
Los Angeles Looks Ahead 
to Ease Golf Shortage 

By DARSIE L. DARSIE 

Golfers of Sou the rn Cal i fornia , and i t 
h a s been e s t ima ted t h a t they n u m b e r close 
to 300,000, have been deservedly a l a rmed 
a t t he n u m b e r of public l inks a n d pr iva te 
courses which have been closed and a re 
being closed so t h a t they can be subdi-
vided fo r homesi tes . 

Dur ing the recent $17,500 Los Angeles 
Open T o u r n a m e n t a t Riviera , t h e rumor 
got a r o u n d t h a t the f a m o u s a n d beau t i fu l 
course w a s to be closed a n d subdivided. 
This w a s immedia te ly denied b y the club 
president , b u t i t was revealed b y Column-
ist B raven Dye r in the Los Ange les Times 
t h a t the f a m o u s Riviera polo fields, on 
which m o r e t h a n 5,000 c a r s w e r e pa rked 
the final S u n d a y of t he t o u r n a m e n t , had 
a l ready been sold, and would no longer 
be avai lable f o r park ing . This, perhaps , 
s t a r t ed t h e Riviera rumor . 

B u t t h e s t o ry caused wide specula t ion 
a m o n g t h e gol fers . They h a d seen the 
magni f icen t E l Cabal lero CC course in the 
lush San F e r n a n d o Valley closed. I t w a s 
here, b a c k in 1927, t h a t wee Bobby 
Cru i ckshank h a d scored such a spec tacu-
lar v ic to ry in the second Los Angeles 
$10,000 Open T o u r n a m e n t . 

They h a d seen exclusive Midwick, the 
p l ayg round of Pasadena ' s mill ionaires, 
sold a t auc t ion t o a b a n a n a m e r c h a n t , and 
then had seen it cut up by subdividers . I t 
was here, a t t he f a m o u s 16th or L a k e 
Hole t h a t W a l t e r Hagen, p lay ing the 
course f o r t he first t ime, t u r n e d to his 
caddy a n d a sked if i t w e r e possible to 
drive ac ross the lake. 

The lad, tall, raw-boned, a n d unsmi l ing 
answered : "Yes, Mr. Hagen, i t can be 
driven." 

W a l t e r whipped out h is d r ive r and 
lashed in to a s c r eamer — which dropped 
into the w a t e r wi th a sp lash ten feet 
sho r t of t h e f a i r w a y . 

"Who," sa id H a g e n in w r a t h , " c a n drive 
i t ? " 

"I can," the boy answered , a n d Hagen 
handed h i m his driver . 

A p r e l im ina ry swing a n d t h e caddie, 
E l m e r Vice, c rashed out a booming tee 
shot which car r ied the lake w i t h some to 
spare . 

B u t t o d a y Midwick is a ve r i t ab l e ci ty of 
modes t homes —• jus t as i t s f a m e d polo 
fields w h e r e E r i c Pedley, Ca r l e ton Burke, 
T o m m y Hi tchock , E l m e r Boeseke, and 

H u g h D r u r y once m e t in in te rna t iona l 
compet i t ion — have now become back -
yards , patios, g a r a g e s a n d flower g a r -
dens. Midwick is bu t a memory . 

N o r a r e these the only ones. F l in t r idge , 
whe re F r e d J . W r i g h t m a d e his w e s t e r n 
debut and where the Hollywood comedian 
Vince B a r n e t t " r ibbed" Bobby Jones al-
mos t to exaspera t ion , h a s become p a r t 
homes i tes and p a r t is main ta ined as 
bridle p a t h s on the e s t a t e of Kei th Spal-
ding — b u t as f a r a s golf goes — it is a 
t h i n g of t he pas t . 

Add to these the f a m o u s Hollywood CC, 
the beau t i fu l 36 hole public l inks l ayout— 
Sunse t Fields — the Cal i forn ia CC, f a m o u s 
t h r o u g h three decades f o r i ts hospi ta l i ty 
and g r e a t invi tat ion tou rnamen t s , Moun-
ta in Meadows, Ind ian Hill, St. Andrews, 
Sunse t Canyon — they a r e all gone. 

Golfers Squeezed Out 
S o u t h e r n Cal i fornia golf is fee l ing the 

pinch. T h e public courses, and they a r e 
excellent ones, a r e crowded f r o m dayl igh t 
to d a r k every day of t he week; and the 
coun t ry clubs, w i thou t exception, h a v e 
full membersh ip and hundreds of appl i-
c a n t s on their w a i t i n g lists. 

H u n d r e d s of golfers , yes thousands , 
have s imply p u t t he i r clubs a w a y unt i l 
golf g e t s less popu la r or until Cal i forn ia 
golf courses ca tch up w i t h the demand . 

W h a t is being done and w h a t can be 
done to give Los Angeles, wi th i ts me t ro -
pol i tan popula t ion of m o r e than 4,000,000, 
adequa t e golf fac i l i t ies t o mee t t he de-
m a n d of those who would like to p l a y ? 

In answer ing t h a t question let 's see 
first w h a t Los Angeles has . 

In the first place Los Angeles has f o u r 
excel lent public courses, Pasadena h a s 
two, Montebello has one and Long Beach 
one. In addition, Los Angeles Coun ty 
m a i n t a i n s a beau t i fu l 18-hole public course 
a t S a n t a Ani ta , a 9-hole course a t A l t a -
dena, and an 18-hole course a t Alondra 
P a r k . Add to these p e r h a p s a dozen first 
c lass pay-as -you-p lay pr iva te ly owned 
courses and you c a n comprehend the 
p re sen t public golf p ic ture . 

B u t the count ry club p ic ture is r a t h e r 
da rk . Even such a magni f icent c o u n t r y 
club a s Wilshire, in t h e very h e a r t of Los 
Angeles , cannot too long s t and up a g a i n s t 
the s t a g g e r i n g t axes which a r e levied 



aga ins t it — a n d it is bu t a ques t ion of 
t ime unt i l i t m u s t go. 

Los Ange le s CC wi th i ts t w o magni f i -
cent courses a n d i ts mul t imi l l ion dollar 
f r o n t a g e on Wilsh i re Boulevard g ives no 
indication of mov ing — but you c a n ' t tell 
w h a t t h e f u t u r e will br ing. Even now a 
$5,000,000 d e p a r t m e n t s to re h a s been con-
s t ruc t ed on w h a t was once one of t he 
South Course f a i rways . I t is possible t h a t 
eventual ly t h e land will s imply be too 
valuable to keep it as a golf course . And 
the re a r e o the r s — m a n y o t h e r s —• which 
m a y find t h e growing met ropol i s a n d en-
croaching bus iness too much f o r t h e m to 
s t a n d u p a g a i n s t . 

W h a t , then , is t he f u t u r e ? 
I t would seem t h a t Los Ange les will 

have t o develop golf cen te r s 15, 20 and 25 
miles out f r o m the ci ty c e n t e r — golf 
cen te r s which can be reached in half a n 
hour ' s t ime by f a s t t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . 

Los Ange les Looking A h e a d 
Cons t ruc t ive t hough t t o w a r d such a n 

end is be ing t a k e n bo th by t h e c i ty and 
coun ty in t h e m a t t e r of u t i l i z ing flood 
contro l land which lies behind t h e huge 
d a m s which have been bui l t t o check t h e 
flooding Los Angeles, T u j u n g a , S a n Ga-
briel r ive rs a n d Ballona Creek. These flood 
contro l l ands may, in pa r t , b e u n d e r w a t e r 
10 days o r t w o weeks of t h e yea r . B u t 
if golf courses a r e so cons t ruc ted t h a t t he 
g reens and t ees will no t be u n d e r wa te r , 
the f a i r w a y s will not be ha rmed , and the 
golf cour ses — on public owned land — 
could be cons t ruc ted a t r easonab le cost . 

P l a n s h a v e now been d r a w n fo r t w o 
public courses a t the H a n s e n D a m nea r 
Burbank , t w o m o r e a t the Sepu lveda Dam, 
and i t is possible t h a t two o r t h r e e public 
courses can be built in the W h i t t i e r N a r -
rows. A C o u n t y Golf Commiss ion has a lso 
reported t h e possibility of developing 
other courses on public owned land along 
the Rio Hondo, Ballona Creek and Los 
Angeles River Bed n e a r L o n g Beach. 

In the m e a n t i m e Los A n g e l e s gol fers 
will h a v e to be content w i th p l ay ing under 
r a t h e r t r y i n g condit ions if they can ge t a 
s t a r t i n g t ime a t all. 

T h e c i t y h a s f a r o u t g r o w n i ts golf 
facil i t ies a n d i t is f a s t r u n n i n g o u t of land 
which could be used f o r golf course 
cons t ruc t ion . 

Tee Idea Brought Home 
from Supts. Meeting 

By HOWARD FARRANT 
Supt., Pine Brook C C , Weston, Mass. 

I a l w a y s a t t e n d our local golf course 
supe r in t enden t s ' meet ings w h e n e v e r I can, 
and I n e v e r h a v e been to one b u t t h a t I 
have seen and picked up new ideas t h a t 
h a v e been of in te res t to m y club. 

At one club I noticed th ree- foo t t i les be-
ing used as tee m a r k e r s and w a s t e con-
ta iners . We had been us ing some m e t a l 
b a s k e t s ; also some self-closing receptacles 
f o r t r a s h . B u t since t h a t t ime I have used 
t h e tile, s e t t ing the bell end into the 
g round a f ew inches. T h e tile is pa in ted 
club colors wi th n u m b e r s of hole and 
y a r d a g e ; some also h a v e "replace t u r f " 
on t h e m as a r eminder t o our members . 

Anyone a t t e n d i n g local meet ings is do-
ing a n excellent t u rn f o r his club, and 
g e t t i n g a chance to see the o ther fe l low's 
course seems to give one an added punch 
to improve his own condition. 

Fit Water, Fertilizer to 
Short Cut Fairways 

By ROBERT HENDERSON 
Supt., Country Club of Buffalo 

(GCSA Paper) 

D u r i n g the m a n y y e a r s t h a t I have been 
a t t he Count ry Club of Buffalo, we have 
cons is ten t ly cut our f a i r w a y s on t h e 
s h o r t side. When t h e Coun t ry Club 
moved to the p r e sen t location abou t 25 
y e a r s ago, the f a i r w a y s were seeded to 
b luegrass . We, a t t h a t time, cu t a b o u t 
one inch and h a d w h a t w a s considered 
v e r y good f a i rways . 

A s t i m e passed and p laye r demands f o r 
b e t t e r turf could no t go unheeded, w e 
seeded Colonial ben t in our f a i rways . But , 
be fo re doing so, a ve ry considerable 
a m o u n t of na t ive ben t s s t a r t ed to show, 
which, of course, m a d e it necessary to 
c h a n g e our methods of operat ion. We se t 
our f a i r w a y s un i t s a t 7/16 in. and f o r 
abou t 25 yea r s we h a v e been c u t t i n g a t 
t h a t he igh t on a twice-a-week basis, o f ten , 
when i t becomes necessary , we cu t t h r ee 
t imes a week. 

T h e f a i rway w a t e r m a n a g e m e n t pro-
g r a m a t m y club is car r ied on wi th t h e 
specific t hough t t h a t the sys tem is sup-
p l e m e n t a r y to ra in a n d not a fac i l i ty to 
use indiscr iminately . I ment ion th i s only 
to emphas ize t h a t o u r f a i r w a y s a r e no t 
over-watered , lush and soggy, b u t a f fo rd 
good lies on close-cut, heavy tu r f . 

O u r fer t i l izer p r o g r a m is w h a t I con-
sider the most i m p o r t a n t . I t possibly m a y 
requi re g r e a t e r a m o u n t s on close cu t t u r f 
b u t I s incerely believe t h a t whe re t h e 
budge t will a f ford i t the resul ts a r e well 
w o r t h it . 

I do not m a i n t a i n t h a t those f a v o r i n g 
long cu t a r e all w r o n g in the i r conten-
t ions ; much m a y be said in the i r f a v o r — 
but, m y m e m b e r s p a y the bills a n d if by 
long and ca re fu l s tudy, I can m a n a g e a n d 
m a i n t a i n the t y p e of tur f on our f a i r w a y s " 
t h a t they desire, t h a t is, turf t h a t will 
se t t h e ball u p on good, thick, shor t cu t 
t u r f , and not bu ry i t in long cu t g r a s s , 
t h a t is the job I h a v e t o do. 




