shot probably would not stop, nor would
the backspin take hold, as fast as on the
elevated green. Chances of getting close
to the cup on the old greens were not so
good, therefore, scores were higher than
they are today, because today’s elevated
greens are built to hold shots. Putts are,
therefore, shorter and you have a chance
for a better score.

Architects Are Maintenance-Minded

One of the best breaks that the man
who is responsible for course condition
ever got was when architects began to
give a lot of attention to the maintenance
factors involved in course design and con-
struction and, with course superintend-
ents, studied how to get the most interest-
ing course while minimizing troblesome
and expensive details in maintenance.

If foresighted and cooperative architects
hadn’t seen the wisdom of this considera-
tion of the superintendents’ problem,
there wouldn’t have been much of a
chance to attain today’s general standard

of condition at a cost within the reach of ,

the majority of golf clubs.

One of the most important changes in
golf course maintenance that can be
observed today — contrasted with the sit-
uation 25 years ago — is in evidence in the
remodelling jobs so many architects are
doing. The maintenance factors are care-
fully studied by the architects. The player,
of course, outranks the grass, but a judi-
cious compromise between the players’
wishes and what the course superintend-
ent can provide without exceeding his
budget is getting consideration from ar-
chitects that it didn’t get in the bygone
days.

I have played on many bent greens but
it is hard to find two courses that have
the same greens even of the same strain.
There's always something different about
them.

Today we mow greens short, yes, very
short, with power mowers. A quarter
century ago they were not mowed that
short. Hand-pushed putting green mow-
ers, which were used in those days, always
left enough texture on the greens to hold
the ball on line. Today power mowers can
cut greens so short that the ball can skid
over the green, sometimes gaining mo-
mentum, without control of direction, That
is just one of the changes over the past
25-30 years.

Old Hazards Were Brutal

I can remember the old bunkers. If
you got in them you were lucky to get
out with any club!

Bunkers today are called traps. You
can use anything from a wood club in the
fairway traps to a putter around many
green traps.

The rough 25 to 30 years ago was
mowed two or three times a year. Now
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we mow it every week or two. How dif-
ferent from the rough of the old days! In
those days rough was hay—dry, old
grass. Today the rough is watered on
some courses and kept green, along with
the fairways. Mowing equipment wasn’t
built for speed 25 to 30 years ago but it
had to be used carefully. The courses
were not mowed very often, therefore,
and the ball always set up well in a lie,
more so than on today’s fairways that
are cut frequently, thanks to the present
day speedy mowing equipment.

Course maintenance today has got to a
point where the expensive demands of
players are tremendous and unless the
superintendent has an adequate budget
he is working on just about a hopeless
cause.

The golfer of today demands far more
than the golfer of yester-year, and knows
very little about grasses and the care of
them. He may ask many questions and
today’s work in course maintenance is so
complicated the questions are hard to
answer.

I have been a greenkeeper — or super-
intendent as the job is called now — for 32
years (professional and greenkeeper for
the past 22 years) and I find by playing
the course myself I can see its condition
at all times. That makes my maintenance
work more successful inasmuch as I can
watch the greens very close and keep the
“touch” of the greens, in putting, to suit
my golfers. I can also check on other
important maintenance of the course in
general, thus keeping the course in fine
playing condition.

We had finely maintained courses 30
years ago, but they must be better today.
Our job is tougher. That's a price we've
got to pay for progress.

$3000 Pro-Am Annual
Fixture in Texas

Oak Hills CC, San Antonio, Tex., has
put on a $3000 pro-amateur 18 hole tour-
nament each year, for the past three. The
event immediately precedes the Texas
Open. Sixty members pay entry fees of
$50 each, drawing pairings out of a hat.
The affair has been a life-saver for pros
who are running short of cash on the
winter circuit. Pros split $2500 in cash,
with first wining $650. Amateurs get $500
in merchandise prizes.

Warren Smith, Oak Hills pro, thought
up the tournament and W. “Red” Steger,
club mgr., handles promotion and operat-
ing details. The tournament draws a big
gallery of members and guests. This year
supt. Frank Machok had the course in
best winter condition of its history for the
pro-am.
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