
Golf Goods Almost 40 Per Cent 
1952 Sports Sales 

Athlet ic Goods Manufac turers ' Assn, 
figures on 1952 sales of athlet ic and 
sport ing goods sales, audited by Ernst 
and Ernst, show go l f equipment at 139.-
511,870 In f ac to ry sel l ing price, including 
excise tax. To ta l f o r the manufacturers 
who include al l leading makers and by 
f a r the bulk of sports goods production, 
except hunting and fishing equipment, Is 
$100,297,177. 

Baseball and sof tbal l comes next t o 
go l f , with $20,494,320. In third place is 
inflated goods ( footbal ls , basketballs, e tc . ) 
with $11,216,394. Then fo l low, in o rder : 
athlet ic shoes, miscel laneous items, ath-
letic clothing, tennis equipment, helmets, 
pads, etc., and box ing g loves. 

In 1952 there were 3,374,886 gol f clubs 
sold, of which 2,319,512 w e r e irons and 
1,055.374 woods. Bal l sales by fac tor i es 
were 2,113.629 doz. B a g sales w e r e 491, 
697. In the bal l depar tment the highest 
g r ade balls accounted f o r a lmost 60 per 
cent of the entire volume. H ighest g r ade 
irons accounted f o r a lmost 40 per cent of 
total iron sales. Top g rade goods w e r e 

about 31 per cent of all wood sales. The 
second highest price class in woods ac-
counted f o r a l i tt le more than 34 per cent 
of the wood volume. 

Course Operating Costs 
(Continued from page 50) 

W h a t makes the situation especial ly 
unreasonable is that every g o l f e r real izes 
the g rea t d i f ference in courses. A n 80 
on one course would be f a r better scor ing 
than a 68 on another course, yet the 
operat ing costs are compared on the same 
level. The course ra t ing system has 
been extens ive ly adopted as g roundwork 
f o r fa ir handicapping but there 's no con-
sideration g i ven to course ra t ing in com-
parison of maintenance accounting, save 
in the Midwes t Golf Course Supts. ' sur-
vey and, as I ' v e said, that is a long w a y 
f r o m having received merited acceptance. 

So my fr iend, the new chairman, can' t 
g e t the help he wan t s f r om today 's com-
parisons of course operat ing costs and by 
the l ime he ge t s a Tairly c lear idea o f how 
these comparisons could be made he wi l l 
be tired of his j ob as chairman and let 
his successor t ake up the search. 

presents Golf Trophies, 
Gifts and Awards that are 
DISTINCTIVELY DIFFERENT 

tf you're looking for an unusual golf trophy, jewelry or g i f t award, you're 
ture to f ind it at the Haute of Wil l iam*. Send for Free Cata log. 
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