
Clubs Reap Benefits by Supts. 
Attending Turf Meetings 

By JOE GRAFFIS 

N o t one gol fer in a thousand real izes w h a t ' s behind t h e v a s t improvement in golf course condit ion t h a t has t a k e n p lace d u r i n g the p a s t 20 yea r s . The old-t imers , p ros and a m a t e u r s , k n o w t h a t tees now genera l ly a re b e t t e r t h a n most g reens used to be. F a i r w a y s a t t h e modern ly -main-ta ined clubs a r e so m u c h be t t e r t h a n f a i r -w a y s were 20 y e a r s a g o there ' s no com-par i son . 
Desp i te the f a c t t h a t course labor w a g e s have increased in the p a s t 20 y e a r s t h e inc rease has been f a r sho r t of the increase in un i t and to ta l w a g e s in Amer ican indus-t ry . The costs of U.S. golf turf advance have been kep t u n d e r r e m a r k a b l y t i g h t cont ro l by a combina t ion of technical de-ve lopments t h a t will c o m p a r e very f a v o r -ably wi th the p rog res s m a d e in a lmos t a n y o t h e r business in t h e nat ion. 
Behind this no tab le p ic tu re of p r o g r e s s a r e f a c t o r s of r e sea rch and educat ion t h a t a n y go l fe r who is a n execut ive in i n d u s t r y would learn, upon inves t igat ion, a lmos t un-paral le led. Rare ly is a n executive in in-d u s t r y lucky enough t o have his f a c t o r y supe r in t enden t s devote the time, money, b r a in s and e n t h u s i a s m to b e t t e r m e n t of p l a n t ope ra t i ng m e t h o d s t h a t the golf course supe r in t enden t s devote to the in-tensely prac t ica l and valuable educat ion of the super in tenden t s ' na t iona l and sec-t ional conferences . 
Turf r esea rch h a s been exceedingly well p lanned and coord ina ted by the USGA Green Sect ion wi th D i r e c t o r F r e d Grau and s t a t e a n d o ther sect ional ag r i cu l tu ra l school expe r t s in close expe r t col laborat ion. Pa r t i c i p a t i o n in th i s r e sea rch and appl ica-t ion of i t is extensively and capably done p r i m a r i l y t h rough the med ium of the su-pe r in tenden t s ' o rgan iza t ions . 
T h e r e o f t en a r e h e a v y handicaps to the p r o g r e s s of th is r e sea rch and i ts use. L a c k of m o n e y is the m a i n one a l though t h e r e p robab ly isn ' t a golf course in the Uni t ed S t a t e s t h a t h a s n ' t received f r o m the tu r f r e s e a r c h and the g reenkeeper s ' mee t ings f a r m o r e direct cash benef i t t h a n the club ever spen t in these opera t ions . Only wi th in t h e p a s t f e w y e a r s h a s i t become common p rac t i ce fo r clubs to p a y expenses of t he i r g r eenkeepe r s or supe r in t enden t s to the an -nual m e e t i n g of t h e super in tenden t s ' na -t ional o rgan iza t ion or t o the regional a n n u a l conferences . E v e n now when supe r -in t enden t s t a k e the i r Mondays off to go to sect ional mee t ings t h e m e n o f t en have to go a t t he i r own expense t o learn w h a t ' s 

new and d iscuss wi th the i r col leagues prob-lems of t he i r respect ive courses . 
The club official who c o m p a r e s the s a l a ry of t h e golf course g r eenkeepe r or supe r in t enden t w i t h t h a t paid t o m e n of like responsib i l i ty in the off icial 's own busi-ness m u s t especial ly app rec i a t e t h a t the golf course boss in devot ing his off day to the good of t h e bus iness is doing someth ing mos t u n c o m m o n in Amer i can indus t ry . 
Specifically, w h a t h a s th is a ccen t on edu-cat ion m e a n t to golf course m a i n t e n a n c e ? 
GOLFDOM asked r ep re sen t a t i ve super-in tenden t s to tell ins tances of benef i t s the i r clubs had received as resu l t s of these meet-ings. 
The repl ies will be found to m a k e mos t i n fo rma t ive r ead ing fo r anyone w h o quali-fies a s a g reen c h a i r m a n of decided value to his club. 
The f r a n k a n s w e r of Bert Rost, supt., Park Ridge (111.) CC m a k e s a n ins t ruc t ive opening. R o s t w r i t e s : 
" T h a n k s fo r t h e oppor tun i ty of express-ing m y views on the benefi ts received by clubs and club officials t h r o u g h the su-pe r in tenden t ' s exchange of exper iences and s tudy of tu r f r e sea rch a t our personal , sectional a n d na t iona l mee t ings . I have added persona l to your inquiry a s I believe this to be t h e m o s t i m p o r t a n t a n d in fo rma-tive phase of o u r m a n y mee t ings . You can easily r e m e m b e r when one Greenkeepe r (as we used to be cal led) would h a r d l y speak to a n o t h e r f o r f e a r of l e t t i ng his con\-pe t i to r ( and t h a t is the w a y m o s t of us ac ted) find ou t one of our secre ts . I n rea l i ty we were p robab ly a f r a i d t h e o t h e r fellow would find ou t how much we d idn ' t know. 
"This a f t e r n o o n Bob Wil l iams, R a y Ger-ber, Osca r B o r g m i e r and I a r e p l ay ing a t Ridgemoor . P l a y i n g t o g e t h e r is j u s t a means fo r us to ge t t o g e t h e r and t a lk grass , a s you know. I will v e n t u r e t h a t our club will benef i t a f ew hundred b u c k s by m y t a k i n g t h e a f t e r n o o n off if you w a n t to p u t it t h a t w a y . 
" A m o n g t h e m a n y ideas I h a v e go t a t local and na t iona l meet ings , p robab ly the one t h a t h a s helped our course m o s t is the use of the aer i f ier . W e use it s p r i n g and fal l and h a v e f o r t h e p a s t f o u r y e a r s . Be-fore we had a h a r d t ime to find enough g r a s s to w a r r a n t cu t t i ng t h e f a i r w a y s twice a week a l t h o u g h they w e r e fer t i l ized th ree t imes a y e a r . N o w in a season like we have j u s t h a d t h e y a lmos t r equ i re dai ly c u t t i n g w i t h t h e s a m e a m o u n t of fe r t i l izer . 
" I t h ink club officials should ins is t t h a t 



the i r super in tenden t a t t end all mee t ings . If he isn ' t wil l ing to do this then it is t ime f o r them to s t a r t look ing fo r a p rogress ive head of the i r bus iness . If the reason is he doesn ' t h a v e t h e t i m e or is shor t of l abor on t h e course I'll be t he can, by d iscuss ing it w i th a m e m b e r o r two, find a f ew labor sav ing machines o r ideas t ha t will give h im t ime to ge t a w a y . 
Engage U. of 111. in Turf Research 

" I a m c h a i r m a n of the Turf Resea r ch commi t t ee of t h e Midwest Assn. of Golf Course Supts . W e have the t a sk of g e t t i n g t h e Univers i ty of I l l inois engaged in a tur f research p r o g r a m a n d t h a t m e a n s a cam-pa ign on the s t a t e leg is la ture fo r f u n d s to enable the un ive r s i ty to engage in the needed work . W e h a v e a good s t a r t in t h e exper imenta l g a r d e n a t Lisle. 
"The scope of th i s proposed w o r k will be wide a l though the p r i m a r y appl ica t ion will be to golf courses . F e w realize t h a t t he re is more spent annua l ly for g r a s s seed in Il l inois t h a n is r ep resen ted by the va lue of t h e s t a t e ' s apple crop. Despite the g r e a t volume of fer i l izer sales for home l awns in Illinois I ven tu r e to say the re a r e more l a w n s ruined by imprope r use of fe r t i l i zer t h a n have been helped. 
" O u r own cour se s come first b u t the home lawns, p a r k s , cemeteries, roadside turf ing, a i r f ie lds a n d indust r ia l a r e a s have benef i t ted t o the e x t e n t of many mil l ions of dol lars by tu r f development and ma in -tenance me thods first p resen ted by golf course work . " 
" W h a t do I ge t f r o m mee t ings of golf course s u p e r i n t e n d e n t s ? " a s k s Chet Men-denhall, supt., Mission Hills CC, Kansas City, Mo. " J u s t this . Here in the h e a r t of America , the golf course supe r in t enden t s hold a m e e t i n g once a m o n t h the y e a r a round . This h a s been going on fo r e igh t -een years . Golf is p layed only on special occasions. The re is no card p lay ing so the re h a s t o be a n exchange of p rac t i ca l golf course m a i n t e n a n c e ideas to suppor t t h e fine a t t e n d a n c e w e have enjoyed d u r i n g these years . 
"A member tel ls his experience wi th some new c r a b g r a s s kil ler; maybe h is ex-per ience h a s been d isappoin t ing . Some one else tells h im w h e r e h e made his m i s t a k e in t i m e or me thod of appl icat ion, and be fo re long all types of weed kil lers have been thoroughly discussed a n d I have some ideas r e g a r d i n g m a t e r i a l s I haven ' t had t h e oc-casion as ye t to use. 
" A t one of ou r mee t i ngs t he r e w a s a discussion p e r t a i n i n g to the keeping of cos t records. A very s imple method of cost accoun t ing w a s p re sen ted by one m e m b e r which I have p a r t i a l l y adopted. Th i s h a s saved me several h o u r s each m o n t h in the d is t r ibut ion of l abor costs . 
" A t local m e e t i n g s the supe r in tenden t g e t s m o r e p rac t i ca l in format ion t h a t he 

can apply immedia te ly to his own work . While a t the nat ional mee t ings , turf con-fe rences a n d shor t courses a t t ended by m a n u f a c t u r e r s and resea rch m e n as well a s super in tenden t , one g e t s a look into the f u t u r e wi th first hand i n f o r m a t i o n on the development of new g r a s s s t ra ins , new chemica ls and new equ ipment t h a t is being developed to speed up and cu t cost of ma in t enance . 
"The m a i n t e n a n c e of a golf course and the coun t ry club g rounds i sn ' t a job t h a t can be done efficiently by the super in tend-ent alone. F i rs t , he needs the whole-hea r t ed s u p p o r t of his c o m m i t t e e and club officials. Then, he needs the he lp ing hand of research , the USGA Green Section, col-leges t h a t a r e c a r r y i n g on recognized fine tu r f r e s e a r c h work, m a n u f a c t u r e r s who m a k e mach ine ry , fe r t i l i zer or o the r chemi-cal p roduc t s used in tu r f ma in tenance . Las t , b u t no t least , he needs t h e publica-t ions which b r ing the r e su l t s of th is work to the golf course super in tenden t , — Golfdom, The USGA Journa l , The Golf Course Repor te r , and a n u m b e r of local publ icat ions. 
"Indeed, t h e m a i n t e n a n c e of a golf course requi res the help and advice of a g r e a t m a n y people and i t is indeed unfor -t u n a t e t h a t some club off ic ia ls don ' t see the l ight a n d set aside f u n d s t o send their supe r in t enden t to a t t e n d such local and na t iona l mee t ings w h e r e he can ge t the help he and his club can wisely use." 
Leonard Strong, supt., Saucon Valley CC, Bethlehem, Pa., says, " F r o m Prof . J o h n Schread ' s lec ture a t the 20th Nat ional Turf Confe rence a t Los Ange le s in 1949 on "Control of Insec t s I n j u r i o u s to T u r f " I gained a g r e a t deal of p r ac t i ca l knowledge in r e g a r d to t h e use and subsequen t resul ts of ch lordane . I have since used th is new insect icide w i t h i ts t h ree modes of act ion and found i t mos t effect ive. One of the i t ems fo r which it w a s used a n d on which it did a swell job w a s the ex te rmina t ion of a n t s on the borders of severa l of our greens ." 
"P robab ly the m o s t i m p o r t a n t th ing I have g o t t e n out of a t t e n d i n g associat ion mee t ings is t h a t it has given m e an oppor-tun i ty to g e t a w a y f r o m m y own course and visit o the r courses and g e t toge the r w i t h o t h e r supts . ," r epo r t s William S tup-ple, supt. , Exmoor CC, Highland Park, 111. 
"This I believe," he cont inues , "is of the u t m o s t va lue to all of us. The p rac t i ca l ex-per iences of o thers a n d t h e knowledge ga ined f r o m l is tening to o t h e r s is down-to-ear th , p rac t i ca l know-how t h a t one can never ge t ou t of a book. I t ' s t h e on- the-spot discussion t h a t one l ea rns f r o m most . 
"P robab ly one of the m o s t valued ex-per iences I h a v e had w a s a t an associat ion and Green Section m e e t i n g a t L a s k e r s when Dr. Monte i th came ou t w i t h his t r e a t -

(Continued on page 53) 



SUPERINTENDENTS BENEFIT 
(Continued from page 26) 

ment of weeds with arsenicals. This, to me, 
was truly the beginning of the present era 
of good weed-free turf . His lessons made a 
very great impression on me and they have 
been used on our courses to great advan-
tage." 

Wes Updegraff, supt., Wichita (Kans.) 
CC credits informative association and 
sup'ts. meetings as being responsible for 
"practically all improvements made on 
golf courses in this par t of the country." 
He says, "we learned about the new bent — 
C1-C19 at these meetings. All 20 of our 
greens have been planted and we are com-
pletely satisfied that they make the finest 
putt ing greens possible. 

"U-3 Bermuda has proven very good for 
tees. They heal over well and we cut them 
5/16" and have fewer divots a t this close 
cut. We have learned crabgrass can now 
be controlled with a number of crabgrass 
killers. Fairways are going to be seeded 
with Highland bent and Astoria bent. 

"Through the association meetings our 
golf course becomes an experiment station 
for all new ideas. Each new thing we learn 
we experiment with until we are satisfied 
it is what we want for our own course and 
then we use it. 

"We find that about 75 per cent of our 
club members use our improvements on 
their own yards and estates. We would be 
unable to help all these people if we did 
not attend our meetings, turf conferences 
and Field days." 

Bill Brady, supt., Maple Bluff CC, Madi-
son, Wis., says "The meetings we have had 
in Wisconsin are very helpful in all as-
pects of course maintenance. While at-
tending a meeting in Milwaukee, I was 
lamenting over the fac t that although I 
had watered fairways, I also had two that 
are not watered because they are short 
iron holes. One supt. told me that if I 
would give the fairway that was not 
watered a medium shot of fertilizer around 
the first week in July they would hold bet-

MR. SUPERINTENDENT-
Write for our autumn price-list 

Dependable Seeds: Bents, including 
Astoria, colonial, Highland and 
seaside Chewing's, Illahee, Alta 
and other fescues; Merion B 27, 
Kentucky, Canada and shade blue-
grasses. 

Fertilizers: sulphate of ammonia; or-
ganic plant-foods; Hyper-Humus. 

Fungicides. Insecticides. Selective 
weed-killers 

Whipping Poles; mowers; blades. 
Tee Markers; ball-washers; DBA 

soap; tee-towels. 
Hole-cups; hole-cutters. 
Aluminum poles, wood or steel; flags. 

Quick Service Reliable Quality 

Vaughan 's Seed Company 
Established 1876 

47 Barclay Street, New York 7. N. Y. 
John Melady, golf representative 

C h i c a g o o f f i ce : 601 W. Jackson Blvd. 

BUY FROM WITTEK — BUY THE BEST 

In g o l f , t i m i n g is im-
portant — order n o w ! 
Get all set for next year 
— benefit by off-season 
buy. 
Gol f Bal ls , C lubs . G o l f 
Pails, A u t o m a t i c Tees , 
Golf G l o v e s . Gol f Bag 
Carriers, Mats , Ball 
Pickers, Bal l Stripers 
and many other items. 

Send for this money-
making catalog today! 

h / U U k GOLF RANGE SUPPLY CO. 
S12« W. North Ave. Chicago 3*. III. 
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12-8-4 

The Complete Liquid Plant Food for Golf Greens 
"I h a v e used L i q u a - V i t a to except ional ly good a d v a n t a g e in c a t c h i n g b e r m u d a seed l ings on n e w g r e e n s 
a n d f a i r w a y s . W e u s e it regular ly on o u r r y e gras s a lso a n d f ind tha t it s e e m s to he lp g i v e u s a 
s t u r d i e r and th icker s t a n d . " 

W a r d L. W o o d 
E v e r g l a d e s Country Club 
P a l m B e a c h . F lor ida 

"I a m glad to say that I had splendid re su l t s w i t h y o u r L i q u a - V i t a a n d a l so f o u n d it e a s y to use , w h i c h 
m e a n s a great deal, c o n s i d e r i n g the i n e x p e r i e n c e d he lp w e h a v e to w o r k w i t h . " 

H u g h Moore 
B o w d e n Golf Club 
Macon , Georg ia 

Liqua-Vita — Blitz 48 Chlordane — Blitz 10 P M A 

AMERICAN LIQUID FERTILIZER C0.r Inc. Box No. 267, Marietta, o . 



PRO FINISHED 
PERSIMMON HEADS 
WOODS HAND MADE TO ORDER 

WON-PUTT A L U M I N U M PUTTERS 

Quick Service on Ail Types of 
Repair Work. 

Bert Dargie Golf Co. 
2883 Poplar Avenue, Memphi s 11, Tenn. 

AMERICA'S BIGGEST SELECTION 
of 

G O L F A W A R D S 

A complete selection of golf trophies, cups, 
and plaques for tournaments and banquets. 
Immediate delivery from stock. 

Send for catalogue No. G12 

UNIVERSAL SPORTS AND AWARDS 
Universal Bowling & Billiard Supply 

51S S. W.baah Ave. — Chicago S, III. 
Trie. • W Abash 2-5255 
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ter. I applied approximately 400 lbs. of 
Milorganite the first week of July and 
three weeks later we had a four weeks dry 
spell with hot drying wind, with tempera-
tures of 90-94 for one whole week. The un-
watered fairways held surprisingly well. 

"We now have had two beautiful weeks 
of grass growing weather and in compar-
ing the fairways, it is fairly impossible to 
tell which were unwatered." 

G. M. Dearie, supt., Edgewater GC, Chi-
cago, 111., tells some of the many things 
he has learned about growing and caring 
for turf a t superintendent's meetings and 
short courses. He says, 

"When a greenkeeper has a turf prob-
lem at his Club, he is anxious to get in-
formation that will help him, and to whom 
else would he turn but his fellow Green-
keepers. That is the main object of the 
Greenkeepers Meeting each month. Here 
he sees his associates and some of them 
have at some time or other been con-
fronted with the same problem tha t is 
bothering him. Here we have the oppor-
tunity to talk privately together, and 
when the formal meeting gets underway 
we have the chance to state our problems 
to the group and get the best information 
available. Some of the knowledge is ac-
quired from practical experience and some 
by science. 

"I have used to great advantage a solu-
tion I worked out with Graham Gardiner 
several years ago, when he used it at 
Park Ridge CC and obtained good results. 
This was to correct a soil compaction con-
dition of greens with an application of 
pea gravel. The green is top-dressed with 
pea gravel, according to the condition of 
the compaction of the soil. The average 
application is one yard of pea gravel to 
5000 sq. f t . This application is followed 
by a continued spiking until all particles 
of gravel are worked into the soil. Several 
treatments may be necessary to correct 
the condition. 

"The short course given for the green-
keeper who is interested in improving his 
course and acquiring valuable information 
is a wonderful help. Here he gets facts, 
everything has been tested before it is 
presented to the greenkeeper and he can 
have all the information as to applica-
tion, t reatment and results. 

"I obtained my idea of fertilizer versus 
seed over ten years ago, at a plot dem-
onstration in Arlington, Virginia, where 
Dr. Montieth explained and proved a 
small amount of seed and plenty of fer-
tilizer will give you better turf than a 
heavy seeding and light fertilizing. I have 
used this to great advantage ever since. 

"In short, at Greenkeeper meetings and 

Constructed off Tire Casings 
ffor Heavy Duty-Longer Wear 

A THE BEST MAT FOR DR IV ING TEES! 
^ ^ Des igned to specifications of wel l -known pros, these mots a r « 

functiona 'y ideul, reversible and virtually everlasting. The finest 
tee mat at the lowest cost to you. 

n BEST IN LOCKER ROOM, ENTRANCE & SHOWER 
^ ^ Perma-Mat i pay for themselves by sav ing floors, spikes and pre-

venting accidents. Lays flat (no kinks), thicker cushion, closely 
woven for firmer foot ing. 

Immediate delivery on popular sizes, send specifications. 

MERCHANTS TIRE CO. 2710 WASHINGTON AVE. ST. IOU 



4 %tcu SCOGGINS DISPLAY TREE 
T H A T B E A R S H A T A N D C A P P R O F I T S 

T h i s pro shop go l f headwear display tree attractively s h o w s 24 caps or hats. It 
presents the merchandise in a convenient , attractive way tnat reaches out to get buyers 
f o r y o u . 

Merchandise is easily kept clean and in neat order by this S c o g g i n s pro s h o p display 
tree. It adds to the co lor and l ife of the entire s h o p and pays for itself quickly in 
increased sales. 

T h i s tree is only o n e of the n e w Scogg ins d i sp lay features that are a sensat ional ly 
s trong added se l l ing p o w e r in any pro shop. 

W r i t e for detai ls of this hat and cap d i sp lay tree and the entire n e w pro shop 
d i sp lay fixture l ine, w h i c h includes men's jersey forms , belt racks, hos iery trays, b louse 
cases, slack racks, skirt forms , plast ic stock boxes and 12 other sales makers. 

H O W A R D 
Exclusively Through 

S C O G G I N S G O L F C O D u n e d i n , F l o . 

short courses we get the answers to our 
problems if there are answers, and if 
there are not, we work together to find 
them." 

Lawrence Huber, supt., Ohio State Uni-
versity GC, Columbus, says it is hard to 
point out any one thing learned from at-
tending Turf Conferences and association 
meetings. Such an undertaking would re-
quire the listing of a great many facts, 
short cuts, new methods, etc. He says, in 
listing some of them in the order of im-
portance, "I would say that 2,4-D has 
brought about the most important change 
made in the last five or six years on 
courses over the country. With the fun-
gus and pest control we have today 
courses have shown vast improvement 
over past years. 

"Aerifying in the last few years has 
proven its worth in getting the water to 
penetrate deeper into our clay soils and 
in letting the fertilizer down around the 
roots, all of which has resulted in better 
turf . 

•"These are a few of the outstanding 
things which come to mind at the mo-
ment; but let me add that a great deal is 
learned today from reading the fine golf 
and turf magazines that are published." 

R. C. Bowman, supt., Lakewood CC, 
Dallas, Texas, says one of the great tips 

he got a t the annual turf conference last 
year and the thing that brought the most 
praise from members was how to handle 
nap on greens. At the proper time nap 
was taken off the greens and when the 
new grass came back he had the best put-
ting surface ever. 

PRO DEPT. TUNES IN 
(Continued from page 28) 

tains tha t many of a golfing resort 's pa-
trons are people who are greatly bene-
fitted by a few tips — just enough, and 
simple enough, to be easily and deeply 
absorbed. Naturally much of this work 
has to be what a doctor might call emer-
gency t rea tment as it's a sure thing a 
brief golf clinical session isn't going to 
remake a man's or woman's game. 

Obitz maintains that considerable of 
this clinic t reatment has resulted in a lot 
of lesson money for pros a t points from 
which the Shawnee guests hail. Many of 
the clinic patients haven't taken golf in-
struction for years — or a t all — because 
they had no idea pro instruction could be 
so helpful. 

Harry says that he and his staff in 
numerous cases follow the medical gen-
eral practitioner's line and refer the pa-

The NEW 

M O R R I S O N 
G O L F G L O V E 

$2.50 retail 

• Finest leather 

• Expert workmanship 

Manufactured by 

M O R R I S O N GLOVE CO. 
Monrovia, Cal i f . 




