
M I K E A T T H E MIKE O N SILVER A N N I V E R S A R Y 
Mike Murra's 25th anniversary as pro at W i c h i t a (Ks.) C C was ce lebra ted nearly on Mike's 50th 
bi r thday. Dave Trufelli , Crestview C C pro who arrived in W i c h i t a the same day as M u r r a , Tex 
Consolver and other pros and their wives joined with W i c h i t a C C members who tossed the 
surprise party for M i k e , also tossed gifts including a pile of silver dollars. Mrs. M u r r a is at 

Mike's left . 

i n t e r e s t is in w h a t kind of golf course t he r e 
is. W a t c h the pr ide of a member when 
showing h is gues t s a r o u n d t h e golf course. 
La t e r , gues t s a r e t a k e n in to the clubhouse 
and m e e t the m a n a g e r and to the pro shop 
and meet the pro. Chances are they m a y 
neve r m e e t the man responsible for the 
condit ion of t he course—the "green-
keeper . " 

I h a v e been told t h e r e is a lot in a name . 
Maybe t h a t accounts f o r t h e f a c t t h a t the 
" g r e e n k e e p e r " is so m u c h in the back-
ground. Even m o s t d ic t ionar ies do not 
recognize the exis tence of a "greenkeeper . " 
E v e r y y e a r a t our t u r f conferences, out-
s iders look a t our ident if icat ion badges 
and s a y : "Greenkeeping S u p e r i n t e n d e n t ? 
W h a t ' s t h a t ? " Ti t les do m e a n someth ing . 
Y e a r s ago the club s t eward became the club 
m a n a g e r , the golf c l u b m a k e r became golf 
profess ional . N o w c h a n g e "g reenkeepe r" 
to golf course supe r in t enden t . 

F o r t u n a t e l y I a m in a posit ion to say t h a t 
t h e r e a r e exceptions t o t h e above s t a t e -
m e n t s and I know of some cases where the 
golf course super in tendent , t h e profess ional 
and t h e m a n a g e r are recognized as hav ing 
the s a m e s t a tu s . 

The re a r e m a n y i n s t ances where the 
t e r m "greenkeeper" is appl ied to the m e n 
ac tua l ly work ing on t h e course in place of 
the n a m e laborer—which is a s it should be. 
I t is quite obvious a dis t inct ion should be 
made be tween the m a n in cha rge and the 
laborers . I n m a k i n g t h a t d is t inct ion le t i t 
be be f i t t ing the posit ion the super in tendent 

holds as t h e No. 1 m a n at a n y golf club, as 
the course w i t h o u t a doubt is the No. 1 i tem. 

Chances are I have lef t unsaid a lot of 
t h ings pe r t a in ing to the above. If I have, 
fellows, w h y no t voice your opin ions? 

M o n t a n a - W y o . M e e t Learns T u r f 
H e l p e d By Skim Mi lk P o w d e r 

Exper imen t s conducted by the D e p a r t -
men t of Hor t i cu l tu re of the M o n t a n a Ag-
r icul tura l E x p e r i men t Sta t ion h a v e indi-
ca ted considerable benefit to a v a r i e t y of 
hor t i cu l tu ra l p l an t s by soil appl ica t ions 
of small quan t i t i e s of skim milk, Dr. V. E. 
Iverson, Prof , of Hor t icul ture , told g reen-
keepers and of f ic ia l s a t t end ing t h e Mon-
t a n a - W y o m i n g Turf Assn. sp r ing mee t ing 
held a t t he B u t t e CC, Apri l 16-17. 

He said, "wi th vegetables, sk im milk 
t r e a t m e n t w a s found to produce the fol-
lowing resu l t s : 1. Larger , more fibrous root 
systems, 2. L a r g e r s t ems and ta l le r p l an t s 
wi th g r e a t e r leaf areas , 3. Increased ear ly 
and to t a l yields. 

" In 1950 pre l iminary exper iments were 
conducted to de te rmine the ef fec ts of sk im 
milk powder appl ied a t t h e r a t e of one 
pound per 100 squa re feet, on tu r f g rasses . 
The resu l t s of t h i s smal l p re l imina ry tes t 
indicated the fol lowing benefi ts t o a Ken-
u t c k y blue g r a s s mixture , and, t o a lesser 
extent , a m i x t u r e of colonial b e n t and 
creeping fescue : 1. Be t t e r color, 2. In-
creased top development, 3. More fibrous 
root development . 

"Due to the size and limited scope of th is 


