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There a re usually two w a y s to control 
diseases o f man, animals or plants. One 
method is to cure the disease and the 
o ther is to prevent it be fore It occurs. I n 
controlling1 diseases o f fine turf, an ounce 
o f spray chemical wi l l o f ten prevent dis-
ease that a pound of fungic ide would not 
cure. I n fac t , an individual blade o f g rass 
can never be cured of a disease. A "cura-
t i v e " appl icat ion ki l ls the fungus and 
stops the disease and if the grass is not 
permanent ly damaged new g r o w t h re-
places that which has heen ki l led by the 
disease. 

Recent ly there has been discussion on 
whether a curat ive spray or a pro tec t i ve 
spray is the best control pract ice f o r 
dol lar spot on go l f greens. Some go l f 
course superintendents p r e f e r to wa i t un-
til they see dol lar spot and then spray to 
cure while others spray a t regu lar inter-
vals throughout the season. In the areas 
whe re the summer season is usually cool 
and humid, regu lar spray ing e v e r y 3 0 to 
14 days is a common pract ice. Since dol-
lar spot is f a vo red by cool w e t weather 
the cura t i ve spray la a risky pract ice un-
der cool c l imate conditions. In o ther areas 
whe re the summers are hot and re lat ive ly 
dry. the curat ive spray program is com-
mon ly fo l lowed. 

I t is not possible to say which is the 
best pract ice to f o l l ow in most parts of 
the Uni ted States . I f there is any doubt 
about the kind of weather expected, pro-
tect ive sp ray ing should be done. Even If 
there U not a lot of dollar spot those f e w 
spots which a l w a y s have occurred wi l l be 
prevented. A f e w dol lar spots m a y not be 
fa ta l to a wel l kept green, but i f the f ew 
which do occur g e t In the path of a 
go l f e r ' s putt , the superintendent wi l l be 
blamed. P r o t e c t i v e spray ing is l ike In-
surance aga ins t disease damage . T h e fun-
g ic ide is there to protec t against the dis-
ease if it starts. Since the fungus which 
causes the dol lar spot disease is a lways 
present in pract ica l ly all soils and lacks 
only the r ight wea the r to move Into the 
succulent turf the insurance is wo r th -
whi le . 

Tes t p lots on fine turf in Michigan have 
shown f o r several years that regular 
spray appl icat ions o f moat common com-
merc ia l turf fung ic ides wi l l result in good 
control o f dol lar spot even In yea rs when 

the unsprayed plots had five spots per sq, 
f t . o f turf. P l o t s w e r e sprayed every 12 
days and the chemical was used a t the 
min imum rate recommended by the maker 
of the materia) . Some materials, such as 
Cadminate. gave near per f ec t control, and 
nine out of 12 mater ia ls used In 1951 g a v e 
good pract ical control . P ro t ec t i v e spray-
ing pays off in disease-free go l f greens. 
F ine turf is wor th the insurance that pro-
tect ive spray ing g ives aga ins t dol lar spot 
damage . 

Grau Joins Murray in 
Grass Service Work 

Fred V. G w u , who resigned ear l ier 
this year a f t e r 8 years as Director , U S G A 
Green Section, has joined F rank Murray , 
in Grau-Murray Grass Service. The com-
pany 's o f f i ce is a t Glen Road, Rte . 1, 
Rockvi l le , Md. Te lephone is Pop la r 2-3378. 

P r i o r to his Green Sect ion w o r k Grau 
f o r 10 years was extension agronomis t in 
Pennsylvania. 

Mur ray has been associated w i th go l f 
course work f o r more than 15 years. He 
was green chmn.. Congress ional C C 
(Wash ing ton dist . ) f r om 1937-39. He was 
on the construction of the Woodmon t CC, 
Bethesda, Md.. and at present Is building 
the Patuxent . Md.. course. 

Grau-Murray Grass Serv i ce wi l l g r o w 
and install sod o f improved grasses and 
handle problems of improv ing grasses on 
exist ing grassed areas. 

Causes of Trouble on 
Iowa Courses 

A t meet ings during 1952 our members 
agreed that the most common troubles on 
greens w e r e : 

1. Ove r wa te r ing leads to compac-
tion, shallow roots, and tender grass 
which won ' t withstand hot, humid weather 
in mid summer. 

2. T o o fine mater ia l used in top-dress-
ing — leads to compact ion and shal low 
root g rowth . 

3. In frequent mow ing leads to m a t t y 
condition which in turn makes grass more 
susceptible to diseases. 

4. Inadequate f e r t i l i ze r p r og ram — 
greens should be fed l ight ly , but more f re-
quent ly to promote steady g r o w t h and 
maintain constant color. 

5. Aer i f i e r not used enough on com-
pacted greens. 
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