
L B. Icely, Golf Leader, Dies 
L a w r e n c e B la ine Ice ly , 65, f o r 32 yea r s 

pres. , W i l son S p o r t i n g Goods Co.. d ied A u g . 
8 a t P r e sby t e r i an hospita l , Ch icago , f o l -
l ow ing an operat ion. Ice ly had been a i l ing 
f o r severa ! y e a r s a n d h a d bounced back 
f r o m severa l s eve re sessions. H e seemed to 
be conva lesc ing a m a z i n g l y we l l f r o m the 
ope ra t i on w h e n a b lood clot sudden ly de -
veloped. 

He w a s bo rn at L e a f R ive r , III., N o v . 22. 
1S84 and w a s educated in C h i c a g o publ ic 
schools. In 1907 he m a r r i e d K a t h r y n F l y n n 
who , w i t h their daugh te r , hnd t w o sisters, 
su rv i ve s him. 

Ice ly first b e c a m e ac t i ve in the spo r t s 
g o o d s bus iness w i th the Spa l d ing o r g a n i z a -
tion. H e came f r o m w o r k on the wes t coast 
to f o r m the W i l s o n c o m p a n y as a phase of 
T h o m a s E, W i l s o n ' s opera t ions and de -
ve loped that c o m p a n y Into m a j o r s t and ing 
In the Industry. Ice ly w a s a t r emendous 
w o r k e r and kept in close touch w i th ail 
internal e l ements or the v^ilson business 
th rough a s teady p r o g r a m of expans ion as 
we l l as g i v ing g e n e r o u s l y of his time, e f for t 
a n d ab i l i ty to the p romot ion of sports a n d 
the g r o w t h a n d stab i l i zat ion of the sports 
goods industry. H e w a s a l ead ing f a c to r in 
the o r gan i za t i on of the A th l e t i c Inst i tute 
and the N a t i o n a l Go l f Founda t i on and du r -
ing W o r l d W a r I I w o r k e d w i se ly a n d di l i -
g en t l y In coo rd ina t ing spo r t s " activit ies 
w i t h the w a r e f fort . 

In so m a n y act iv it ies he sacr i f iced his 
persona l convenience a n d c o m f o r t to con-
t r i bute to the g ene r a l a d v a n c e m e n t of the 
indust ry in wh i ch he w a s engaged . In a 
keenly compet i t ive field he re jo iced In the 
we l l mer i ted respect a n d admi ra t i on of 
men w h o w e r e bus iness r iva ls but com-
pan ions in the c o m m o n cause of p r o m o t i n g 
the nat ional pursui t of happiness . 

M o r e than a n y other one m a n Ice ly w a s 
respons ib le f o r the deve l opment of young 
men and w o m e n in h i gh l y success fu l 
c a r ee r s in p ro fess iona l athletics. Go l f , in 
par t icu la r , s a w Ice ly as a k ind ly and help-
fu l counse l lor to G e n e S a r a z e n , P a t t y Be rg , 
S a m S n e a d and dozens of o the r youngs t e r s 
w h o g r e w into f a m e and f o r tune as his 
proteges . Pe rsona l ly , a n d in his of f icia l 
capac i ty , he w a s a t rue f r i end of p ro f e s -
s ional arid a m a t e u r go l f . In numerous crit i -
cal spots his j u d g m e n t and cash helped 
p ro go l f e r s . 

H e had magn i f i cent poise a n d h u m o r that 
eased m a n y a tense s i tuat ion. H e never 
missed a chance to help. H e got out of a 
hospital last N o v e m b e r to a t tend the P G A 
nat iona l convention at Southern P ines and 
never let it be k n o w n that he w a s a sick 
man until he h a d to be flown b a c k to Chi -
c a g o f o r t rea tment . 

Lawrence Giain* Icely 

L . B . Ice ly p r o b a b l y wou ld h a v e been 
a r o u n d n o w if he hadn ' t w o r k e d so ha rd 
f o r all of us in his l i f e - long c a m p a i g n of 
p r each ing the gospe l of spoi l s as a counter -
b a l a n c e fo r the s t ra ins of h i gh -p r e s su re 
A m e r i c a n life. B u t he liked that s t r enuous 
p r o g r a m and g lor i f ied in bui ld ing u p a b i g 
bus iness f r o m a tennis s t r i n g s t a r t So he 
l ived e ve ry minute of a c r o w d e d l i fe of 
ach ievement . 

Wal ter Ring Dies in New Rochelle 
W a l t e r R ing , w ide l y k n o w n f o r his sa l es 

w o r k in go l f , died A u g , 19 of a h e m m o r -
hage . a f t e r a day ' s conf inement in a N e w 
Rochel le , N .Y , , hospital . R i n g had a t tend -
ed the T a m O ' S h a n t e r t ou rnament s at Ch i -
c a g o a s a representat ive of F r e d C o r c o r a n , 
a r r a n g i n g detai ls of the W o m e n ' s P G A 
t ou rnament p r o g r a m and b e c o m i n g ill h a d 
flown to his home In N e w Rochel le . H e had 
su f f e red f r o m a s tomach trouble f o r s ome 
yea r s . 

R ing , a nat ive of Boston, b e c a m e a s t a r 
s a l e s m a n of spo r t s goods wh i l e se l l ing 
ro l l e r skates . H e then sw i tched to g o l f and 
w a s w i t h the L . A Y o u n g Go l f Co . w h e n 
the W a l t e r H a g e n line w a s be ing e s t a b -
l ished and later w a s w i t h the Go ld smi th 
o rgan iza t ion , then w i t h Dunlop , D u r i n g 
the w a r he w a s in g o v e r n m e n t w o r k a t 
W a s h i n g t o n a n d a f t e r the w a r hand led 
l ines of sports g o o d s pr ior to his e n g a g e -
ment b y C o r c o r a n f o r t ou rnament p r o m o -
tion w o r k . 

H e is su rv i ved by his w i d o w , a d a u g h t e r 
and a son. B u r i a r w a s a t Bos ton . 

W a l t e r R i n g w a s a be loved c h a r a c t e r of 
w h o m cheer fu l ta les wi l l be told in go l f 
bus iness f o r m a n y y e a r s to c o m e a n d w h o s e 
pa s s ing is s h a r p l y l amented by the thou-
sands f o r t u n a t e enough to h a v e k n o w n h im. 


