
Yearbook Entertains and 
Informs Members 

By LENT CALDERWOOD 
Profess iona l , St . J o s e p h ( M a . ) Coun t r y C l ub 

THK idea of a country club yearbook 
first came to the at tent ion o f Bi i l 

Mye r s and W a y n e Had ley of Mye rs & 
Co. of Topeka , Ks . and mysel f during the 
late spr ing of las t year. 

The ent ire 18 holes of the course was a 
scenic beauty w i th its we l l g r oomed fa i r -
ways , sand traps, trees, flowers, and even 
hazards. W e all thought that It would be 
wonder ful , i f these scenes w e r e put Into 
pr int and e v e r y member be able to obtain 
a copy. 

W h y not a yearbook f o r a country 
c lub? A s f a r as we knew it had never 
been done be fore , but the popular school 
yearbook has a l w a y s brought back to 
m e m o r y m a n y pictures and happy hours 
spent w i th old fr iends. Tha t was the an-
swer, and i t would not only record the 
beauty of the go l f course, but would 
prov ide a permanent record o f the many 
act iv i t i es o f the club and its members. 

W e could do It. Mye rs & Co. are a 
publishing company and I had had some 
exper ience w i th yearbooks in school. 

L a t e r I ta lked t o our club manage r and 
course superintendent. They both liked 
the idea and o f f e red to g i v e me their co-
operat ion and help which they did, and 
wi thout their support I could not have 
put the book out. I talked to a number 
of members. A l l not only encouraged 
me, but wanted to sign up f o r a copy. 

In the next f e w days, the more I 
thought about it the more enthusiastic I 
became to put out a Yearbook f o r the St. 
Joseph CC, Dur ing the past number of 
years I had been asked m a n y t imes about 
the course record, w h o the club champion 
was in some part icular year , or was there 
ever an ace scored on this hole or that, 

iluh of Getting Records 
There w e r e no records of this sort 

when I first c ame to the club, and none o f 
the members w e r e sure of most o f these 
events. I was able to pick up quite a bit 
of in fo rmat ion f r om a veteran g o l f e r of 
the club who w a s our present champ, Ne l -
son Thomas, but even w i th his good mem-
ory most o f these records were uncertain. 

W i t h the help of Mr . Thomas, we started 

Leny Calderwood (L) and Wayne Hsdley, check-
ing over the yearbook upon publication, are 

amused by picture in comic section. 

to rummage over old scrap books of indi-
vidual members and the sports pages of 
many yea rs of the local newspapers on 
file. I t took many hours, but a g rea t deal 
of the material w e were a f t e r was dug up. 

I didn't have to s tar t ent ire ly f r om 
scratch, however , as over the past f e w 
years I had acquired a good many v e r y 
good pictures of the g o l f course, the club-
house, the sw imming pool, and pictures 
of members par t ic ipat ing in the various 
funct ions of the club. In fac t some of 
these pictures had go t t en a w a y as I had 
loaned pictures to members who w e r e go-
ing out of town and wanted to show 
friends some v i ews o f the i r home club. 
The Yearbook would serve this purpose 
well . 

During the months to fo l low, I rounded 
up many pictures pictures of the club 
and Its act iv i t ies that members had on 
hand as wel l as having pictures taken of 
the var ious occasions dur ing the year . I 
snapped many pictures myse l f of go l f e r s 
in act ion on the go l f course. The idea, o f 
course, was to t r y to ge t a t least one pic-
ture of every member of the club. 

But the big problem that concerned 
me most was how to d e f r a y the expense. 



Our club, as does most country clubs, 
forbids any advert is ing . I finally sett led 
upon the plan of m a k i n g a charge of $5 
per capy which would cover the cost of 
pr int ing as wel l as that spent to ge t taken 
the pictures that I would need. But I still 
would have t o be sure be fore go ing to 
press just how many members would want 
the book or I m i gh t come out in the hole 
although the idea w a s not to make money. 
So 1 sent out a l e t ter expla in ing just 
what the book would be and wha t it 
would include, and asked every member 
to get his subscription in be fore we went 
to press. I g o t a v e r y good quick re-
sponse. 

Because of a h e a v y gol f season, I had 
l i tt le t ime to do any actual w o r k on the 
book itself until the latter part of Sep-
tember. In October I gathered all my 
mater ia l and headed f o r Mye rs & Co. For 
three days Had ley and mysel f worked to 
g e t the book set up. I ts ve ry good ar-
rangement was due a g rea t deal to Had-
ley 's expert advice. 

I t came off the press a f e w hours be fore 
N e w Year ' s Eve , and w e distributed it to 
the members at the annual N e w Y e a r 
E v e par ty a t the club. 

The book's 58 pages are bound wi th a 
beauti ful plastic padded cover. A l l the 
act iv i t ies of the club are included, go l f . 

social, tennis, sw imming , the gun club, 
and a membership roster. I t is much the 
same as that of the school yearbook With 
the exception that most pictures are in 
act ion rather than posed. 

I t was enthusiastical ly accepted by the 
members. On the president 's page, H. N. 
Stevenson wrote , "Bes t o f all and most 
important to you and me are our friends, 
the members and their fami l i es whom we 
meet and play with, and our staff who 
w o r k at their jobs and work together to 
make a good club and to keep us all 
happy. T o remember all this and to en joy 
o ve r and over aga in the good t imes of the 
past is the purpose of t h i B book. 1 am 
sure we all we lcome it as another good 
fea ture of our c lub." 

I t wi l l certainly serve as a permanent 
record, which alone, is an asset to any 
country club. Should any one be Inter-
ested in putt ing out a s imilar book, I 
would sugges t they contact W a y n e Had-
ley, P. O, Box 795, Topeka , Ks., f o r 
fur ther in format ion as to just how to g o 
about It over. 

A l though I spent quite a bit of t ime on 
the book mysel f , it could be put out 
ve ry easy without much work f rom any 
one person. I t could be done ent ire ly by 
the club membership through various 
committees, each tak ing one phase. 

Time for Change in 
Maintenance Policy 

By HARRY MEUSEL 
Supt , , Vole G o l f C e u r » , N e w H a v e n , Conn, 

In sett ing a pol icy f o r go l f course 
maintenance work and so lv ing our prob-
lems in the order of their importance we 
first have t o consider the game of go l f , the 
increasing number o f go l f e r s and the high 
costs we all are bucking. 

Can w e meet the demands of all the 
gol fers , have a hacker ' s haven and a 
go l fer ' s paradise a t the same t ime? T o 
me this is the b igges t problem • to have a 
course where the good g o l f e r f inds a test, 
the h igh handicap g o l f e r a haven, and ye t 
be able to keep such a course within a 
budget. 

T h e only w a y I can see of accomplish-
ing this is to remodel and to reconstruct. 
Th is need not be a la rge scale operation. 
W e must ge t rid of the many nooks and 
the like which have to be maintained by 
hand. T h e days of hand labor seem to 
be gone. Since this is a machine age. 
geared to the speed and economy of ma-

chines, how can go l f courses keep up 
with the t imes and go l f e rs ' demands with-
out this e f f i c i ency? 

A prerequisite, natural ly , is a course 
where machines can be used. Old hard-
packed greens and the problems they 
present need not be to lerated. The sod 
can be l i f ted, and the soil and sub-soil 
rebuit to the proper t ex ture and speci f i -
cations. F o r that matter , w h y can't new 
grasses be brought to the go l f course — 
the show place o f g rass ? 

A l l rebuilding and reconstruction should 
be done w i th a thought f o r p leasant p lay-
ing condit ions f o r the g o l f e r and speedy 
maintenance. I t costs less to purchase 
one pract ical machine than to pay two 
men to do the same j ob and machines a re 
not subject to the ebb and f l o w of the 
labor supply, 

A l l this isn't done in short order. I t 
takes t ime and money ; but if one wil l 
compare the costs of Innovat ions to long-
term maintenance with hand labor he wil l 
see that it Is t ime f o r a change. I t wil l 
take study and t ime f o r the individual 
course but it wi l l be t ime wel l spent. 


