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John Morley 

A n organiza-
t i o n t h a t h a s 
accounted f o r a 
g rea t amount of 
progress in go l f 
s h a r e s w i t h 
G O L F D O M a 
25 th b i r t h d a y 
this year. The 
Golf Course Su-
p e r i n t e n d e n t s ' 
A s s o c i a t i o n , 

which was born 
as the Nat iona l 

Associat ion of Greenkeepers of 
Amer i ca , held its f irst meet ing in 
Chicago during the Internat ional 
Gol f Show and Country Club Sports 
Exposit ion, at Hote l Sherman, March 
21-26. 

N e w England, Chicago dist. and 
northern Ohio greenkeepers had ac-
t i v e s e c t i o n a l a s s o c i a t i o n s a n d 
groups of greenkeepers in other 
areas were g e t t ing together to com-
pare experiences and discover the 
other guy had some ve ry good ideas. 

John Mor l ey of the Youngs town 
( O . ) CC was a v igorous promoter of 
the idea of a nat ional association f o r 
the greenkeepers. Mor l ey had been 
one of the organizers of the Prohibi -
t ion par ty as a polit ical e lement in 
his youth. A t t imes it seemed to 
Mor l e y that the prohibit ion par t y 
had had a bet ter chance of e lect ing a 
president than the greenkeepers of 
g e t t ing organized on a national basis. 
But some of his neighbors, especial ly 
F r ed Burkhardt of Cleveland, kept 
campaign ing w i th him and the Chi-
cago area greenkeepers, who cal led 
themselves the Midwestern Assoc ia-
t ion of Greenkeepers. In part icular, 
John McGregor , Eddie Dearie and a 
f e w around the midwest , such at Chet 
Mendenhall of Kansas City, L e o 
Feser of St. Paul, and Carl Bre tz la f f 

of Indianapol is we r e eager to g e t 
the boys together . O. J. Noer , then 
early in his va luable services as sales 
missionary and rov ing technical ex-
pert f o r the M i lwaukee Sewe rag e 
Commission, kept f e r t i l i z ing the 
field f o r a nat ional organizat ion. 

W i t h the M idwes t organizat ion as 
hosts the nat ional organizat ion w a s 
launched and Mor l e y elected its f i rst 
president. T h e Golf Show g a v e the 
new associat ion a wel l publicized de-
but as the show was promoted by 
Spearman L e w i s and A . R. Shaf fer , 
two able press agents. Lewis , by the 
way , later hit one of the b igges t da i ly 
doubles eve r paid at a race t rack and 
wi th that rol l ret i red f r o m publ ic i ty 
wo rk and became a successful real 
estate operator a t Miami Beach. 

Mor l ey died a f e w years ago, l i v ing 
to see nat ional t eamwork f o r the 
good of go l f and recognit ion of those 
responsible f o r course maintenance. 
The nat ional association had g r ea t 
e f fect in deve lop ing an a ler t and 
open-minded att i tude in turf main-
tenance work , a vast promot ion of 
turf research and its pract ical ap-
plication. 

The toil, wo r r i e s and sacri f ices of 
the associat ion's o f f icers never wi l l 
be adequate ly appreciated by go l f e rs , 
although members of the associat ion 
know the s t o ry and are pos i t ive in 
expressing the ir grat i tude. T h e as-
sociation has had two changes of 
name since g e t t i n g its or ig inal label, 
and due to the w ide influence of the 
course superintendents on all fine 
turf deve lopment , have been impor-
tuned to define the association's w o r k 
as turf, but as go l f continues to be by 
f a r the main ob j ec t and inspirat ion of 
turf bet terment , the associat ion's 
present t i t le seems l ikely to st ick f o r 
many years. 

go l f that has been developed in the last 25 
years. 

T o d a y w e have six o r seven men on an 
18 hole gol f course. Our expenses a re 
care fu l l y budgeted and the superintend-
ent's professional standing is g i ven fu l l 
recognit ion by club of f ic ia ls and g o l f e r s 
everywhere . Our schools and co l leges 
have recognized the importance of tur f 
management . T o d a y w e are o f fered short 
courses f o r greenkeepers in general and 
col lege courses leading to a degree f o r 
such young men as would become green-
keepers. 

The r e are still numerous problems to be 

solved. I a m sure that science and re-
search wi l l continue to help the superin-
tendent and improve go l f turf . 

I owa Greenkeepers and T u r f Assn. bul-
letin says f e l l ows used to br ing their clubs 
along to mee t ings and ge t in a t least 9-
holes but now that they ' re all discussing the 
lectures, exchang ing their prob lems and 
looking ove r the host's course, there 's 
no t ime f o r p lay ing . I owans had 60 at 
their Sept. F i e ld D a y at Ames , w i th crab-
grass test plots, fung ic ide tests and 
equipment demonstrat ions be ing the high 
spots. 


