
Modern Maintenance Was 
Born in Trouble 

By JOHN GRAY 
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Mr. Gray is the only Canadian go l f course author i ty who has become 
president of the go l f course superintendents' national organizat ion which 
has, w i th f e w exceptions, a membership of U.S. superintendents. — Ed i to r . 

On the completion of the 25th year of 
this wor thy magaz ine I wish to declare 
m y confidence in the fu ture of go l f course 
maintenance as bear ing even more va lu-
able benefits than the profession has been 
able to provide in the past when our f e l -
low workers were establ ishing an impor-
tant and honored profession. 

I wish G O L F D O M 
continual ly increas-
ing influence in i ts 
g r e a t work. Joe and 
H e r b Gra f f i s have 
d o n e a j o b t h a t 
w o u l d h a v e d i s -
m a y e d many. T h e 
success of their j our -
nal has been espe-
c ia l ly impressive in 
v i e w of the l imita-
t ions o f the field and 
the handicaps they, 

w i t h the rest of us in go l f course main-
tenance, have had to overcome. 

In 1921 the Na t i ona l Open was sched-
uled to be played a t the Columbia course 
in Washington. This course was g r oomed 
and in per fect condit ion as courses a l -
w a y s are f o r such an auspicious occasion. 
I n three days, due to the terri f ic heat and 
disease, only a f e w blades of grass re-
mained on the greens. Drs. P iper and 
Oak l e y and several others of the Depar t -
ment o f Agr i cu l ture and the U S G A found 
and transplanted these f e w shoots which 
had wi thstood the t e r i f f i c heat and dis-
ease. T h e U S G A made grants to the E x -
per imenta l Gardens to fur ther prevent 
such a reoccurrence o f disaster ruining a 
go l f course. This t r agedy marked the 
b ir th o f our profession as w e know it 
today. 

F e w e r Men — M o r e W o r k 
W i t h the labor shor tage of the boom 

f o l l ow ing the depression the superintend-
ents had to mainta in standards w i t h 
f e w e r man-hours a t h igher wages . The r e 
w a s only one w a y to do it. He had t o 
g e t bet ter and mor e equipment and m a k e 
fu l l use of the findings of the state col-
l eges and U S G A research. The superin-
tendents now took the i r problems mor e 
and more to their research men and en-
l isted the aid of the manufacturers in 

developing machinery and mater ia l s meet-
ing their needs. This deve lopment g a v e 
us a fu l l e r recognit ion by club of f ic ia ls 
and gol fers , and attracted graduates of 
agr icultural co l leges to our profession. I t 
is large ly due to the e f for ts of course 
maintenance men and magaz ines such as 
G O L F D O M that the general public has 
come to real ize that a hose, a rake, and a 
l awnmower zealously applied wi l l not pro-
duce an acceptable piece of turf . L e t us 
also remember the various state depart-
ments of agr icul ture which have been so 
generous in donating the t ime of their 
researchers to help solve our problems. 

I t is an acknowledged f a c t that chem-
istry is leading the wor ld today. Our pro-
fession is one of the many that has bene-
fitted by it, and w e expect even g rea te r 
benefits. 

W e have found f r om exper ience that 
year to year budget ing not only benefits 
the club's financial conditions but betters 
the genera l condition of the course as 
capital investments can be made in equip-
ment which would otherwise be too ex-
pensive if the budget were to run f r o m 
month to month. A n y cost account ing 
that does not provide any appreciable in-
ves tment in equipment wi l l not p rove suc-
cessful. 

The chemistry of water , sun and soil is 
a never-ending mys t e r y but w e have made 
some progress. T h e Div ine P l an does not 
include a solution of this mys t e r y but as 
w e advance step by step and begin to 
grasp some o f the enormity of the chain 
react ion of soil chemistry w e find, wha t 
f e w other professions are blessed to do, 
a wholehearted happy l i f e in the g rea t 
outdoors w i tness ing eve ry day the mag -
nitude of God's rich blessings. N o man 
can fo l l ow this profession and remain an 
atheist. A n d it f o l l ows as the n ight the 
day a group of such men must surely 
prosper. 

Second annual turf conference, spon-
sored by Centra l P la ins Tur f Foundat ion 
and Kansas S ta t e college, a t Manhattan, 
Ks., Oct. 24-26, has p r o g r a m tha t looks 
l ike educational course at b ig national 
meet ing . E x p e c t record attendance f o r 
Ks., Okla. and Texas . 

John Gray 


