
Report on Turf Field Days 
By TOM MASCARO 

New Jersey Turf Field Day 
A tota l of 15 d i f f e rent turf studies w e r e 

s h o w n to a g r o u p of 115 men Interested in 
tur f m a n a g e m e n t g a t h e r e d at R u t g e r s U n i -
ve r s i t y on A u g u s t 8th, f o r T u r f F i e ld D a y , 

E x p e r i m e n t a l g r a s s e s f o r l a w n s a n d f a i r -
w a y s inc luded B - 2 7 ( M e r i o n b l u e g r a s s ) , 
U - 3 b e r m u d a a n d the Zoys ias . Fert i l i zat ion 
of the comb ina t i on of coot a n d w a r m sea -
son g r a s s e s w a s s h o w n in the plot of U - 3 
b e r m u d a a n d b l u eg r a s s . T h e r e a r e indica-
tions that f a l l app l i ca t ions of n i t rogen f e r -
ti l izer wi l l k e e p the turf g r een as the cool 
w e a t h e r c h a n g e s the color of the b e r m u d a -
g rass . T h e Increased g r o w t h of the blue-
g r a s s . r esu l t ing f r o m the fert i l izer , seems 
the best m e a n s of ob ta in ing the desired 
co lor turf t h r o u g h o u t the g r o w i n g season. 
T h i s e x p e r i m e n t is not completed but a 
s u m m a r y of this yea r ' s results wi l l be 
m a d e a f t e r the g r o w i n g season. 

F i f t e en d i f f e rent s t ra ins of b e n t g r a s s fo r 
pu t t ing g r e e n s w e r e shown. T h e comb ina -
tion of A r l i n g t o n , Cong res s i ona l and Col -
lins s t ra ins of b e n t g r a s s continued to pro-
duce a tu r f wh i ch Is h i gh l y su i tab le f o r 
p u t t i n g g r eens . 

Severa l studies w e r e s h o w n w i t h r e g a r d 
to the use of the Ae r i f i e r . A f r equency of 
cu l t ivat ion test h a d f r o m none to six aer i f i -
cat ions per season . Six cu l t ivat ions g a v e 
no a d v e r s e e f fects . C r a b g r a s s and other 
w e e d s w e r e no g r e a t e r on plot aeri f ied 
t h r o u g h o u t the season than on unaer i f led 
plots. 

In the even ing C h a r l e s K. Ha l l owe l l , 
Ph i l ade l ph i a C o u n t y A g e n t , r epor ted his 
obse rva t i ons made du r i ng the Southern 
Ca l i f o rn i a T u r f Su rvey , M r . Ha l l owe l l 
s tated that the soil in g reens in Ca l i f o rn i a 
w a s h e a v y a n d o f t en c lassi f ied a s t ight . 
C o m p a c t i o n is usua l , f r equent l y m a k i n g it 
d i f f icult f o r the g o l f e r to hit his shot to the 
g r e e n a n d h a v e it hold. A l k a l i n e soils are 
c o m m o n a n d much of the w a t e r appl ied Is 
h igh in s o d i u m content. 

T h e comb ina t i on of three c r eep ing bent -
g r a s s e s f o r p u t t i n g g r een purposes , that 
received a h igh r a t i n g at N e w Jersey E x -
pe r iment S ta t i on , p roduced ou t s tand ing 
put t ing s u r f a c e s in the L o s A n g e l e s dis-
trict. T h e r e a r e indicat ions tha t n e w l y 
const ructed p u t t i n g g r e e n s wi l l be s to lon-
Ized w i t h those th ree g r a s s e s A r l i ng ton , 
C o n g r e s s i o n a l a n d Co l l ins bent. 

Philadelphia Turf Field Day 
O v e r 150 a t tended the Ph i l ade lph ia T u r f 

F ie ld D a y on A u g u s t 17th. at the Ph i lde l -
phla C C Sp r i ng Mil l C o u r s e in W e s t C o n -
shohocken. Cha r l e s K . Ha l l owe l l . Ph i l a -
de lphia C o u n t y A g e n t , s e rved as leader of 
the field meet ing , ass isted b y M a r s h a l l 
F a r n h a m , Supt . of the S p r i n g Mill Course . 
O. J. Noe r , A g r o n o m i s t of the M i l w a u k e e 
S e w e r a g e Commiss ion a n d M a r v i n F e r g u -
son, Cha r l i e W i l s o n and A l R a d k o of the 
U S G A Green Section all w e r e introduced. 
A l C o o p e r f r o m Penn State , G e n e N u t t e r 
f r o m Corne l l a n d R a l p h E n g c l f r om R u t -
g e r s aiBo w e r e p resent f o r the Ph i l ade lph ia 
meet ing . 

T h e g r o u p v i ewed the tu r f d isease control 
p lots wh i ch a r e in their f ou r th year. T h e 
w o r k is be ing done hy B o b M e a n s and 
R i c h a r d Va lent ine , under the direction of 
D r . H. W . Thu r s ton of P e n n State . A g a i n 
chemica l 531 w a s a l eader in control l ing 
do l l a rspot . T w o new chemica l s showed 
p r o m i s e ; one is a combinat ion of c a d m i u m 
a n d mercu ry . D r . T h u r s t o n expects to put 
these th rough f u r t h e r tests. 

H . B. M u s s e r exp la ined in detai l the 
e f fect iveness of d i f ferent chemica l s in con-
t ro l l ing c r a b g r a s s , T h e first app l icat ions 
w e r e m a d e In late June a n d other app l i ca -
tions three w e e k s later . M u s s e r wil l s u m -
m a r i z e results at the end of the season ; 
the p resent indicat ions a r e tha t it is better 
to t r y the phenyl mercu r i e s e a r l y — pe r -
haps June and Ju ly — a n d potass ium c y a -
nate wi l l he lp w h e n c r a b g r a s s ge ts v i go -
rous . S o d i u m a r sen i te m a y cont inue to 
h a v e a p lace in the S e p t e m b e r renovat ion 
p r o g r a m . 

M a r s h a l l F a r n h a m s h o w e d his pract ica l 
w o r k a combinat ion of M e r i o n b l ueg r a s s 
and U - 3 b e r m u d a . and e s t ab l i sh ing U - 3 ber -
m u d a on tees. U - 3 b e r m u d a chased s i lver 
c r a b g r a s s out of the tees. W h e r e U - 3 b e r -
m u d a w a s s t r o n g on a tee, F a r n h a m 
repo r t ed : g o easy on s u m m e r fer t i l i z ing , 
then in S e p t e m b e r step u p the n i t rogen 
a n d pe rhaps the cool season g r a s s e s wil l 
p r edomina te . 

T h e f a i r w a y s w e r e g o o d to excel lent at 
P h i l a d e l p h i a C C A f e w a r e a s on f o u r d i f -
f e r ent f a i r w a y s s h o w e d c r a b g r a s s checked 
w i tn s p r a y s of potass ium cyanate . O r g a n i c 
n i t rogen fer t i l i zer Is app l ied l ight ly in mid-
A u g u s t a n d two to three addit ional app l i -
cat ions a r e m a d e b y N o v e m b e r 1st. The 
no rma l r a t e each fa l l is one ton of 6 ' r 
o r g a n i c n i t rogen pe r acre . 


