
Plastic Pipe Saves Muny 
Course Over $ 5 , 0 0 0 

By VAN W A T S O N 
Mgr. , Sonford [N . C . I Golf & Country Club 

A F E W months ago, 1 went to our Board 
of A ldermen in Sanford, N , C., w i th an 

idea f o r a sprinkler system which would 
save our municipal ly owned 9-hole course 
a l least $5,000. I had been told by repre-
sentat ives of T r i ang l e Conduit & Cable Co.. 
Inc., N e w Brunswick. N , J., manufacturers 
of plastic pipe, that insta l l ing plastic p ipe 
would save us considerable money over a 
regular iron pipe installation. W e were 
s tar t ing f r om scratch because up to this 
point we had bad no sprinkler system and 
had depended entire ly upon the weather 
which certainty had not served us v e r y 
wel l . 

The Board of A ldermen w e r e not hard to 
convince when we pointed out to them that 
plastic pipe, being l ight and flexible, was 
considerably easier to install than ordinary 
types o f pipe. T h e y g a v e us the " g r een 
l i gh t , " the pipe was shipped and a T r iang l e 
representat ive stayed w i th ua throughout 
the entire installation. 

M y est imate on the cost of install ing 
ordinary pipe ran to about $10,000 or a l i tt le 
over $ 1,000 a green. When w e finally added 
up our costs of mater ia l and labor f o r in-
sta l l ing the plastic pipe, the whole job. 
including mak ing the pond, c a m e to less 
than $5,000. W i t h the s t rong possibi l i ty 
in mind that others would be Interested in 
such savings, I ' l l g o Into some of the de-
tails. 

W e U 3 e d 1600 f t . of 3 in. pipe. 150 f t . of 
2 in. pipe, 500 f t . o f In., 2260 f t o f 1W 
in.. 100 f t . of 1 in. and 500 f t . of in, pipe. 
The 3 in. pipe went into the pond and was 
pumped out through a Peer less Fluidyne 
pump close-coupled to a s ingle-phase 115-
230 volt, 5 h,p., 3450 R P M motor . W e had 
only planned on enough pressure to w a t e r 
f ive greens at one t ime but the smoothness 
of the inner wal l of the plast ic pipe a l lowed 
us to w a t e r all nine greens a t one time. The 
pressure a t the pump w a s about 60 lbs. and 
the pressure a t the greens w a s 40 or 45 lbs. 

W e dug our trenches about 8 or 9 in. 
deep, using a single p low behind a Ford 
tractor . The T r iang l e representat i ve toid 
me that in cold c oun t i y f r e e z ing w a t e r 
doesn't a f f ec t the pipe. I t mere l y expands 

w i th f r eez ing w a t e r o r tee and comes back 
to normal when temperatures rise. 

The thing I l iked best about this pipe 
was the fact that it is so l ight and f lexible. 
Instal lat ion is an ex t reme ly s imple job. 
When we came to any kind of an obstruc-
tion like a large rock o r a tree, we s imply 
went around it. W e didn't have to w o r r y 
about blasting. T h e three men I had w o r k -

A screwdriver and hack-saw are only tools 
needed for installation o| plastic pipe. 

i ng on the j ob found the pipe ex t reme ly 
l ight and easy to handle. One man can 
car ry a coil o f 200 f t . wi thout any trouble. 

Another g rea t advantage of plast ic p ipe 
Is that you don't need any e laborate tools. 
W e carried a hack-saw and a screw dr iver 
a long w i th us and that 's alt. I t was a mat -
ter of about a M minute (.0 cut through 
the pipe with a hack-saw and most o f the 
connections w e r e made up t i ght by means 
of a screw-type c l amp provided by T r i -
angle. W e used ga lvanized connectors in 
the la rger sizes and plastic connectors, 
supplied by T r i ang l e , in the smal ler sizes. 
In those f e w places whe re we made con-
nections between the plast ic p ipe and short 
l engths of tron pipe, the manufac turer sup-
plied us w i th a plastic adapter which is 
Ideally suited f o r the job. 

T o i l lustrate the ease of instal lation, w e 
started this j ob on Thursday at 2 o 'c lock 
and with 3 men w o r k i n g 8 hours a day, had 
the w a t e r on al l 9 greens a t 2 o 'c lock 



AND STILL THE SHOT ECHOES 
Lew Worsham ( le f t ) and Geo rg e S. M a y look over part of the ba les of c l ippings referring lo 
Lew ' s unparal le led tournament finish of an eag l e in the Tarn 0 ' Shanter World championship. 
Geo r g e is go ing to have a press cl ipping bill about as big as the 525.000 first prixe Lew won. 
Engineers of Bell trod Howe l l Ca. (motion picture equipment makers) have f igured out [torn 
the film of Worsham's shot that he holed out. jusl how long the shot was. N o w it's off icial. 

The distance was 104 yds. 

Saturday afternoon. I figured if we had 
been laying regular pipe it would have 
taken 4 or 5 times as long and we would 
have needed more men. 

Not only were we able to save the town 
money by using plastic pipe, but the ease 
of Installation resulted in very little player 
interruption. 

Another thing I like about Triangle pipe 
is that it will not rot. rust or corrode. I 
don't know exactly what the life expect-
ancy is but I've been told that you can 

Light weight of plastic p ipe and ease in han-
dling speed installation. Here Van Watson 
and crew test connections before cover ing. 

bury it and forget It for at least 35 years. 
That's good enough for me. The fact that 
the pipe won't rust or corrode also means 
that you'll be getting a full flow of water 
at all times. I imagine that if many clubs 
were to examine their ordinary metal pipe 
that has been on the ground for some time, 
they would find it only about 50% efficient 
because of the accumulation Of rust and 
scale on the inside. This will never happen 
with plastic pipe. 

This Triangle plastic pipe that we used 
is made from virgin polyethylene and is 
perfectly suitable for conveying water for 
drinking purposes. It would be ideal for 
carrying water out to the various drinking 
fountains on any golf course. 

All in all, I am very pleased with our 
decision to use plastic pipe. I would 
strongly recommend it to any club that is 
looking for a way to save money. 

When you want to get quick action on 
trade-Ins, of odd clubs especially, put these 
clubs In a barrel in your shop and hang a 
sign on the barrel advertising them at 
greatly reduced prices. It's surprising how 
many of these clubs will be bought hy fel-
lows who haven't been having much luck 
with some club or clubs in their sets. 

— Johnny Bass 


