
"Spring Training" Opens 
Campaign for More Play 

Ted Woolley, pres ident of Golfcraf t , Inc., 
is c h a i r m a n of the Spo r t s and P a s t i m e s 
commi t t ee of But terf ie ld CC in the Chicago 
dis t r ic t . A s a golf club m a n u f a c t u r e r and 
an official a t a first c lass club he ge t s an 
a c c u r a t e close-up on t h e need of p romot ing 
more p lay at golf clubs a s a first require-
m e n t of clubs, m a n u f a c t u r e r s and pros. 

The re won ' t be any m a r k e d increase in 
the n u m b e r of golf courses for a while; 

"Spr ing Training" night staged a t Butterfield C C , 
C h i c a g o dist., under the d i rec t ion of Sports and 
Pastimes commit tee chairman T e d Wool ley ( t o p 
row, second f rom r ight) to get go l f play off t o an 
early start had an all star cast of golf talent and 
other sports celebrities on the j o b . A m o n g those 
present were : ( top row, L to R) H e r b Graf f is , 
G o l f d o m edi tor , Bob M a c D o n a l d , teaching pro-
fessional, pres. Barnhart of Butterf ield C C , W o o l -
ley, Bill G o r d o n , III. P G A pres., (Bot tom row, L to 
R) J o e Kirkwood, Sr., tr ick shot artist, Joe Kirk-
wood, Jr., Shirley Spork, G o l f c r a f t advisory staff , 
and Butter f ie ld professional, Dick Grout . 

t h a t ' s ce r t a in wi th g o v e r n m e n t res t r ic t ions 
now applied. The p r iva te clubs in met ro-
pol i tan a r e a s a r e near ly t o capac i ty of 
membersh ip . There is a s h o r t a g e of public 
and f ee courses in several d is t r ic ts . W i t h 
l imi ta t ions of golf faci l i t ies in a r e a s where 
the re a re the mos t people the problem, 
especially a t p r iva te clubs, is t h a t of en-
courag ing g r e a t e r use of faci l i t ies . 

The b road s ta t i s t i ca l p ic tu re of golf is 
shown by the l a t e s t ca re fu l ly compiled 
e s t ima te s of the number of ac t ive gol fers 
( those p l ay ing a t least 20 rounds a yea r ) 
and t h e number of rounds played. These 
f igures w e r e de termined for 1949 by GOLF-
DOM with the Na t iona l Golf Founda t ion 

and the cooperat ion of private, public and 
fee course officials. The figures repor ted 
a r e shown below and on the accompany ing 
page . 

F igu res fo r 1950 a r e not ye t ava i lab le as 
in m a n y cases they ' re not compiled a t 
courses unt i l sp r ing and r e t u r n s c a n ' t be 
secured f r o m t h e coopera t ing clubs unt i l 
the rush of opening the season in the cen-
t ra l s t a t e s is ou t of the way . E a r l y indi-
ca t ions a r e t h a t the 1950 increase over 
1949 exceeded 5 % and may have come close 
to 10% w i t h t h e p laying w e a t h e r h a v i n g 
been r a t h e r good. 

Figures from the Card 
Woolley figures t h a t in the cases of the 

p r iva te clubs t he r e is ample room f o r in-
creas ing play by es tabl ishing a quo ta of 
t h r ee more rounds p e r year per member . 
T h a t will a m o u n t t o a ve ry wor thwhi l e 
increase in play a t t he pr iva te clubs and 
reduce the members ' cost pe r round which 
is an item some member s a r e going to ex-
amine though t fu l ly in periods when ne t in-
come m a y be diminished. The a v e r a g e of 
rounds played by men, women a n d jun iors 
a t 18-hole p r i va t e clubs in 1949 w a s only 
abou t 16 and t h a t could s t a n d p l en ty of 
an increase w i t h o u t t ax ing the capac i ty 
of t h e plants . 

Of course golf p lay is dependent on 
w e a t h e r b u t not t o t h e extent mos t people 
realize. The improvement in d r a i n a g e a t 

Number of Golf Flayers in U. S. 
Year Ending' 1949 

At Private Clubs: 
Men 710,000 
Women 200,000 
Jun io r s 78,000 

988,400 
At Fee Courses: 

Men 628,300 
Women 153,000 
Jun io r s 57,000 

838,300 
At Public Courses: 

Men 895,000 
Women 207,000 
Jun io r s 182,000 

1,285,300 

Total for the U.S. 3,112,000 



Number of Rounds of Golf Played 
Year Ending 1949 

— On 9-Hole Golf Courses — 
Public 9-Hole (Ave.) 19,246 rounds or To ta l fo r 416 8,006,336 
Daily Fee 9-Hole (Ave.) 10,266 rounds or To ta l fo r 656 6,734,496 
P r iva t e 9-Hole (Ave.) 5,931 rounds or To ta l fo r 1,920 11,387,520 

— On 18-Hole Golf Courses — 
Public 18-Hole (Ave.) 35,090 rounds or To ta l fo r 327 11,474,270 
Daily Fee 18-Hole (Ave.) 21,112 rounds or To ta l fo r 426 8,972.600 
P r i v a t e 18-Hole (Ave.) 13,342 rounds or To ta l f o r 1,225 16,343,950 

Total 62,919,172 

golf courses, t he main tenance p r a c t i c e of 
c lear ing a w a y leaves in fal l and the g r e a t 
improvement in comfor tab le wea ther -proof 
golf appare l m a k e it possible f o r golf to 
be enjoyed in n o r t h e r n and cen t ra l s t a t e s 
t h roughou t a longer season. A b o u t the 
only t ime when a course should be ou t of 
play is dur ing b i t t e r ly cold w e a t h e r , or 
when the course is covered w i t h snow or 
when the sp r ing t h a w s make it inadvisable 
to play on r egu l a r greens. In t h e l a t t e r 
case t e m p o r a r y g reens can be played. 

Woolley m a i n t a i n s t h a t f a i lu re t o de-
velop more use of the courses and club-
house faci l i t ies is t he fau l t of t h e Spor t s 
and Pas t imes commit tees . They o f t e n muff 
the job of s t i r r i ng up golf in te res t to b r ing 
the golfers out ea r ly a f t e r a w in t e r indoors 
in the cen t ra l a n d nor thern s t a t e s . This 
win te r m a y be in t e r rup ted by a gol f ing va-
cat ion in the sou th or southwest b u t the re ' s 
no reason why it shouldn' t be ended as 
ear ly as possible by s t eaming up ea r ly golf 
p lay a t one 's own club nor th of t h e Mason-
Dixon line, Woolley declares. 

So, as a tes t of his idea, Woolley a n d his 
commit tee t e a m - m a t e s s taged a "Sp r ing 
Tra in ing" d inner p a r t y a t the club. The 
first one of these affa i rs , which a r e t o be 
scheduled annual ly , was very well a t t ended 
bu t not a s well a s the commi t t ee had 
hoped, fo r the r eason — la te r discovered —• 
t h a t some m e m b e r s jus t couldn ' t real ize it 
w a s going to be an a l l - s ta r golf show. But 
the dinner did ge t b ig play s t a r t e d ear l ie r 
t h a n usual a t t he club and go t week-day 
p lay out when w e a t h e r pe rmi t t ed , r a t h e r 
t h a n let the season ' s play coas t in on the 
usua l week-end p a t t e r n . 

Woolley got Joe Kirkwood, Sr . a n d Joe, 
Jr . , and Shir ley Spork of his own s taff put-
t i ng on ins t ruc t ion sessions and sho t -mak-
ing demons t r a t ions in a net p u t u p in the 
club lounge. Joe, Sr. p resented his t r ick 
shot show. Dick Grout , But te r f ie ld ' s pro; 
Johnny Revol ta , Bill Nary , who now is as-
s i s t an t to Babe Zahar ias a t S k y c r e s t and 
Bob MacDonald also gave ins t ruc t ive per-
f o r m a n c e s w i t h Bill Gordon, p re s iden t of 
t he Illinois P G A a s r ing -mas te r . Other 
spor t s celebri t ies — Johnny L u j a c k , J a c k 

Manders , R a y Apolskis a n d Gabby H a r t -
ne t t — w e r e introduced, a s w a s young Joe ' s 
c h a r m i n g wife, Ca thy Downs of the movies. 
Pres . B a r n h a r t of But terf ie ld , Woolley and 
o ther club officials briefly outlined p lans 
for club act iv i t ies and go t across the idea 
t h a t a l w a y s needs to be emphasized in club 
opera t ions — t h a t t he club is a place to 
en joy oneself o f t en ins tead of being a place 
t hough t of a s where a fel low and his f ami ly 
m a y spend too much money. 

L o c a t e Disp lays in Shop 
T r a f f i c Pa ths 

Orville W. Chapin, pro, F t . W a y n e 
(Ind.) CC says t h a t too m a n y pros m a y 
bea t themselves out of sa les and discour-
age c u s t o m e r s f r o m seeing and examining 
goods they need, by p u t t i n g the displays 
a g a i n s t wal l s ins tead of whe re they'll be 
in t h e p a t h of t raf f ic . 

Chap in tells of his own shop: 
" I build a rack or s tand, 15" square wi th 

t r a y or b a s e shaped octagonal ly , to display 
pu t t e r s , wedges, etc. T h e top rail is 
notched so t h a t clubs w o n ' t slip sidewise. 
I use the hollow inside f o r displaying um-
brellas. This r ack is p laced close to f r o n t 
en t rance , r i gh t in the line of en te r ing t r a f -
fic. ' I t t r ip led my sale of clubs. 

" I a lso pu t a good looking table wi th 
s p o r t s w e a r displayed on i t and where cus-
t o m e r s would come a g a i n s t i t . I t w a s 
a m a z i n g to see how m a n y member s would 
handle a n d buy the merchandise . These 
s a m e people, 9 t imes out of 10, would re-
sist be ing shown merchand i se even though 
they showed in te res t by looking towards 
cases w i t h the s ame merchandise unde r 
g lass . 

" A n o t h e r job I do is to check over club 
s t o r a g e rocks fo r se t s which a r e obsolete 
or not well fitted to t h e player . I ge t 
p l en ty of leads for bus iness f r o m this ." 
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