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M a n y problems face today 's g o l f course 
superintendents, but the labor situation 
tops the list. 

Sa lar ies and w a g e s use up near ly two -
thirds o f the budget, leav ing only one-
third f o r o ther i tems essential t o main-
ta in ing a go l f course in the condition 
required b y today 's players. But this 
high labor percentage isn't a t t rac t ing 
workers. W i t h the exception o f three o r 
f our men the c r ew consists of school -age 
boys who only work about ten weeks. 
Consequently, l i tt le manpower is avai l-
able f o r improv ing i rr igat ion and drain-
ag e systems, rebui lding greens, and mak-
ing o ther capital improvements during 
spr ing and fai l . F e w men have been look-
ing f o r emp loyment on go l f courses in 
recent years because nearby fac tor i es have 
more to o f f e r in pensions, sick benefits, 
hospital insurance, vacations, and over-
t ime pay . 

The increasing number o f go l f e r s has 
boosted labor costs even higher. Ea r l y 
morn ing golf is becoming quite a f a c t o r 
in the t ime required to do some of the 
jobs that can only be pe r f o rmed in the 
morning. A n d the increase in a f ternoon 
play has also a f f e c t ed the cost o f main-
tenance Jobs that must be done in the 
a f ternoon. Members in pr i va te clubs do 
not real ize their in ter ference and expect 
a g r ea t deal more courtesy than players 
at public fee courses. 

Dur ing the 1952 season a nagg ing prob-
lem was the w i l t ing of grass. N o doubt 
the cause was w a r m temperatures and 
high humidity during the ear ly part o f 
the season. T h e grass did not have a 
chance to establish a root system deep 
enough to keep the grass a l ive through 
the hot summer months. 

U g h t f requent wa t e r ing during the day 
when the grass begins to show signs of 
w i l t ing was the only solution to this 
problem. Of course this solution requires 
the superintendent t o be on the j ob seven 
days a week and constant ly on the move 
f r o m green to green. But a l i t t le wa te r 
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a t the proper t ime has saved many greens 
and probably many superintendent 's job. 
even though go l f e r s cr i t ic ized the superin-
tendent f o r wa te r ing dur ing play. 

When discussing g rass dur ing summer 
months, poa annua a lways receives much 
comment . Keep ing poa annua out o f 
wate red f a i rways is a lways a headache. 
But if w e had a reasonably-priced liquid 
f e r t i l i ze r that could be used In a power 
sprayer during the summer and a fa i r -
way sprinkl ing system that p e r m i t t e d a 
l ight and more f requent wa te r ing w e 
might be able to hold the poa annua 
through the hot summer . Since this 
method wo rks on greens It should be 
sat is fac tory on f a i rways . 

Research and exper imentat ion have 
solved many equipment problems, but 
power putt ing green mowers , one of the 
most essential articles, can stand im-
provement . Some putt ing green mowers 
m a y do a good j ob on level greens but 
not on contoured greens. Others may do 
a fa i r j ob on the contours but fa l l t o 
cut short and smooth. T o overcome this 
de fec t the casters or rol lers support ing 

the front end should be styled and placed 
to a l low the m o w e r to cut equal ly as well 
on sof t , contoured greens a t 3/16 In. as 
on hard, f la t greens a t a g r ea t e r height . 
Fur thermore the number of blades in the 
reel and the speed of the reel should be 
g rea t enough so that the green is not 
l e f t washboarded. The design engineers 
should also e l iminate warp ing in the 
center of the bedknives. 

Good Stand of Grass 
(Continued from page 18) 

range of p H are the basis of these tests. 

The amount of l ime to apply depends 
upon the degree o f acidity, the kind of 
soil, and the kind of grass. Somet imes 
the soil supply o f avai lable magnes ium Is 
low. This can be determined quickly by 
mak ing a soil test. Then a do lomit ic l ime 
of high magnes ium content should be used 
to correct soil ac idi ty , because it supplies 
magnes ium also, which plants need f o r 
normal g rowth . The f igures in the f o r e -
go ing tables can be used as a rough guide 
to decide upon the amount o f l ime to use. 
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