Southeast Appraises lis
Turf Research Plan

By B. P. ROBINSON

Georgia Coastal Plain Experiment Station
(GCSA Paper)

In establishing and maintaining a turfed
area, the golf course superintendent is
faced with a multitude of disturbing de-
cisions. He is directly faced with all the
factors which limit or promote plant
growth. Which methods to use and their
application to local conditions is of para-
mount importance. A definite chain of
thought is generally followed in reaching
a conclusion: what has been done; what is
being done now; and are the practices
applicable locally ?

A large number of plants can be used
for the production of turf in the South-
east. Mild winters and an apparently ade-
quate rainfall make conditions ideal for
year-round turf production. Thus, the
challenge and interest in growing grass
for turf purposes have become the corner-
stones for turf research and practical turf
production.

Actually, the first turf research pro-
gram for the Southeast was started as
late as 1946. It was then that representa-
tives of the USGA Green Section, Georgia
Coastal Plain Experiment Station, and the
United States Department of Agriculture
decided that (1) a turf program was
needed in the Southeast, (2) Tifton, Ga.,
was the place to start it, (3) initially it
would be supported with what funds could
be raised, (4) and that others would be
asked to help. Within a short time, an-
other program supported by Florida, the
Florida Experiment Station, and the
USGA Green Section was started at Belle
Glade, Fla.

Turf Progress

Golf clubs and associations in the
Southeast were the first to be approached
for support. Then, as even today, very
good response was obtained. In fact, golf
has done more for the improvement of
turf in the Southeast than any other or-
ganization. If we consider turf improve-
ment in other parts of the United States
and the role which the golfing world has
played, indeed, the continued efforts of
Southeastern golf clubs and associations
to obtain better turf is not surprising.

Even though the statement has gone
unchallenged that “More taxpayers are
directly interested in turf than any other
agriculture field”, it is a startling fact
that only two states, Pennsylvania and

4

Florida, have tax-supported turf pro-
grams. This simply means that the pro-
grams now existing in the United States
on turf improvement and extension are
supported largely by golf. Thus, many
individuals and organizations not holding
stock in the supporting company are re-
ceiving valuable dividends which are be-
ing used to improve turfed areas through-
out the country.

It is of interest to note, as evidenced
during the October, 1951, National Turf
Field Days held at Beltsville, Md., that
the role of golf in the specialized agri-
cultural field of turf is not confined to the
United States, but is somewhat interna-
tional in scope. Golf organizations should
receive full eredit for their efforts.

If programs of turf improvements now
established throughout the country are to
yield products of continuous value and
meet the increasing demands of the turf
producer, it is apparent that other insti-
tutions outside of golf will have to lend a
helping hand. Turf production has been
recognized as a part of the field of agri-
culture and accepted by agronomists and
other agriculturists. The supporting arm,
therefore, of this phase of agriculture
should feel free to share its efforts with
other organizations.

Southeastern Problem

As in other developmental fields of agri-
culture or research, progress in turf in
any particular area is supplemented or
aided by turf improvement programs in
other localities. The future of Southeast-
ern turf depends not only on the type of
program which can be maintained, but
also on developments in turf and related
fields within and outside of the region.
With the type of growing season, climate,
and soils found in the Southeast, it is seen
that even though the basic principles of
growing grass may be the same, we are
faced with the problem of varying the
procedures to meet local needs. Climate
has dictated the types of plants which
must be used for turf purposes. Thus, the
development of better turf plants is an
added task. Experimental data on weed,
disease, and insect control, fertilization,
adaptation, and management of grasses,
and grass breeding have been obtained.

(Continued on page 96)
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Mar. 3-6—Turf Conference. Mid-
west Regional Turf Foundation
and Purdue University, West La-
fayette, Ind.

Mar. 5-7—Minnesota Turf Confer-
ence and Short Course, Curtis
Hotel, Minneapolis.

Mar. 10-12—18th Annual Superin-
tendents and Turf Assn. Short
Course, Jowa State College,
Ames.

(L to R) Back Row: Instructors Geoffrey S. Cornish, Paul J. Murphy, Lawrence S. Dickinson, William
H. Tague. Center Row: Ray L. Howard, Bend (Ore.) GC; John D. Houdek, Arrowhead GC,
Wheaton, lll.; Richard Sullivan, The Orchards GC, South Hadley, Mass.; David D. Gourlay, Kapus-
kasing GC, Kapuskasing, Ontario; William &. Miller, Mountain View GC, Bolton, Mass. Front Row:
William A. Peterson and Louis H. Bargmann, both of Washington Public Golf Courses, Washington,
D. C.; Harry G. Wall, Cortland (N.Y.) CC; Robert O. Jehu, Silver Lake GC, Orland Park, Ill.;
Carmen Ceo, Seneca Falls (N.Y.) CC; John J. Perry, Purpoodock GC, South Portland, Maine;
John J. Murphy, Mt. Hood GC, Melrose, Mass.; William B. Krafft, Fox Lake (lll.) GC.

Mar. 11—Lawn and Turf Confer-
ence, Campbell Hall, Ohio State
University, Columbus.

Mar. 13-14—Univ. of Massachusetts
Annual Turf Conference, Am-
herst.

Mar. 13-14—21st Annual Turf Con-
ference, Michigan State College,
East Lansing.

SOUTHEAST APPRAISERS
(Continued from page 54)

Even with the amount of information on
hand, the story is incomplete.

Most of the turf weeds which occur in
the Southeast have been controlled by one
or more of the herbicides now in use.
Crabgrass has been controlled by the use
of potassium cyanate, sodium arsenite,
lead arsenite, and mercurial compounds.
Potassium cyanate, sodium arsenite, and
the mercurial compounds have also given
good control of goose grass or crowfoot,
Egyptian crabgrass, and other weeds.
There is a great need, however, for ma-
terials or methods which will yield selec-
tive control of nutgrass, Dallis grass, and
sandspurs. Poa annua is regarded both as
a welcome gift of nature and as a weed.
As long as such attitudes exist, methods
for the control and management of Poa
annua are needed.

As in other sections of the United
States, disease control is quite a problem.
We simply do not know enough about the
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organisms causing the diseases. Disease
control will continue to be difficult unless
we concern ourselves with the fact that
the field of turf is lacking in fundamental
knowledge of disease organisms. Good
results by the use of the many chemicals
now available should not be expected as
long as control measures are aimed at
the symptoms or damage of the disease
rather than the organism. In each region
the need is great for basic facts about
diseases.

Insect control has been adequate and,
apparently, continued success is in sight.

The lime and fertilizer requirements of
southern turf grasses has been extensive-
ly studied. Various organic and inorganic
sources of nitrogen have been tested for
turf production. The establishment and
maintenance of our best southern and
cool-season turf grasses has also received
attention. Research has paved the way
for the first centipede grass seed produc-
tion and distribution. Replanting greens
with improved Bermuda types has been
facilitated by the use of methyl bromide.
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Crabgrass
UWhite for

SPECIAL CIRCULAR

SODIUM ARSENITE

Widely used by golf courses for control of crabgrass,
clover and chickweed. Highly effective and amazingly
economical. Available in powder (dry or spray applica-
tion) and liquid forms. Order NOW ... supply is limited.

CHIPMAN CHEMICAL COMPANY
DEPT. C, BOUND BROOK, NEW JERSEY

CHIPMAN

Also Manufacturers of 2,4-D, Lead Arsenate, DDT and Chlordane Products

-

The problematical pivotal period of south-
ern turf production Bermuda to rye
grass and rye grass to Bermuda—has
been eliminated by the use of improved
Bermuda grasses. More management
studies are needed, however, for the super-
intendent who maintains common seeded
Bermuda grass greens.

An organic material for topdressing has
been produced. After composting for one
year a mixture composed of one part
sewage sludge, three parts old pine saw-
dust, six parts sandy loam, and 15 pounds
of calcium cyanamid per cubic yard has,
apparently, been satisfactory for turf pro-
duction. Data is needed, however, on the
significance of properties given to a soil
by the use of this and other materials.

Turf cultivation has received a lot of
attention in the past few years. It is
true that the theoretical aspects of this

new turf field are encouraging. Do we
know, however, that it is beneficial or
economically worthwhile to place fertiliz-
ers in the soil root zone? At what com-
paction levels do the movements of oxy-
gen, carbon dioxide, and water become
limiting plant growth factors? Will all
grasses respond alike to heavy compac-
tion? What effect does soil type have on
these questions and root penetration?

Programs of breeding and selection of

better turf grasses have been in progress
for several years. Fruitful products have
been obtained and the future looks prom-
ising. Tifton 57 Bermuda grass has been
found to be superior to common seeded
Bermuda and many strains found on golf
clubs in the Southeast for putting green
purposes. It is of interest to note that
Tifton 57 is also being used for lawn, tee,
and fairway turf. Better textured Bermu-
das for putting greens are on the way.

A two-year course in turf management
is being offered for the first time in the
Southeast by the Abraham Baldwin Agri-
cultural College, Tifton, Ga. Consultation
services to golf clubs and periodic publi-
cations are not an adequate medium of ex-
tension. More personal contacts need to
be made with the turf producer.

Is Future Secure?

Recently our government established a
freely-operating committee which has the
responsibility of channeling scientists and
basic scientific research into fields which
need strengthening or advancement. Thus,
it was recognized that the United States
was falling behind in its basic scientific
facts. The only solution was to prevent
certain fields from becoming overloaded
and to give scientists free movement, sup-
port, and time to solve basic problems.

We are concerned with a field of agri-
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THE BEST MAT FOR DRIVING TEES!

ONLY

90c¢

PER SQ. FT.
PREPAID

Designed to specifications of well-known pros, these mots are b

functionally ideal, reversible and virtually everlasting. The finest

tee mat at the lowest cost to you.

BEST IN LOCKER ROOM, ENTRANCE & SHOWER

Perma-Mats pay for themselves by saving floors, spikes and pre-
venting accidents. Lays flat (no kinks), thicker cushion, closely

woven for firmer foofing.

Immediate delivery on popular sizes, send specifications.

MERCHANTS TIRE CO. 2710 WASHINGTON AVE. ST. LOUIS 3,
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LEVINGS-VELVET TOUCH PUTTERS

Write for Price List of the Putter Line most used by the Pros who make a living playing
golf, along with other golf equipment items of quality.

ACME GOLF & TACKLE CO.

1031 NORTH ALVARADO STREET

(Formerly Berner Co., Inc.)
LOS ANGELES 26, CALIFORNIA

culture that has, in part, been parasitic
on advances in other agricultural fields.
Basic facts have been borrowed and ap-
plied to turf production. To date some of
these have worked fine, but it should be
realized that turf cannot build its future
on borrowed research. Turf research per-
sonnel should be given an opportunity to
spend more time trying to discover basic
facts.

If we were pessimistic about the future
of Southeastern turf, we might feel as the
philosopher, Bertrand Russell, who said
that, “The future must be either much
better or much worse than the past—
which it is to be, we do not know, but
those who are young will know before
long.” Progress to date, however, leads
one only to conclude that Southeastern
turf has a definite place in developmental
agriculture.

DAVIS HOLDS ANNUAL PARTY

One of the most successful group gather-
ings in Chicago district golf circles is the
annual spring Open House of the Geo. A.
Davis organization. This year’'s Davis
“open”, according to Oscar Borgmeier, v.p.,
set a record for entries, with golf club
officials and superintendents throughout
Illinois and bordering Wisconsin and In-

diana attending the Feb. 21 event held at
the company headquarters at 5040 North-
west Highway. The golf course equipment
and supplies, always attractively displayed,
got sharp focus attention from a continu-
ous flow of guests. Needless to say the
oyster, sandwich and other bars were not
overlooked. Missed, was George Davis
whose grounded plane delayed his return
to Chicago.

RICKEY ELECTED TO SPORTS, INC.
BOARD ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Robert D. Rickey,
sales manager of the
golf professional di-
vision of Sports
Products, Inc., (Mac-
Gregor Goldsmith
and MacGregor
Golf) since 1948 has
been elected to the
Advisory Committee
to the Board of Di-
rectors of the parent
company and named
to the Board of Directors of MacGregor
Golf Co., it has been recently announced.

Rickey started with MacGregor his first
year of high school when he worked in the
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Needs Oiling only Twice a Season

AUTOMATIC TEE NEWS
AUTOMATIC BALL DISPENSER NEWS

Both Ready for National Distribution
The Most Perfect, Simple and Completely Automatic Tee Yet Devised

Golf Ball Dispenser holds 3,000 balls and will dispense predetermined number
Write for Demonstration and Prices.

ELECTROMATIC TEE CO.

Fully Guaranteed

Time and Weather Tested
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