
U of Illinois Looks Ahead 
with Its New Course 

By MARGARET CONNOLLY 

It's been a long time since the Univer-
sity of Illinois could boast of its intercol-
legiate golf record. The Illini golfers won 
the Big Ten title in 1940 and 1941. Now 
Coach Ralph Fletcher has good reason to 
believe his squad is on the road back to 
the top. 

Fletcher bases his hope on the belief 
that if a school has a new championship 
golf course that gets better each year, the 
team will inevitably improve with the 
course. Illinois has such a course now. 
Af ter two years of construction, it was 
opened for play late in the spring of 
1950. Last year gave it its first real test. 

Byron Nelson gave an exhibition at the 
1951 USGA National Junior Amateur 
tournament held on the new course last 
July. He and other golf authorities have 
praised the University layout. Their com-
plaint has been that the turf had not ma-
tured on the fairways but this season will 
see fairway turf satisfactorily developed. 

James D. Standish, USGA pres., in pre-
senting the trophy to the 1951 USGA 
National Junior championship winner. 
Tommy Jacobs, said that among the many 
courses the USGA Executive committee 
had seen none had more uniformly fine 
greens than the comparatively new Uni-
versity of Illinois course. 

In June, 1948, C. D. Wagstaff and Co., 
designers and builders of the course, be-

gan work on the 170 acre farm about 5 
miles southwest of the Urbana-Cham-
paign campus which had been selected as 
the course site. The construction work 
went on a $166,924 bid. The Athletic 
Association allotted another $51,250 for 
landscaping and a complete course water-
ing system and a well. Since then $35,-
000 additional has been spent on an all-
weather road to the course and other 
improvements. The clubhouse is still to 
be built. 

"Not one cent of the taxpayer's money 
goes into the athletic program here," 
athletic director Doug Mills says. "The 
cost of the course, which exceeded $250,-
000, was paid from dividends from inter-
collegiate athletics at the University. In-
tercollegiate athletics not only pay their 
own way but also support the intramural 
program and provide funds for building 
recreation facilities for the whole student 
body," Mills points out. "Everyone's talk-
ing nowadays about de-emphasizing the 
big college sports, but it's profits from 
football and basketball at Illinois that 
built the University's ice rink, tennis 
courts, and now the golf course in addi-
tion to maintaining the stadium and other 
athletic facilities. 

"This course is another indication of 
the university's consideration for the stu-
dents who can't make the inter-collegiate 
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competitive teams. They — and the team 
players too — must receive benefit f rom a 
comprenhensive sports program and ade-
quate facilities that have a lasting carry-
over value. The value of this new golf 
course will be reaped by many thousands 
of students long af ter they've graduated. 

"The course was designed for both the 
average golfer and the champion," Mills 
continues. "The construction company 
dredged a seven acre lagoon on the 
grounds. The earth f rom the lagoon was 
used to give an interesting contour to the 
land around it. The water hazard is a 
tough test of skill on four holes. The roll-
ing greens, the sand traps, and the bunk-
ers are tough tests on all 18 holes. About 
60 traps dot the course. Fairways are 
narrow, and dog-legs are abundant." Says 
Coach Fletcher, " I t 's a tough course f rom 
the championship tees and played at that 
length tougher than the average gol fer 
can handle. The par 72 will stand up 
against expert sharp-shooting." 

The tees are rather narrow but deep. 
The markers can be set at the back of the 
tees to extend the distance on most holes 
about 50 yards, stretching the course 
f rom 6200 to the 6,900 yd. mark. 

A deep well supplies water to the la-
goon and two pumps feed the lagoon 
water into the watering system. The 
sprinkler system cost an estimated 
$60,000. 

Public Fee Is Higher 
The course is primarily for the stu-

dents, faculty, and staf f , ' and for inter-
collegiate play, but the public can use 
the links for a slightly higher fee than 
the university people pay. Faculty and 
staff members have to find their own 
transportation, but students get free rides 
to the course. They use the buses running 
regularly to the University airport for 
the department of aeronautical engineer-
ing. 

The Athletic Association board of direc-
tors chose the design for the clubhouse 
from entries submitted in student compe-
tition in architecture classes. The win-
ning plans by Arthur Kaulfuss include a 
pool as well as a clubhouse. The Associa-
tion hopes to start work on the clubhouse 
within the next five years. Right now it 
can't af ford it. I f athletic receipts should 
fall off because of an economic squeeze, 
the house would have to wai t still longer. 

The old University course is perfectly 
flat, short, and nine holes. It 's hardly a 
challenge to a duffer. The Illinois team 
did some practicing on the local country 
clubs' courses, but they just didn't feel 
at home on them. 

There has been talk of abandoning the 
old course and turning it into a baseball 
diamond. " I hope they don't tear it up," 
said Fletcher, " I t 's good enough for the 
beginner. They can always get a crowd 

out there." The duffers would like to have 
it kept too, as the new course looks to 
some of them like it is more than they 
can handle. 

Fletcher hopes the new championship 
course will attract good golfers. " I want 
to make good young golfers hear so much 
about the course that they'll want to play 
it and will come here to school," Fletcher 
says. 

Landscaping with Foresight 
Scenically, you can't call the new course 

beautiful yet. I t was converted f rom flat 
farm land. Earth-moving f rom the lagoon 
and in borrowing from fa i rways to build 
up greens, as well as in constructing fair-
way traps has been handled to g ive a roll-
ing look to what was almost a pool-table 
level. Employment of earth-moving ma-
chinery and methods that have progressed 
greatly in the past decade made possible 
a contouring job that wouldn't have been 
practical f rom a cost viewpoint, then 
years ago, even with the lower costs of 
labor and equipment rental at the time. 

The trees and shrubbery are still low 
but time will develop the planting so in 
10 or 15 years the site that once was 
prairie will be converted into an area of 
apparently natural wooded and shrubbed 
beauty. 

Especially interesting from the golf ar-
chitectural and maintenance viewpoints is 
the way in which the planting has been 
coordinated with the golf shotmaking re-
quirements, and arranged so landscaping 
care as a course maintenance factor will 
not add unduly to costs. 

JOE TUTORS PAT AND MIKE 

( L t o R ) : Tracy ( M i k e ) , H e p b u r n (Pa t ) and Novak 
( J o e . ) Joe Novak recen t l y c o m p l e t e d a 9 weeks 
h i t ch as techn ica l d i r e c t o r on an M G M p i c t u re 
" P a t and M i k e " , s ta r r i ng Kathar ine H e p b u r n and 
Spencer Tracy and hav ing , among its o the r charac-
ters Babe Zahar ias, Beverly Hanson, H e l e n Det t -
wei le r , Betty Hicks and some lady and gen t l eman 
tennis stars. The Bel A i r pro and f o r m e r P S A 
pres. t u t o r e d Pat (M iss H e p b u r n in g o l f i n g tech-
n ique fo r her p e r f o r m a n c e as a sports w o n d e r g i r l . 
The out l ine of t he screen story reads l ike the 

p ic tu re o u g h t t o be v e r y y u n n y . 




