
Court Upholds Solution of 
Course Race Problem 

By F R A N C I S G E O R G E 

The Miami Springs (Fla . ) CC, like 
other southern municipal golf courses, 
had a race problem. H. H. Arnold, its 
supt., solved the problem in a manner 
that has been tested in court, is work-
able in practice and is so fair that Arnold 
has been able to overcome almost all op-
position by showing objectors his records. 

The Miami municipal golf course is sup-
ported solely by green fees, and it must 
be used by 200 golfers daily in order to 
break even. For a time Arnold threw it 
open to both colored and white golfers 
but white attendance dropped so seriously 
that he could not continue. He kept records 
of the number of players by race and dur-
ing a typical week in April only 82 
colored golfers used the course ranging 
in number from 52 on Friday to 6 on 
Sunday. 

Arnold then adopted the rule that col-
ored golfers exclusively will use the links 
one day a week, white the other six. 
Arnold's attendance records show how 

many use the course; as soon as enough 
colored players use it to pay for their 
day, which they do not yet, he will allot 
them another day, and if enough come 
and white attendance declines he will al-
lot additional days based on ratio of use. 

This scheme has been held constitu-
tional and not illegally discriminating for 
municipal facilities. Private clubs can 
make any rules they choose, but munici-
pally owned golf courses must not dis-
criminate, but if they are fair, and Ar-
nold's records show that he is, they can 
segregate where it is necessary to the 
survival of the club. 

(Rice v. Arnold 1 Fla. 45 So. 2d 195) 
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However, it might not be true in the 
case of seed, chemicals, etc. Suppose, for 
instance, that, in order to protect the club 
against an expected price increase, the 
committee, in December, 1951, buys all or 
a large part of its needs for 1952. Which 
year's expenses should be charged — cer-
tainly not the 1951 expenses. How, then, 
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