
at t rac t i ve without too much g lamor and 
blowup attached to the basic part o f turf 
management , let it be thoroughly under-
stood by all just what should be done 
by both employer and employe to ar r i ve 
a t a sat is fac tory conclusion. 

I t is ve ry important to strive f o r a 
smooth working- machine which in the 
long run wil l in ject much of that harmony 
and spirit of cooperat ion that is so neces-
sary f o r successful and economical opera-
tion of our dai ly tasks. 

W e still have many turf problems to 
overcome in Flor ida but I bel ieve the day 
is not too f a r a w a y when some of these 
wi l l be answered. A new turf experi-
mental garden is now being established a t 
the Univers i ty of F lor ida under the super-
vision of Dr. Gene Nut ter . W i t h the sin-
cere cooperation of go l f course superin-
tendents in Florida, I am sure that the 
turf research p rog ram wil l bear fruit that 
can be digested by all who have a healthy 
appetite f o r food o f that nature. Dr. 
Nut t e r has been ve ry act ive during the 
past year in surveying the various dis-
tr icts in the state f o r whatever problems 
require more intensive study and re-
search. F r o m these observat ions we wil l 
eventual ly have a better opportunity to 
obtain pertinent in format ion as a guide 
to accomplish various pro jects with more 
accuracy and less wor ry . 

Distr ict superintendents' associations 
within the state are becoming more ac-
tive, W e expect to get a short course 
under way at Gainesvil le, s imilar to the 
set-up at Purdue university. Th is wil l 
most certainly be of much value to all 
and wil l be a central meet ing place to 
discuss our problems each year. 

Tiffine (Tifton 127)Bermuda 
Is Developed a t Tifton 

B. P. Robinson and Glenn W. Burton 
tGeorglo Coostal Plain Experiment Station, 

Tifton. Go . ) 

Golf course superintendents have con-
tinually searched f o r a good fine textured 
Bermuda grass. The establishment of ex-
perimental turf plots at the Georgia 
Coastal P la in Exper iment Stat ion in 1947 
marked the first milestone f o r the selec-
tion, breeding, and test ing of Bermuda 
grass types f o r turf purposes. Dur ing 
this t ime over 136 types o f Bermuda 
grasses have been tested under both gol f 
green and f a i r w a y management . By 1949 
and 1950 it was evident that a hybrid 
Bermuda, T i f l awn ( T i f t on 57 Bermuda 

grass ) produced a t the exper iment station, 
was superior to common seeded Bermuda 
grass and several selections f r om gol f 
courses in the Southeast. T i f lawn, how-
ever, still fe l l short -of the exact ing re-
quirements of the go l f e rs f o r a ve ry fine 
textured Bermuda. In an ef fort , therefore, 
to produce a finer textured Bermuda while 
still retaining desirable qualities, T i f lawn. 
Cynodon daciylon, and several other selec-
tions of common Bermuda were hybridized 
with a v e r y f ine- leafed disease susceptible 
Bermuda f r o m South Afr ica—Cynodon 
tmnsvaalensis. 

Eighty-n ine hybrid plants, obtained 
f r om the crosses, were planted in the field 
f o r observat ion in 1949. Several o f the 
plants appeared to be infer ior turf types 
and w e r e discarded. The most promising 
hybrids, however , were planted in the ex-
perimental turf plots. Such comparat ive 
rat ings as disease resistance, sod density, 
fineness, p lay ing quality, weed resistance, 
aggressiveness, etc. over the past two 
years have indicated that the hybrid plant 
carry ing the number 127 is a superior turf 
type. This Bermuda produced by crossing 
T i f l awn wi th South A f r i c an Bermuda 
grass has become known as T i f t on 127 
turf Be rmuda—Ti f f ine . Since it does not 
produce viable seed, it must be propagated 
vegeta t i ve ly . 

T i f f ine has a distinctive medium green 
color, is aggressive, disease resistant, not 
injured by overseeding w i th ryegrass, and 
is much finer in texture than Ti f lawn, 
common seeded Bermuda, or most other 
types of Bermuda grass used on putt ing 
greens. Small quantities o f sprigs are 
avai lable to gol f clubs on request and 
have been mai led to many clubs in the 
Southeast. Commerc ia l sources are also 
available. Observations to date indicate 
that T i f f ine is wel l adapted throughout the 
Southeast. I t is being g rown sat is factor-
ily on new greens in the coastal area and 
as f a r north as the Ohio R i v e r Val ley. 

A l though T i f f ine is a g rea t improvement 
over common Bermuda for putt ing 
greens, the Bermuda grass breeding work 
is being continued in the hope that even 
better Bermudas may be found. 

I dispose of some of my trade-ins by ex-
changing them f o r lost balls which the 
caddies have found. These balls I either 
sell to used ball buyers o r have them re-
conditioned and sell them mysel f . 

—Ch ick Faltus, 
L a k e Hil ls G&CC, St. John, Ind. 


