Clubs Reap Benefits by Supts.
Attending Turf Meetings

By JOE GRAFFIS

Not one golfer in a thousand realizes
what’s behind the vast improvement in
golf course condition that has taken place
during the past 20 years. The old-timers,
pros and amateurs, know that tees now
generally are better than most greens used
to be. Fairways at the modernly-main-
tained clubs are so much better than fair-
ways were 20 years ago there’'s no com-
parison.

Despite the fact that course labor wages
have increased in the past 20 years the
increase has been far short of the increase
in unit and total wages in American indus-
try. The costs of U.S. golf turf advance
have been kept under remarkably tight
control by a combination of technical de-
velopments that will compare very favor-
ably with the progress made in almost any
other business in the nation.

Behind this notable picture of progress
are factors of research and education that
any golfer who is an executive in industry
would learn, upon investigation, almost un-
paralleled. Rarely is an executive in in-
dustry lucky enough to have his factory
superintendents devote the time, money,
brains and enthusiasm to betterment of
plant operating methods that the golf
course superintendents devote to the in-
tensely practical and valuable education
of the superintendents’ national and sec-
tional conferences.

Turf research has been exceedingly well
planned and coordinated by the USGA
Green Section with Director Fred Grau and
state and other sectional agricultural
school experts in close expert collaboration.
Participation in this research and applica-
tion of it is extensively and capably done
primarily through the medium of the su-
perintendents’ organizations.

There often are heavy handicaps to the
progress of this research and its use. Lack
of money is the main one although there
probably isn't a golf course in the United
States that hasn’t received from the turf
research and the greenkeepers’ meetings
far more direct cash benefit than the club
ever spent in these operations. Only within
the past few years has it become common
practice for clubs to pay expenses of their
greenkeepers or superintendents to the an-
nual meeting of the superintendents’ na-
tional organization or to the regional
annual conferences. Even now when super-
intendents take their Mondays off to go to
sectional meetings the men often have to
go at their own expense to learn what's
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new and discuss with their colleagues prob-
lems of their respective courses.

The club official who compares the
salary of the golf course greenkeeper or
superintendent with that paid to men of
like responsibility in the official’s own busi-
ness must especially appreciate that the
golf course boss in devoting his off day to
the good of the business is doing something
most uncommon in American industry.

Specifically, what has this accent on edu-
cation meant to golf course maintenance ?

GOLFDOM asked representative super-
intendents to tell instances of benefits their
clubs had received as results of these meet-
ings.

The replies will be found to make most
informative reading for anyone who quali-
fies as a green chairman of decided value to
his club.

The frank answer of Bert Rost, supt.,
Park Ridge (I1l.) CC makes an instructive
opening. Rost writes:

“Thanks for the opportunity of express-
ing my views on the benefits received by
clubs and club officials through the su-
perintendent’s exchange of experiences and
study of turf research at our personal,
sectional and national meetings. I have
added personal to your inquiry as I believe
this to be the most important and informa-
tive phase of our many meetings. You can
easily remember when one Greenkeeper (as
we used to be called) would hardly speak
to another for fear of letting his com-
petitor (and that is the way most of us
acted) find out one of our secrets. In reality
we were probably afraid the other fellow
would find out how much we didn’t know.

‘“This afternoon Bob Williams, Ray Ger-
ber, Oscar Borgmier and I are playing at
Ridgemoor. Playing together is just a
means for us to get together and talk
grass, as you know. I will venture that our
club will benefit a few hundred bucks by
my taking the afternoon off if you want to
put it that way.

“Among the many ideas I have got at
local and national meetings, probably the
one that has helped our course most is the
use of the aerifier. We use it spring and
fall and have for the past four years. Be-
fore we had a hard time to find enough
grass to warrant cutting the fairways
twice a week although they were fertilized
three times a year. Now in a season like
we have just had they almost require daily
cutting with the same amount of fertilizer.

“I think club officials should insist that
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their superintendent attend all meetings.
If he isn’t willing to do this then it is time
for them to start looking for a progressive
head of their business. If the reason is he
doesn’t have the time or is short of labor on
the course I'll bet he can, by discussing it
with a member or two, find a few labor
saving machines or ideas that will give him
time to get away.

Engage U. of Ill. in Turf Research

“I am chairman of the Turf Research
committee of the Midwest Assn. of Golf
Course Supts. We have the task of getting
the University of Illinois engaged in a turf
research program and that means a cam-
paign on the state legislature for funds to
enable the university to engage in the
needed work. We have a good start in the
experimental garden at Lisle.

““The scope of this proposed work will be
wide although the primary application will
be to golf courses. Few realize that there
is more spent annually for grass seed in
Illinois than is represented by the value of
the state’s apple crop. Despite the great
volume of ferilizer sales for home lawns in
Illinois I venture to say there are more
lawns ruined by improper use of fertilizer
than have been helped.

“Our own courses come first but the
home lawns, parks, cemeteries, roadside
turfing, airfields and industrial areas have
benefitted to the extent of many millions
of dollars by turf development and main-
tenance methods first presented by golf
course work.”

“What do I get from meetings of golf
course superintendents?"” asks Chet Men-
denhall, supt.,, Mission Hills CC, Kansas
City, Mo. “Just this. Here in the heart of
America, the golf course superintendents
hold a meeting once a month the year
around. This has been going on for eight-
een years. Golf is played only on special
occasions. There is no card playing so
there has to be an exchange of practical
golf course maintenance ideas to support
the fine attendance we have enjoyed during
these years.

“A member tells his experience with
some new crabgrass killer; maybe his ex-
perience has been disappointing. Some one
else tells him where he made his mistake in
time or method of application, and before
long all types of weed killers have been
thoroughly discussed and I have some ideas
regarding materials I haven't had the oc-
casion as yet to use.

‘““At one of our meetings there was a
discussion pertaining to the keeping of
cost records. A very simple method of cost
accounting was presented by one member
which I have partially adopted. This has
saved me several hours each month in the
distribution of labor costs.

‘“At local meetings the superintendent
gets more practical information that he
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can apply immediately to his own work.
While at the national meetings, turf con-
ferences and short courses attended by
manufacturers and research men as well as
superintendent, one gets a look into the
future with first hand information on the
development of new grass strains, new
chemicals and new equipment that is being
developed to speed up and cut cost of
maintenance.

“The maintenance of a golf course and
the country club grounds isn’t a job that
can be done efficiently by the superintend-
ent alone. First, he needs the whole-
hearted support of his committee and club
officials. Then, he needs the helping hand
of research, the USGA Green Section, col-
leges that are carrying on recognized fine
turf research work, manufacturers who
make machinery, fertilizer or other chemi-
cal products used in turf maintenance.
Last, but not least, he needs the publica-
tions which bring the results of this work
to the golf course superintendent, —
Golfdom, The USGA Journal, The Golf
Course Reporter, and a number of local
publications.

“Indeed, the maintenance of a golf
course requires the help and advice of a
great many people and it is indeed unfor-
tunate that some club officials don’'t see
the light and set aside funds to send their
superintendent to attend such local and
national meetings where he can get the
help he and his club can wisely use.”

Leonard Strong, supt., Saucon Valley
CC, Bethlehem, Pa., says, “From Prof.
John Schread’s lecture at the 20th National
Turf Conference at Los Angeles in 1949 on
“Control of Insects Injurious to Turf” I
gained a great deal of practical knowledge
in regard to the use and subsequent results
of chlordane. I have since used this new
insecticide with its three modes of action
and found it most effective. One of the
items for which it was used and on which
it did a swell job was the extermination of
ants on the borders of several of our
greens."”

“Probably the most important thing I
have gotten out of attending association
meetings is that it has given me an oppor-
tunity to get away from my own course
and visit other courses and get together
with other supts.” reports William Stup-
ple, supt., Exmoor CC, Highland Park, IlL

“This I believe,” he continues, “is of the
utmost value to all of us. The practical ex-
periences of others and the knowledge
gained from listening to others is down-
to-earth, practical know-how that one can
never get out of a book. It's the on-the-spot
discussion that one learns from most.

“Probably one of the most valued ex-
periences I have had was at an association
and Green Section meeting at Laskers
when Dr. Monteith came out with his treat-

(Continued on page 53)
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SUPERINTENDENTS BENEFIT
(Continued from page 26)

ment of weeds with arsenicals. This, to me,
was truly the beginning of the present era
of good weed-free turf. His lessons made a
very great impression on me and they have
been used on our courses to great advan-
tage.”

Wes Updegraff, supt., Wichita (Kans.)
CC credits informative association and
sup’ts. meetings as being responsible for
“practically all improvements made on
golf courses in this part of the country.”
He says, “we learned about the new bent —
C1-C19 at these meetings. All 20 of our
greens have been planted and we are com-
pletely satisfied that they make the finest
putting greens possible.

“U-3 Bermuda has proven very good for
tees. They heal over well and we cut them
5/16” and have fewer divots at this close
cut. We have learned crabgrass can now
be controlled with a number of crabgrass
killers. Fairways are going to be seeded
with Highland bent and Astoria bent.

“Through the association meetings our
golf course becomes an experiment station
for all new ideas. Each new thing we learn
we experiment with until we are satisfied
it is what we want for our own course and
then we use it.

“We find that about 75 per cent of our
club members use our improvements on
their own yards and estates. We would be
unable to help all these people if we did
not attend our meetings, turf conferences
and Field days.”

Bill Brady, supt., Maple Bluff CC, Madi-
son, Wis., says “The meetings we have had
in Wisconsin are very helpful in all as-
pects of course maintenance. While at-
tending a meeting in Milwaukee, I was
lamenting over the fact that although I
had watered fairways, I also had two that
are not watered because they are short
iron holes. One supt. told me that if I
would give the fairway that was not
watered a medium shot of fertilizer around
the first week in July they would hold bet-

MR. SUPERINTENDENT —

Write for our autumn price-list

Dependable Seeds: Bents, including
Astoria, colonial, Highland and
seaside Chewing's, Illahee, Alta
and other fescues; Merion B 27,
Kentucky, Canada and shade blue-
grasses.

Fertilizers: sulphate of ammonia; or-
ganic plant-foods; Hyper-Humus.
Fungicides. Insecticides. Selective

weed-killers
Whipping Poles; mowers ; blades.
Tee Markers; ball-washers; DBA
soap; tee-towels.
Hole-cups; hole-cutters.
Aluminum poles, wood or steel ; flags.
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47 Barclay Street, New York 7, N. Y.
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Chicago office: 601 W. Jackson Blvd.
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and fairways.
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L I Q@QUA-VIEIT A
12-8-4
The Complete Liquid Plant Food for Golf Greens

*1 have used Liqua-Vita to exceptionally good advantage in catching bermuda seedlings on new greens
We use it regularly on our rye grass also and find that it seems to help give us a

Ward L. Wood
Everglades Country Club
Palm Beach, Florida

“I am glad to say that I had splendid results with your Liqua-Vita and also found it easy to use, which
means a great deal, considering the inexperienced help we have to work with.”

Hugh Moore
3owden Golf Club
Macon, Georgia

Liqua-Vita — Blitz 48 Chlordane — Blitz 10 PMA
AMERICAN LIQUID FERTILIZER CO., Inc. Box No. 267, Marietta, O.
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PRO FINISHED
PERSIMMON HEADS

WOODS HAND MADE TO ORDER
WON-PUTT ALUMINUM PUTTERS

Quick Service on All Types of
Repair Work.

Bert Dargie Golf Co.

2883 Poplar Avenue, Memphis 11, Tenn.

ter. I applied approximately 400 1bs. of
Milorganite the first week of July and
three weeks later we had a four weeks dry
spell with hot drying wind, with tempera-
tures of 90-94 for one whole week. The un-
watered fairways held surprisingly well.

“We now have had two beautiful weeks
of grass growing weather and in compar-
ing the fairways, it is fairly impossible to
tell which were unwatered.”

G. M. Dearie, supt., Edgewater GC, Chi-
cago, Ill, tells some of the many things
he has learned about growing and caring
for turf at superintendent’s meetings and
short courses. He says,

“When a greenkeeper has a turf prob-
lem at his Club, he is anxious to get in-
formation that will help him, and to whom
else would he turn but his fellow Green-
keepers. That is the main object of the
Greenkeepers Meeting each month. Here
he sees his associates and some of them
have at some time or other been con-
fronted with the same problem that is
bothering him. Here we have the oppor-
tunity to talk privately together, and
when the formal meeting gets underway
we have the chance to state our problems
to the group and get the best information
available. Some of the knowledge is ac-
quired from practical experience and some
by science.

TN

Constructed of Tire Casings
for Heavy Duty—Longer Wear

THE BEST MAT FOR DRIVING TEES!

Designed to specifications of well-known pros, these mots ars

GOLF AWARDS

A complete selection of golf trophies, cups,
and plaques for tournaments and banquets.
Immediate delivery from stock.

UNIVERSAL SPORTS AND AWARDS
it Universal Bowling & Billiard
515 5. Wabush Ave.
Tele

« WAbash 2.5255
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“I have used to great advantage a solu-
tion I worked out with Graham Gardiner
several years ago, when he used it at
Park Ridge CC and obtained good results.
This was to correct a soil compaction con-
dition of greens with an application of
pea gravel. The green is top-dressed with
pea gravel, according to the condition of
the compaction of the soil. The average
application is one yard of pea gravel to
5000 sq. ft. This application is followed
by a continued spiking until all particles
of gravel are worked into the soil. Several
treatments may be necessary to correct
the condition.

“The short course given for the green-
keeper who is interested in improving his
course and acquiring valuable information
is a wonderful help. Here he gets facts,
everything has been tested before it is
presented to the greenkeeper and he can
have all the information as to applica-
tion, treatment and results.

“I obtained my idea of fertilizer versus
seed over ten years ago, at a plot dem-
onstration in Arlington, Virginia, where
Dr. Montieth explained and proved a
small amount of seed and plenty of fer-
tilizer will give you better turf than a
heavy seeding and light fertilizing. I have
used this to great advantage ever since.

“In short, at Greenkeeper meetings and

ONLY

90¢

\ PER SQ. FT.
)\ PREPAID

functionally ideul, reversible and virtually everlasting. The finest

tee mat of the lowest cost to you.

BEST IN LOCKER ROOM, ENTRANCE & SHOWER

Perma-Mats pay for themselves by saving floors, spikes and pre-

venting accidents. Lays flat (no kinks), thicker cushion, closely
woven for firmer footing.
Immediate delivery on popular sizes, send specifications.

MERCHANTS TIRE CO. 2710 WASHINGTON AVE. ST.
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Write for details of this hat and cap display tree and the entire new pro shop
display fixture line, which includes men’'s jersey forms, belt racks, hosiery trays, blouse
cases, slack racks, skirt forms, plastic stock boxes and 12 other sales makers.

Exclusively Through
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shows 24 caps or hats. It
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short courses we get the answers to our
problems if there are answers, and if
there are not, we work together to find
them.”

Lawrence Huber, supt., Ohio State Uni-
versity GC, Columbus, says it is hard to
point out any one thing learned from at-
tending Turf Conferences and association
meetings. Such an undertaking would re-
quire the listing of a great many facts,
short cuts, new methods, etc. He says, in
listing some of them in the order of im-
portance, “I would say that 2,4-D has
brought about the most important change
made in the last five or six years on
courses over the country. With the fun-
gus and pest control we have today
courses have shown vast improvement
over past years.

“Aerifying in the last few years has
proven its worth in getting the water to
penetrate deeper into our clay soils and
in letting the fertilizer down around the
roots, all of which has resulted in better
turf.

/These are a few of the outstanding
things which come to mind at the mo-
ment; but let me add that a great deal is
learned today from reading the fine golf
and turf magazines that are published.”

R. C. Bowman, supt., Lakewood CC,
Dallas, Texas, says one of the great tips

he got at the annual turf conference last
year and the thing that brought the most
praise from members was how to handle
nap on greens. At the proper time nap
was taken off the greens and when the
new grass came back he had the best put-
ting surface ever.

PRO DEPT. TUNES IN
(Continued from page 28)

tains that many of a golfing resort’s pa-
trons are people who are greatly bene-
fitted by a few tips-— just enough, and
simple enough, to be easily and deeply
absorbed. Naturally much of this work
has to be what a doctor might call emer-
gency treatment as it's a sure thing a
brief golf clinical session isn't going to
remake a man’s or woman's game.

Obitz maintains that considerable of
this clinic treatment has resulted in a lot
of lesson money for pros at points from
which the Shawnee guests hail. Many of
the clinic patients haven’t taken golf in-
struction for years-— or at all — because
they had no idea pro instruction could be
s0 helpful.

Harry says that he and his staff in
numerous cases follow the medical gen-
eral practitioner’s line and refer the pa-
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