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GOLF has grown greatly in physical 
education programs and due to the 

demand of students wanting- to take golf 
instruction, colleges and universities are 
being compelled to provide golf facilities. 

School administrations generally recog-
nize the important place of golf in a pro-
gram of physical education that will be 
of value to students during their school 
years and long after graduation. But 
schools usually have many pressing prob-
lems of shortage of facilities so lack of 
golf facilities is but one of the needs listed 
somewhere on building programs. How-
ever, the heavy use of courses at more 
than 100 colleges and universities has cre-
ated a situation that makes golf facilities 

pretty much an essential in the physical 
education and recreation program at the 
first-class modern school. 

One of the answers to the requirement 
of golf facilities we have found at the 
University of Florida where we have from 
1000 to 1200 taking golf each year and 
with facilities for instruction and practice 
sharply limited. Like many other univer-
sities we had an idle and unsightly 
area that was almost a school dump. This 
desolate and very rugged terrain located 
near the girls' dormitories presented an 
ugly contrast to the beautiful surround-
ings of the new dormitories. The dormi-
tories are surrounded by palm trees and 
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Compact layout with safety factor and natural hazards feature University of Florida par-3 course. 



landscaped with all types of southern 
shrubs and flowers. 

A t the rear of the dorms there is an 
area about 180 yds. long and about 150 
yds. wide. Around this area, there is a 
10 to 15 ft. drop from the level of the 
ground. Actually this plot of land was a 
vast sinkhole. Since the university has 
been undergoing a large building pro-
gram, this particular area was being used 
as a catch-all for the refuse of the many 
construction companies building on the 
campus. About 500 yds. north of this plot 
the elevation is 40 ft. higher, which means 
that most all the drainage was coming 
into this sinkhole. 

South of the area is a large Veteran's 
housing project and many of their chil-
dren used this sinkhole as a playground 
although this land was mostly under 
water and covered with bamboo and other 
vegetation that thrives in a damp area. 

Reclaiming A Sinkhole 

Looking over this plot of land it seemed 
that it could not be used for anything. 
The idea of making a golf facility of this 
land seemed impossible; however, by care-
ful planning, Dean D. K. Stanley, Dean 
of the College of Physical Education, de-
cided it could be converted from almost a 
swamp into a miniature golf course. 

Upon recognizing the vast job it would 
be, many other departments were called 
on to help create this golf facility. The 
University of Florida is fortunate in hav-
ing a large Building and Grounds depart-
ment. Joe Crevasse, director, and Dr. 
Gene Nutter, Head Turf Research man for 
the state of Florida, were called on to 
help guide the project. Using these men 
as technical advisors, Dean Stanley then 
called on Conrad H. Rehling, Golf Chair-
man for the College of Physical Educa-
tion, to draw up tentative plans for the 
layout of the course. 

Planning a golf course under these con-
ditions presented many difficult problems 
in its construction. Some of the major 
factors encountered were the filling of 
marsh land, insuring proper drainage to 
the creek that went through the center 
of the plot, extending storm sewer lines 
to a central manhole, and proper terrac-
ing of higher land to prevent erosion. 

The first step taken was plotting the 
whole area in 20 ft. squares; this aided in 
determining the length and location of 
tentative tees and greens. Locating the 
tees and greens was a major problem be-
cause of the necessity of having proper 
elevation to prevent coverage of water 

during heavy rains. This was necessary 
because much of the water from the cam-
pus and the girls' dormitories area would 
flow across the golf course during heavy 
rains. 

Af ter locating the greens and tees in a 
tentative location the next step was clear-
ing the area. I t was amazing what was 
found in clearing this plot of land. A 
three-foot alligator, seven snakes, eight 
rabbits, uncharted or forgotten storm sew-
ers which were either broken or not func-
tioning as they should, were discovered. 
Certainly these items are most unusual in 
the construction of a golf course. Many 
mothers residing in the Veteran's project 
were glad to see this area cleared for the 
sake of the safety of their children. 

When the area was cleared, it was again 
re-plotted, using the 20 ft. squares to help 
in making spot checks to determine how 
the area was to be drained. Through the 
center of the area was discovered a small 
creek which was fed by various storm 
sewers and by the surface drainage com-
ing from the higher land north of the 
area. This creek had one main artery with 
three key veins running into it. I t was 
necessary to take these three small veins 
and tile them with 6 in. to 24 in. tile. The 
tile was then covered with the fill dirt 
with the veins running into the main ar-
tery. Three main storm sewers were found 
not functioning, and these were cleaned 
out and retiled and directed into the main 
creek. 

A f ter a month of drainage it was dis-
covered one half of the area was still too 
low to have proper drainage into the main 
creek. This meant fill dirt had to be 
brought in to raise the low area up to a 
point where proper drainage could be 
maintained. Over 500 cu. yds. of fill dirt 
was brought in to take care of this prob-
lem. 

Once this was accomplished considera-
tion had to be given to the turfing of the 
area to help in proper drainage. The whole 
area, except those areas designed for tees 
and greens, was sprigged with centipede 
grass. The banks around the area had to 
be sodded to get fast coverage to prevent 
erosion and improper drainage into the 
entire area. 

The next step was the actual laying out 
of the proposed course. As in all golf 
course construction, the principles of 
space, contour, trees, drainage, and water 
systems had to have major consideration. 
This plot had 14 oak trees located close 
together on the west and south of the 



area. These oaks were about 20 to 40 ft. 
high. These were natural hazards deter-
mining locations of some greens and tees. 
Also their locations contributed greatly to 
the safety factor in the layout of the 
course. The bank, creek, and other trees 
also offered great possibilities as natural 
hazards. 

The next consideration was the closest 
location point for the equipment to be 
brought to the area. This meant the prac-
tice putting green, first tee, and ninth 
green had to be located in the same ap-
proximate area. The putting green, first 
tee, and ninth green were located within 
a 50 yd. range. 

I t was also necessary to plan where the 
proposed driving cages could be placed. 
The cages are also located within this 50 
yd. radius. This gives the instructor con-
trol over a large number of students, at 
the same time allowing adequate space 
necessary for play and practice. These 
cages were located northwest of the pat-
ting green. 

The practice putting green is located 
about 30 yds. from the first tee, and 40 
yds. from the 9th green. This green con-
tains about 2500 sq. ft. The driving cages 
are to be located 20 yds. west of the put-
ting green, with the cages facing north 
and south. I t is planned to landscape the 
edge of the putting green with shrubs and 
flowers. There are two service roads into 
this area. 

The course area is completely irrigated; 
the lines are approximately 65 ft . apart. 
Buckner sprinklers are used. The pump 
house for this area is located nearly 500 
yds. from the course area. The course 
water supply is on the main line of the 
campus irrigation system. 

Dr. Gene Nutter provided the 13 differ-
ent strains of Bermuda for the greens. It 
was decided that this would be an ideal 
location for experimentation to learn 
about the performance of the various 
strains. These grasses were brought from 
the turf nurseries of the state experimen-
tal station. 

The Plant and Ground department 
sprigged the fairways with centipede 
grass. The entire area is under a close 
planned maintenance program, with Dr. 
Nutter acting as the technical advisor. 
The tees were also planted with several 
different strands of Bermuda. These tees 
offered also an excellent chance for de-
termining the desirability of the various 
grasses. 

From a class teaching point of view, 
this course offers many possibilities for 

golf instruction. For example, take a class 
of 30: 10 of the class could be putting; 
10 could be using the driving cages; 10 
could be playing the course. Decentraliza-
tion of the group will be simple, and yet 
since the area is small, the instructor will 
have control over the whole group. From 
the edge of the driving area to the line of 
oaks is about 190 yds. Most beginning 
women golfers will not hit any shot much 
farther than this. The trees offer an ex-
cellent protection for those who are put-
ting or hitting short shots. 

National Golf Day Field 
127,003 Against Hogan 

Officers of National Golf Fund, Inc., 
after their meeting at St. Paul during the 
PGA championship announced that more 
than 127,000 placed on National Golf Day, 
June 5, against Ben Hogan's round at 
Baltusrol the following Saturday. Illness 
prevented Hogan's play on the day origi-
nally set for his round on the 1954 Na-
tional Open course. 

More than 2500 players on the 2,449 
courses thus far reporting National Golf 
Day results turned in net scores beating 
Hogan's remarkable 64. Hogan's 64 was 
played over Baltusrol's lower course from 
tees that made the course only about 200 
yds. shorter than during the Open. 

Hogan's round was so low that the 
sponsors of National Golf Day, Li fe maga-
zine and the PGA, have about 8500 " I Beat 
Hogan" medals left over. 

J. Edward King, vp of Time, Inc., who 
presided at the St. Paul meeting said that 
National Golf Day this year had about 20 
per cent greater play than in 1953 when 
it was the nation's golfers against the 
reigning National Open champion Julius 
Boros. 

Officers of the Fund discussed distribu-
tion of National Golf Day Funds to quali-
fied projects associated with golf. Golf 
charitable or educational projects that can 
qualify according to internal revenue dept. 
regulations are asked to present their ap-
plications to Fred L. Riggin, Pres., Na-
tional Golf Fund, Port Huron, Mich. 

Returns of 1954 National Golf Day are 
incomplete. Income from the entry fees 
are divided 50-50 between the USO and 
National Golf Fund. 

PGA Pres. Horton Smith, an officer of 
the Fund, spoke of the valued cooperation 
of members of the PGA and press and 
wireless sportswriters and sportscasters. 
Fund officers passed a resolution of sym-
pathy to the family of the late Grantland 
Rice, one of the Fund's directors. 


