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In es tabl i sh ing and m a i n t a i n i n g a tu r fed 
a rea , t h e golf course super in tenden t is 
f aced w i t h a mul t i tude of d i s tu rb ing de-
cisions. He is direct ly f aced wi th all t he 
f a c t o r s which l imit or p romote p lan t 
g rowth . Which methods to u s e and the i r 
appl ica t ion t o local condit ions is of p a r a -
moun t impor tance . A def ini te chain of 
t h o u g h t is genera l ly fol lowed in reach ing 
a conclusion: w h a t ha s been done; w h a t is 
being done now; and a r e t h e prac t ices 
appl icable local ly? 

A l a rge number of p l a n t s can be used 
fo r the product ion of t u r f in the South-
east . Mild w in te r s and an a p p a r e n t l y ade-
qua te r a in fa l l m a k e condi t ions ideal fo r 
yea r - round turf product ion. Thus, the 
chal lenge and in teres t in g rowing g r a s s 
for tur f purposes have become the corner-
s tones f o r t u r f research a n d p rac t i ca l turf 
product ion. 

Actual ly , t he first tu r f r e sea rch pro-
g r a m f o r t he Southeas t w a s s t a r t e d a s 
la te a s 1946. I t was then t h a t represen ta -
t ives of t h e USGA Green Sect ion, Georgia 
Coastal P l a in Expe r imen t S ta t ion , and the 
Uni ted S t a t e s D e p a r t m e n t of Agr icu l tu re 
decided t h a t (1) a tur f p r o g r a m was 
needed in the Southeas t , (2) Ti f ton , Ga., 
was the place to s t a r t it, (3) init ially it 
would be suppor ted wi th w h a t f u n d s could 
be raised, (4) and t h a t o t h e r s would be 
asked to help. Within a s h o r t time, an-
o ther p r o g r a m suppor ted by Flor ida , the 
Flor ida Expe r imen t S ta t ion , and the 
USGA Green Section was s t a r t e d a t Belle 
Glade, F la . 

Turf P r o g r e s s 
Golf c lubs and assoc ia t ions in the 

Sou theas t we re the first to be approached 
for suppor t . Then, a s even today, very 
good response w a s obta ined. I n fac t , golf 
has done more for the improvemen t of 
turf in t h e Sou theas t than a n y o ther or-
gan iza t ion . If we consider tu r f improve-
m e n t in o t h e r p a r t s of t he Uni ted S t a t e s 
and the role which the golf ing world has 
played, indeed, the cont inued e f for t s of 
S o u t h e a s t e r n golf clubs a n d associa t ions 
to ob ta in b e t t e r turf is no t surpr i s ing . 

Even t h o u g h the s t a t e m e n t h a s gone 
unchal lenged t h a t "More t a x p a y e r s a re 
di rect ly in te res ted in tur f t h a n a n y o ther 
a g r i c u l t u r e field", it is a s t a r t l i n g f a c t 
t h a t only two s ta tes , Pennsy lvan ia and 

Flor ida , have t ax-suppor ted tur f p ro-
g r a m s . This s imply means t h a t t he pro-
g r a m s now ex is t ing in the Uni ted S t a t e s 
on tur f improvement and extension a r e 
suppor ted largely by golf. Thus, m a n y 
individuals and organ iza t ions not hold ing 
s tock in the suppor t i ng company a r e re-
ceiving valuable dividends which a r e be-
ing used to improve tu r f ed a r e a s t h r o u g h -
ou t the country . 

I t is of in te res t to note, a s evidenced 
dur ing the October, 1951, Na t iona l T u r f 
Field Days held a t Beltsville, Md., t h a t 
t h e role of golf in the specialized a g r i -
cu l tu ra l field of t u r f is not confined to the 
Uni ted S ta tes , bu t is somewha t i n t e r n a -
t ional in scope. Golf organiza t ions should 
receive full credi t f o r their e f for ts . 

If p r o g r a m s of tu r f improvement s n o w 
establ ished t h r o u g h o u t the count ry a r e t o 
yield p roduc t s of cont inuous va lue a n d 
m e e t the increas ing demands of t h e t u r f 
producer , it is a p p a r e n t t h a t o the r inst i -
t u t ions outside of golf will have to lend a 
he lp ing hand. Turf product ion h a s been 
recognized as a p a r t of the field of a g r i -
c u l t u r e and accepted by ag ronomis t s and 
o the r agr icu l tur i s t s . The suppor t ing a r m , 
the re fore , of th is p h a s e of ag r i cu l tu r e 
should feel f r e e to s h a r e its e f fo r t s w i th 
o the r organiza t ions . 

Sou theas t e rn Problem 
A s in o the r developmenta l fields of ag r i -

c u l t u r e or research, progress in tu r f in 
a n y pa r t i cu l a r a r ea is supplemented or 
aided by turf improvemen t p r o g r a m s in 
o t h e r localities. The f u t u r e of Sou theas t -
e rn turf depends no t only on the t ype of 
p r o g r a m which can be mainta ined , b u t 
also on developments in turf a n d re la ted 
fields wi thin and outs ide of t he region. 
W i t h the type of g r o w i n g season, c l imate , 
and soils found in t h e Southeas t , i t is seen 
t h a t even though the basic pr inciples of 
g r o w i n g g r a s s m a y b e the same, w e a r e 
f aced wi th the problem of v a r y i n g the 
p rocedures to m e e t local needs. C l ima te 
has d ic ta ted the t ypes of p lan t s which 
m u s t be used f o r tur f purposes. Thus , t h e 
development of b e t t e r tur f p l an t s is a n 
added t a sk . E x p e r i m e n t a l d a t a on weed, 
disease, and insect control , fer t i l izat ion, 
adap t a t i on , and m a n a g e m e n t of g rasses , 
and g r a s s breeding h a v e been obta ined. 

(Continued on page %) 
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1952 TURF CONFERENCES 

Mar. 3-6—Turf Conference. Mid-
west Regional Turf Foundation 
and Purdue University, West La-
fayette , Ind. 

Mar. 5-7—Minnesota Turf Confer-
ence and Short Course, Curtis 
Hotel, Minneapolis. 

Mar. 10-12—18th Annual Superin-
tendents and Turf Assn. Short 
Course, Iowa State College, 
Ames. 

Mar. 11—Lawn and Turf Confer-
ence, Campbell Hall, Ohio State 
University, Columbus. 

Mar. 13-14—Univ. of Massachusetts 
Annual Turf Conference, Am-
herst. 

Mar. 13-14—21st Annual Turf Con-
ference, Michigan State College, 
East Lansing. 

SOUTHEAST APPRAISERS 
(Continued from page 54) 

Even w i t h the amoun t of i n fo rma t ion on 
hand, the s to ry is incomplete. 

Mos t of t he tur f weeds which occur in 
the Sou theas t h a v e been control led by one 
or more of t he herbicides n o w in use. 
C r a b g r a s s h a s been control led b y the use 
of po t a s s ium cyanate , sodium arseni te , 
lead a r sen i te , a n d mercur ia l compounds. 
P o t a s s i u m cyana te , sodium arsen i te , and 
the mercu r i a l compounds h a v e a l so given 
good cont ro l of goose g r a s s or crowfoot , 
E g y p t i a n c rabgras s , and o t h e r weeds. 
There is a g r e a t need, however , fo r m a -
ter ia ls or m e t h o d s which will yield selec-
t ive control of nu tg rass , Dall is g r a s s , and 
sandspurs . P o a a n n u a is r e g a r d e d both as 
a welcome g i f t of na tu r e a n d a s a weed. 
As long as such a t t i t udes exist , methods 
fo r t he con t ro l and m a n a g e m e n t of Poa 
a n n u a a r e needed. 

As in o t h e r sect ions of t h e Uni ted 
Sta tes , d i sease control is qu i te a problem. 
We s imply do no t know enough abou t the 

o r g a n i s m s caus ing t h e diseases. Disease 
cont ro l will continue to be difficult unless 
we concern ourselves wi th the f a c t t h a t 
the field of turf is l ack ing in f u n d a m e n t a l 
knowledge of disease organisms. Good 
r e su l t s by the use of t he m a n y chemicals 
now avai lable should no t be expected a s 
long a s control m e a s u r e s are a imed a t 
the s y m p t o m s or d a m a g e of the disease 
r a t h e r t h a n the o rgan ism. In each region 
the need is g r e a t f o r basic f a c t s abou t 
diseases. 

Insec t control ha s been adequate and, 
appa ren t ly , cont inued success is in s ight . 

T h e lime and fer t i l izer r equ i rements of 
sou the rn turf g r a s s e s h a s been extensive-
ly s tudied. Various o rgan ic and inorganic 
sources of n i t rogen h a v e been tes ted f o r 
tur f product ion. The es tab l i shment a n d 
m a i n t e n a n c e of our bes t southern a n d 
cool-season turf g r a s s e s h a s also received 
a t t en t ion . Research h a s paved the w a y 
fo r t he first cent ipede g r a s s seed produc-
t ion a n d dis t r ibut ion. Rep lan t ing g r e e n s 
wi th improved B e r m u d a types has been 
fac i l i t a t ed by the use of methyl bromide. 
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SPECIAL CIRCULAR 

C H I P M A N 
S O D I U M ARSENITE 
W i d e l y u s e d b y g o l f cou rses f o r c o n t r o l o f c r a b g r a s s , 
c l o v e r a n d c h i c k w e e d . H i g h l y e f f e c t i v e a n d a m a z i n g l y 
e c o n o m i c a l . A v a i l a b l e i n p o w d e r ( d r y o r s p r a y a p p l i c a -
t i o n ) a n d l i q u i d f o r m s . O r d e r N O W . . . s u p p l y is l i m i t e d . 

CHIPMAN CHEMICAL COMPANY 
DEPT. C, B O U N D BROOK, NEW JERSEY 

A/so Manufacturers of 2,4-D, Lead Arsenate, DDT and Chlordane Products 

The p r o b l e m a t i c a l p ivota l pe r iod of sou th -
e rn t u r f p r o d u c t i o n — B e r m u d a to r y e 
g r a s s a n d r y e g r a s s to B e r m u d a — h a s 
been e l i m i n a t e d by t he use of i m p r o v e d 
B e r m u d a g r a s s e s . M o r e m a n a g e m e n t 
s tud ie s a r e needed, however , f o r t h e supe r -
i n t e n d e n t w h o m a i n t a i n s c o m m o n seeded 
B e r m u d a g r a s s g reens . 

A n o r g a n i c m a t e r i a l f o r t o p d r e s s i n g h a s 
been p roduced . A f t e r c o m p o s t i n g f o r one 
y e a r a m i x t u r e composed of one p a r t 
s e w a g e s ludge , t h r e e p a r t s old p ine s aw-
dus t , six p a r t s s a n d y loam, a n d 15 pounds 
of ca lc ium c y a n a m i d p e r cubic y a r d has , 
a p p a r e n t l y , b e e n s a t i s f a c t o r y f o r t u r f p ro -
duc t ion . D a t a is needed, h o w e v e r , on t h e 
s ign i f icance of p rope r t i e s g iven t o a soil 
by t h e use of t h i s a n d o t h e r m a t e r i a l s . 

Tur f c u l t i v a t i o n h a s r ece ived a lot of 
a t t e n t i o n in t h e p a s t f e w y e a r s . I t i s 
t r u e t h a t t h e t heo re t i ca l a s p e c t s of t h i s 
new t u r f field a r e e n c o u r a g i n g . Do w e 
know, howeve r , t h a t it is benef ic ia l o r 
economica l ly w o r t h w h i l e to p l a c e fe r t i l i z -
e r s in t h e soil roo t z o n e ? A t w h a t com-
pac t ion levels do t he m o v e m e n t s of oxy-
gen, c a r b o n dioxide, a n d w a t e r become 
l im i t i ng p l a n t g r o w t h f a c t o r s ? Wil l al l 
g r a s s e s r e s p o n d a l ike to h e a v y compac -
t i o n ? W h a t e f fec t does soil t y p e h a v e on 
these q u e s t i o n s a n d root p e n e t r a t i o n ? 

P r o g r a m s of b r eed ing a n d se lec t ion of 

b e t t e r t u r f g r a s s e s h a v e been in p r o g r e s s 
f o r s eve ra l yea r s . F r u i t f u l p r o d u c t s h a v e 
b e e n ob t a ined a n d t h e f u t u r e looks p r o m -
is ing. T i f t o n 57 B e r m u d a g r a s s h a s b e e n 
f o u n d t o be s u p e r i o r t o c o m m o n seeded 
B e r m u d a a n d m a n y s t r a i n s f o u n d on golf 
c lubs in t he S o u t h e a s t f o r p u t t i n g g r e e n 
p u r p o s e s . I t is of i n t e r e s t t o n o t e t h a t 
T i f t o n 57 is a l so b e i n g used f o r l awn, tee , 
a n d f a i r w a y t u r f . B e t t e r t e x t u r e d B e r m u -
d a s f o r p u t t i n g g r e e n s a r e on t h e w a y . 

A t w o - y e a r cou r se in t u r f m a n a g e m e n t 
is b e i n g offered f o r t h e first t i m e in t h e 
S o u t h e a s t by t he A b r a h a m Ba ldwin A g r i -
c u l t u r a l College, T i f t o n , Ga. C o n s u l t a t i o n 
s e rv i ce s to golf c lubs a n d per iodic publ i -
c a t i o n s a r e n o t a n a d e q u a t e m e d i u m of ex-
t ens ion . More p e r s o n a l c o n t a c t s need t o 
be m a d e w i t h t he t u r f p roduce r . 

Is Future Secure? 
R e c e n t l y ou r g o v e r n m e n t e s t ab l i shed a 

f r e e l y - o p e r a t i n g c o m m i t t e e wh ich h a s t h e 
r e spons ib i l i t y of c h a n n e l i n g s c i en t i s t s a n d 
bas i c sc ient i f ic r e s e a r c h in to fields w h i c h 
need s t r e n g t h e n i n g o r a d v a n c e m e n t . T h u s , 
i t w a s recognized t h a t t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s 
w a s f a l l i n g behind in i t s bas ic sc ien t i f ic 
f a c t s . T h e only so lu t ion w a s to p r e v e n t 
c e r t a i n fields f r o m b e c o m i n g ove r loaded 
a n d t o g ive s c i en t i s t s f r e e m o v e m e n t , s u p -
po r t , a n d t i m e to solve bas i c p rob lems . 

W e a r e conce rned w i t h a field of a g r i -
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cu l tu re t h a t h a s , in p a r t , b e e n p a r a s i t i c 
on a d v a n c e s in o t h e r a g r i c u l t u r a l fields. 
Bas ic f a c t s h a v e been b o r r o w e d a n d a p -
plied to t u r f p roduc t ion . To d a t e s o m e of 
these h a v e w o r k e d fine, b u t i t shou ld be 
rea l ized t h a t t u r f c a n n o t bui ld i t s f u t u r e 
on b o r r o w e d r e sea r ch . Tur f r e s e a r c h pe r -
sonnel shou ld be g iven a n o p p o r t u n i t y t o 
spend m o r e t i m e t r y i n g t o d i s c o v e r bas ic 
f a c t s . 

If we w e r e pess imis t i c a b o u t t h e f u t u r e 
of S o u t h e a s t e r n t u r f , w e m i g h t f ee l a s t h e 
ph i losopher , B e r t r a n d Russel l , w h o said 
t h a t , " T h e f u t u r e m u s t be e i t h e r m u c h 
b e t t e r o r m u c h w o r s e t h a n t h e p a s t — 
which i t i s t o be, we do n o t k n o w , b u t 
t hose w h o a r e y o u n g will k n o w be fo re 
long." P r o g r e s s t o da te , h o w e v e r , l eads 
one only t o conclude t h a t S o u t h e a s t e r n 
tur f h a s a def in i te p lace in d e v e l o p m e n t a l 
a g r i c u l t u r e . 

DAVIS HOLDS ANNUAL PARTY 
One of t h e m o s t success fu l g r o u p g a t h e r -

ings in C h i c a g o d i s t r i c t golf c i r c l e s is t h e 
a n n u a l s p r i n g Open House of t h e Geo. A. 
Dav i s o r g a n i z a t i o n . T h i s y e a r ' s Dav i s 
"open", a c c o r d i n g to O s c a r B o r g m e i e r , v.p., 
s e t a r e c o r d f o r en t r ies , w i t h golf c lub 
off ic ials a n d s u p e r i n t e n d e n t s t h r o u g h o u t 
Il l inois a n d b o r d e r i n g Wiscons in a n d In -

d i a n a a t t e n d i n g t h e Feb . 21 event he ld a t 
t h e c o m p a n y h e a d q u a r t e r s a t 5040 N o r t h -
w e s t H i g h w a y . T h e golf cour se e q u i p m e n t 
a n d suppl ies , a l w a y s a t t r a c t i v e l y d isplayed, 
g o t s h a r p focus a t t e n t i o n f r o m a con t inu -
ous f low of gues t s . Need le s s to s a y t h e 
oys t e r , s andwich a n d o t h e r b a r s w e r e n o t 
over looked . Missed, w a s George D a v i s 
w h o s e g r o u n d e d p lane de layed his r e t u r n 
t o Ch icago . 

RICKEY ELECTED TO SPORTS, INC. 
BOARD ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

R o b e r t D. R ickey , 
s a l e s m a n a g e r of t h e 
golf p ro fess iona l di-
v i s i o n of S p o r t s 
P r o d u c t s , Inc., (Mac-
G r e g o r G o l d s m i t h 
a n d M a c G r e g o r 
G o l f ) s ince 1948 h a s 
b e e n elected to t h e 
Adv i so ry C o m m i t t e e 
t o t h e Boa rd of Di-
r e c t o r s of the p a r e n t 
c o m p a n y a n d n a m e d 

t o t h e B o a r d of D i r e c t o r s of M a c G r e g o r 
Golf Co., i t h a s been r e c e n t l y announced . 

R i c k e y s t a r t e d w i t h M a c G r e g o r h i s first 
y e a r of h igh school w h e n he w o r k e d in t h e 
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