau plans to ear-
mark a percentage of tournament prize
money for a 72-hole medal play at place
and on date (probably in September) to be
arranged later. The event will have prize
money second only to the George S. May
affairs and to it will be eligible only those
pros who have participated in a certain
percentage of summer tour events. George
S. May, Chicago; Bob Leacox, Kansas
City, Mo.; and Harry Keefe, Hartford,
Conn., of the summer tournament sponsors,
are planning the proposed event.

Idea of the tournament is to diminish
sponsors’ complaints about top stars not
appearing at many of the circuit events,
thus making the financing problem tough
for sponsors.

Propose Tourney Commissioner

May suggested that the Tournament bu-
reau have a commissioner at an annual sal-
ary of $25,000, financed by having entry
fees turned over to the Tournament bureau.
The proposed commissioner would have full
authority to discipline players and enforce
their appearance in certain events under
penalty or fine and/or suspension.

May's idea has stirred lively discussion.
Frequent dissatisfaction of tournament
sponsors and home club pros’ discomfort at
having amateur golfers condemn all pro
golf because of unfavorable publicity at-
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tached to actual or seeming misconduct of
tournament pros, would be eliminated, May
believes, by a commissiner. Again the com-
missioner idea are the facts that tourna-
ment players are getting no regular sala-
ries, appearance money is on a variable
basis, and that the PGA commissioner
would have no authority over the US Na-
tional Open, the British Open and the Mas-
ters, three titles that are gate-draws at any
tournament. References to baseball’s ap-

New officers of the PGA elected at annual meet-

ing in Detroit are: seated (L to R) Harold

Sargent, treasurer, Horton Smith, president, and

Harry Moffitt, secretary, all re-elected. Standing

(L to R) are the new vps Al Cuici, New York:

Gene Marchi, Dayton, O.: and Eddie Schultz,
Troy. N. Y.

pointment of a commissioner in stating the
case for a commissioner of professional
tournament golf have not been appropriate
as baseball established its commissioner to
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rebuild itself in public esteem after the
Black Sox gambling scandal.

The Tournament bureau planned to op-
erate on a self-sustaining basis. Its oper-
ating costs in 1953 were about 12 per cent
of the purses on the circuit. The $25,000
annual contribution of the Athletic Insti-
tute (not of the National Golf Foundation
as erroneously reported) will not be con-
tinued. That contribution was inaugurated
during World War II when tournaments
were in danger of cancellation unless prize
money and expenses were underwritten, and
was understood by the PGA and participat-
ing manufacturers to be a temporary meas-
ure to be discontinued when the Tourna-
ment bureau operation could be self-sup-
porting.

Meetings of PGA officials with the Ad-
visory committee and with representatives
of club and ball manufacturers preceded
the PGA annual meeting. No details of
these sessions were released by the PGA.

The annual President’s Dinner was most
capably MCd by Joe Devaney. Speakers in-
cluded Pres. Horton Smith, Pres. Totten
Heffelfinger of the USGA, Ward Cornell of
the Golf Course Supts.’ Assn., Hon. Pres.
Joe Novak, and the beloved bard and vet-
eran golfer Eddie Guest. Guest’'s poem on
the home club pro was a gem of understand-
ing and kindly propaganda. In a gay sur-
prise added feature of the dinner, Dugan
Aycock, pres., Carolinas Section, PGA, on
behalf of the section presented beautifol
plaques of generous appreciation to Bob
Harlow of Golf World and Herb Graffis of
GOLFDOM.

McGiveran Re-elected
Western GA President
ANLEY J. McGIVERAN, Toledo, was
re-elected pres., Western Golf Assn. at
the organiaztion’s 55th annual meeting.

Under McGiveran during 1953, the WGA
established a new record in awarding 154
college scholarships to deserving caddies
and produced new highs in income, indi-
vidual and club members.

One of the meeting’'s kighlights was the
presentation of a $13,400 check by George
S. May and the membership of his Tam
O’Shanter CC to the Evans Scholars Foun-
dation, which is sponsored by WGA.

Western's annual caddie-scholarship pro-
gram included 48 Scholars at Northwestern,
30 at the University of Illinois and 28 at
the University of Michigan. On each of the
three campuses, tke Scholars live in houses
owned or leased by the Evans Fund.
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Other WGA officers named for 1954: Vps
—James L. O’Keefe and Cameron Eddy,
both of Chicago; C. L. Miller, Detroit, and
Robert R. Walker, South Bend; Sec. —
Hiram A. Lewis, Colorado Springs; Treas.
—Harold A. Moore, Chicago; Gen. Counsel
—Robert McDougal, Jr., Chicago; Honor-
ary Vice Presidents—Bing Crosby and Bob
Hope, Hollywood; Charles Evans, Jr., Chi-
cago, and J. Leslie Rollins, Boston.

New directors elected were: Joseph G.
Dyer, Denver; Don W. Heppes, Chicago;;
Frank H. Hoy, Milwaukee; S. B. Sifers,
Kansas City; A. Pollard Simons, Dallas;
Pedro R. Suinaga, Mexico City; Russell E.
Jervis and Gerald W. Mathison, both of
Grand Rapids, Michigan.

Directors re-elected: Phil Atwood, Chica-
go; Benjamin H. Boren, Dallas; A. R. Car-
man, Jr., Chicago; Paul M. Corbett, Chi-
cago; George L. Coleman, Jr., Miami, Okla.;
Walter W. Cruttenden, Chicago; Charles
Evans, Jr., Chicago; William Fobes, Jr.,
Minneapolis; Harry L. Givan, Seattle; J.
Clive Helferich, Detroit; Robert A. Hipke,
Milwaukee; Robert A. Hudson, Portland;
Paul H. Hyde, Buffalo.

Also, Leon Kranz, Chicago; Gordon E.
Kummer, Milwaukee; John E. Lehman, Chi-
cago Allan M. Loeb, Chicago; Marshal I
McMahon, Chicago; Thomas W. Milligan,
Chicago; Roy D. Moore, Memphis; Walter
F. Mullady, Chicago; Harold Oviatt, San
Francisco; Mahlon Rucker, Spokane; Rich-
ard L. Snideman, Chicago; Stanley A. Van
Dyk, Chicago, and George K. Wkyte, St.
Louis.

Trustees of Evans Scholars Foundation
are Carleton Blunt, Jerome P. Bowes, Jr.,
James L. Garard and Stuart Smithson, all
of Chicago.

Club Operating Costs, Fixed
Charges Soar

Horwath & Horwatk, club and hotel ac-
countants, report that their fourth annual
survey of country club operations (based
on 17 clubs in 1952) discloses that net op-
erating costs and fixed charges increased
1% times as much as the 9 per cent in-
crease in dues and assessments.

Net clubhouse operating cost increased
20.5 per cent in 1952 over 1951 and golf
course and other outside operating ex-
penses increased 13 per cent.

Summary of operations in ratio to dues
plus assessments showed clubhouse operat-
ing costs in 1952 as 46.9 per cent, course
and grounds net cost as 27.1 per cent and
fixed charges as 19.3 per cent.
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