
M I K E A T T H E MIKE O N SILVER A N N I V E R S A R Y 
Mike Murra's 25th anniversary as pro at W i c h i t a (Ks.) C C was ce lebra ted nearly on Mike's 50th 
bi r thday. Dave Trufelli , Crestview C C pro who arrived in W i c h i t a the same day as M u r r a , Tex 
Consolver and other pros and their wives joined with W i c h i t a C C members who tossed the 
surprise party for M i k e , also tossed gifts including a pile of silver dollars. Mrs. M u r r a is at 

Mike's left . 

i n t e r e s t is in w h a t kind of golf course t he r e 
is. W a t c h the pr ide of a member when 
showing h is gues t s a r o u n d t h e golf course. 
La t e r , gues t s a r e t a k e n in to the clubhouse 
and m e e t the m a n a g e r and to the pro shop 
and meet the pro. Chances are they m a y 
neve r m e e t the man responsible for the 
condit ion of t he course—the "green-
keeper . " 

I h a v e been told t h e r e is a lot in a name . 
Maybe t h a t accounts f o r t h e f a c t t h a t the 
" g r e e n k e e p e r " is so m u c h in the back-
ground. Even m o s t d ic t ionar ies do not 
recognize the exis tence of a "greenkeeper . " 
E v e r y y e a r a t our t u r f conferences, out-
s iders look a t our ident if icat ion badges 
and s a y : "Greenkeeping S u p e r i n t e n d e n t ? 
W h a t ' s t h a t ? " Ti t les do m e a n someth ing . 
Y e a r s ago the club s t eward became the club 
m a n a g e r , the golf c l u b m a k e r became golf 
profess ional . N o w c h a n g e "g reenkeepe r" 
to golf course supe r in t enden t . 

F o r t u n a t e l y I a m in a posit ion to say t h a t 
t h e r e a r e exceptions t o t h e above s t a t e -
m e n t s and I know of some cases where the 
golf course super in tendent , t h e profess ional 
and t h e m a n a g e r are recognized as hav ing 
the s a m e s t a tu s . 

The re a r e m a n y i n s t ances where the 
t e r m "greenkeeper" is appl ied to the m e n 
ac tua l ly work ing on t h e course in place of 
the n a m e laborer—which is a s it should be. 
I t is quite obvious a dis t inct ion should be 
made be tween the m a n in cha rge and the 
laborers . I n m a k i n g t h a t d is t inct ion le t i t 
be be f i t t ing the posit ion the super in tendent 

holds as t h e No. 1 m a n at a n y golf club, as 
the course w i t h o u t a doubt is the No. 1 i tem. 

Chances are I have lef t unsaid a lot of 
t h ings pe r t a in ing to the above. If I have, 
fellows, w h y no t voice your opin ions? 

M o n t a n a - W y o . M e e t Learns T u r f 
H e l p e d By Skim Mi lk P o w d e r 

Exper imen t s conducted by the D e p a r t -
men t of Hor t i cu l tu re of the M o n t a n a Ag-
r icul tura l E x p e r i men t Sta t ion h a v e indi-
ca ted considerable benefit to a v a r i e t y of 
hor t i cu l tu ra l p l an t s by soil appl ica t ions 
of small quan t i t i e s of skim milk, Dr. V. E. 
Iverson, Prof , of Hor t icul ture , told g reen-
keepers and of f ic ia l s a t t end ing t h e Mon-
t a n a - W y o m i n g Turf Assn. sp r ing mee t ing 
held a t t he B u t t e CC, Apri l 16-17. 

He said, "wi th vegetables, sk im milk 
t r e a t m e n t w a s found to produce the fol-
lowing resu l t s : 1. Larger , more fibrous root 
systems, 2. L a r g e r s t ems and ta l le r p l an t s 
wi th g r e a t e r leaf areas , 3. Increased ear ly 
and to t a l yields. 

" In 1950 pre l iminary exper iments were 
conducted to de te rmine the ef fec ts of sk im 
milk powder appl ied a t t h e r a t e of one 
pound per 100 squa re feet, on tu r f g rasses . 
The resu l t s of t h i s smal l p re l imina ry tes t 
indicated the fol lowing benefi ts t o a Ken-
u t c k y blue g r a s s mixture , and, t o a lesser 
extent , a m i x t u r e of colonial b e n t and 
creeping fescue : 1. Be t t e r color, 2. In-
creased top development, 3. More fibrous 
root development . 

"Due to the size and limited scope of th is 



expe r imen t wi th turf g rasses , it m u s t be 
considered explora tory in n a t u r e and more 
s u p p o r t i n g da ta is needed before this t r e a t -
m e n t can be recommended on an experi-
m e n t a l basis ." 

Unde r the leadership of Dr. F r e d V. 
Grau , Dir . of the USGA Green Section, 
m e m b e r s and f r iends of t h e Turf Associa-
t ion hea rd discussions on ae r i fy ing ; fer t i l -
izing; weed and clover cont ro l ; soil and 
mo i s tu r e relations, which included re fe r -
ences to bad effects of c lay o r gumbo soils, 
and d ra inage conditions; equipment ; win-
te r i n j u r y and g reens dress ing; int ro-
duct ion of g r a s s specimens, and technical 
d iscussions by Dr. F r e d G r a u and members 
of t h e A g r o n o m y and Hor t i cu l tu re Depar t -
m e n t s f r o m Montana S t a t e College Experi -
m e n t S t a t i on a t Bozeman. Dr. A. H. Pos t 
of t h e A g r o n o m y Dept . pres ided a t one of 
the technical sessions and Mr. I . V. Ander-
son of t h e U. S. F o r e s t r y Service and Al-
fo rd J. Dixon of Missoula p resen ted a pape r 
on the use of Lignin and aged sawdus t in 
g reens building and ma in tenance . 

Most of the g r a s s courses in Montana 
and Wyoming and cemeter ies and school 
g r o u n d s m a n a g e m e n t were represented a t 
the meet ing . 

Nelson's Teach ing Features 
Indiana Spr ing Session 

Ind i ana PGA member s p lus PGA mem-
b e r s f r o m Ohio and K e n t u c k y pu t in a 
c rowded day of business a t Indianapol is 
Apr i l 11, w i t h a t each ing session by Byron 
Nelson headl ining a p rac t i ca l p rog ram. 
George McCar thy of U S R ubbe r gave his 
t r ave log t h r o u g h the US ball p lant wi th 
slides be ing the vivid 3-dimension photo-
g r a p h s . Mac 's educat ional t a lk and pic-
t u r e s a r e much be t t e r t h a n an ac tua l t r ip 
t h r o u g h the p lant on a ho t day. O. J . 
Noer , Milwaukee S e w e r a g e Commission, 
did his usual g r e a t job of g iv ing the fel-
lows a close-up on w h a t and why of 
t roub le wi th golf tu r f a n d how to avoid 
it, o r c u r e it . 

H e n r y Cowen, MacGregor pres., re-
minded pros t h a t a lot of well known re-
tail businesses in towns do smal le r annua l 
sa l e s volume than p ro shops and no pro 
could expect to ge t by now wi thou t pay ing 
close a n d wise a t t en t ion t o every detai l 
of business. Henry emphas ized t h a t the 
t ax s i tua t ion now calls f o r very care fu l 
a n d complete account ing . He also said 
t h a t p ro s had be t t e r be wa tch ing thei r 
inventor ies and pu t t i ng on every kind of 
p rope r sales push to see t h a t they didn ' t 
ge t too m u c h w o r k i n g cap i t a l tied up in 
inven to ry and run into credi t embar ra s s -
men t . 

E . S t u m m of Na t iona l Cash Regis te r 
showed how other m e r c h a n t s handled deli-
c a t e merchand i s ing s i t ua t ions in ways 
t h a t pros should s tudy. 

A m o s t in te res t ing a n d valuable ta lk 

on golf club m a n u f a c t u r i n g w a s m a d e by 
Joe Wolfe of Wilson's . Veteran pros who 
had had bench c lubmaking experience and 
younger p ros and ass i s t an t s all pro-
nounced the Wolfe t a l k more i l lumina t ing 
t h a n a n y t h i n g else they 'd h e a r d on 
modern club m a n u f a c t u r i n g , especially 
wi th respect to g e t t i n g clubs made to sui t 
individuals. Wol fe ' s t a lk will a p p e a r in 
a n ear ly issue of GOLFDOM. 

Byron Nelson 's t each ing demons t r a t ion 
took in the cases of t he s t a r s c lear 
t h rough to the duffers . Nelson sa id he 
s t a r t e d the w r o n g w a y and learned t h a t 
a golf swing h a d t o be cons t ruc ted . He 
said the first score he kept w a s 118, not 
count ing the ones he missed. He also con-
fessed to being the world 's w o r s t dancer . 
He said Bobby Cru ickshank , in the 1930 
Texas Open, advis ing him to c h a n g e his 
g r ip s t a r t ed h im to being a good go l fe r 
and t h a t Ted Longwor th gave h im a lot 
of help when he (Nelson) began to see 
w h a t it w a s all about . 

Byron said t h a t he gr ips the club r a t h e r 
t igh t ly b u t not enough to cause tension 
in the fo rea rms . He said he h a d found he 
could do a lot f o r ord inary go l f e r s by 
t each ing t h e m to wagg le and b r e a k up 
tension t h a t w a y a n d with a f o r w a r d p r e s s 
t h a t unfroze the hips and hands . 

Nelson also said t h a t his g a m e g e t s off 
compara t ive ly j u s t a s much as a 90-
shooter ' s and unless he can keep p lay ing 
l i t t le bad hab i t s a r e liable to creep in. He 
told of being unable to play, because of 
his TV p r o g r a m wi th Ed Sullivan, fo r 
a lmos t a m o n t h before the Mas te r s ' and 
when he got in to p lay a t A u g u s t a he w a s 
compelled to s t ee r shots w i th a fee l ing of 
a w k w a r d n e s s because he didn' t know j u s t 
w h a t e r ro r had come into his swing. The 
final morning, on t h e pract ice tee be fore 
he s t a r t e d his round, he discovered his 
body tu rn hadn ' t been working j u s t r igh t . 
He corrected t ha t . Then, wi th t h a t e r r o r 
e l iminated Byron w e n t out and sho t his 
h ighes t round of t h e tou rnamen t . 

The Hoosier s p r i n g round-up concluded 
w i t h the c u s t o m a r y mer ry dinner a t which 
Bob McMillan, f a m e d football coach and 
not so f amed golfer , was the very en te r -
t a in ing top p e r f o r m e r . 

Texas P G A H a s Full W e e k o f 
Play, M a y 28 - July 4 

Texas P G A to have full week of tour -
n a m e n t play May 28 th ru J u n e 4 a t the 
Amar i l lo CC w i t h George Aulbach a s host 
professional . P l ay opens Monday, 28th, 
w i t h qual i fy ing for Nat iona l P G A cham-
pionship; Tuesday, P r o - A m a t e u r even t ; 
Wednesday, In t e rna t iona l PGA m a t c h — 
T e x a s vs. Mexico; Thursday, first 18 of 
P G A and Open f l i gh t ; Fr iday, second 18 of 
P G A and finals of Open f l igh t ; S a t u r d a y 
and Sunday, semi-f inals and finals of PGA. 
Monday, J u n e 4th, qual i fy ing fo r USGA 
Nat iona l Open. 


