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View of clubhouie at Gu tda l i j a ra Country Club a i teen from the 18th green. Excellent facility it 
under able management of Chorlei C, Smith and Sr. Raul Urrea who hat been pfel ident l ince 

1939 when club began ambitroui program. 

Mexican Golf Club and Spirit 
Arouse American Admiration 

When the Guada la ja ra CC holds its an-
nual i n v i t a t i o n tournament, the 12th 
through the 15th of October this year , the 
Amer i cans who are fo r tunate enough to 
at tend the event a t this fine and hos-
pitable Mexican club wil l return home, as 
other v is i tors have, to sing the praises of 
the Mexican cousins as f o lks who know 
how to put on a memorab le go l f par ty . 
P a r t of the know-how In mak ing the gol f 
establ ishment one that w i l l ra te ahjng 
w i th excel lent establ ishments north of the 
border is due to a transplanted Amer i can , 
Charles C, Smith, the club's genera l man-
ager . 

But Smith wi l l side-step the applause 
and award the credi t to Sr. Raul Urrea , 
the club president t o whom the Guadala-
j a ra club owes i ts fine go l f faci l i t ies, en-
thusiasm and high standing among coun-
t r y clubs on both sides of the border. Sr. 
U r r e a w a s president in 1939 when the 
club began its ambit ious p rog ram of gol f 
expansion, and he's sti l l president. He had 
the vision and g a v e generously of his 
t ime, money, ene r g y and brains to build 
the vision into a real i ty . That uninform-
ed idea some of us Amer i cans have about 
Mex ico be ing the land of the siesta is a 
million miles f r o m the fac t when we sec 

Ur rea or other typical Mexican business-
men operate. 

A t the s tar t the Guada la ja ra CC was 
a tennis club, as were other of the older 
country clubs in the Republic. About 40 
years ago a f e w members had a f a i r w a y 
and a sand green built and f r om that 
beg inning g o l f in Guada la ja ra g rew . 
L a t e r a ff-hole course w a s built near 
wha t ' s now the a irport . I t s design was 
ve ry casual and Its greens w e r e sand. 

Then Senor Raul started the golf de-
ve lopment which is represented in the 
present plant. T h e club acquired 170 
ac rc3 through which a r iver wandered 
and w ide and deep barrancas presented 
possibil it ies of magni f icent , test ing haz-
ards. John Bredemus w h o designed and 
constructed many fine courses In Texas 
was brought to Guada la ja ra to design and 
supervise construction of 18 f o r the club 
and he did a g rand job. 

The first 9 was put in p lay October, 
1942 when the amateur invi tat ion tourna-
ment was inaugurated. The clubhouse, an 
Olympic-si/^ sw imming pool and tennis 
courts were opened then. 

B y 1947 the gol f ac t i v i t y was so g rea t 
Char ley Smith was brought to Mex ico to 
build the second 9 according to the Bre-



demus plan. The entire IS was put into 
play in October, 1948. 

The club has 485 members of whom 
220 are act ive gol fers. The initiation fee 
U 1000 pesos or approximate ly 511f> at 
present rate of exchange. The go l f ing 
members pay the equivalent of about 57 
a month. The course has been developed 
so the turf condition Is first class. Urrea 
and Smith say that 's due, to a great ex-
tent, to the help received from O. J. Noer 
who spent some t ime down there. Fair-
ways, tees and greens arc Bermuda, and 
the strain on the greens, together with 
the maintenance practices that have been 
worked out, provide Home of the finest 
Bermuda greens you'll ever putt on, say 
widely travel led Amer ican amateurs. 

The card reads: 3280. par 36, out. and 
3285, par 36 i n - 6565-72. 

Ve ry interesting use has been made of 
the natural hazards. The 375 yd. tenth 
is surrounded by deep arroyas. The tenth 
is known as Lengua del Diablo, or Tongue 
of the Devi l . Conversation a f ter clumsy 
at tempts to recover f rom those traps fits 
the title. 

The club is for tunate in having an 
ample wate r supply f r om nearby springs. 
Al though the property is rather welt 
wooded considerable tree p l a n t i n g for 
landscaping and gol f architectural pur-
poses has been done In recent years. More 
than 10,000 trees have been planted In the 
past three years. The club is located in 
a fine suburban residential section, among 
the fine homes In the vicinity being that 
of Sr. Urrea . 

Many Amer ican greenkeepers wil l envy 
the Guadala jara maintenance staff Its 

equipment, shop and storage building In 
It the club's machinery is stored and kept 
in top condition Course supplies also are 
stored in the building. T om Mascaro. who 
was a recent Amer ican visitor to the club, 
reports that the course equipment and 
supply structure, its contents and its use 
in course management, wil l open the eyes 
of any Americans who bel ieve that be-
cause Mexican course labor wages are 
much lower than ours, a well-run Mexican 
club is towering its standards of ma-
chinery opera tion. 

The modern clubhouse provides splen-
did and complete faci l i t ies and every in-
ducement for really en joy ing social l i fe. 

In addition to the go l f , tennis and 
swimming, the club is putting in a place 
where horsemen can put their jumpers 
through their training and competi t ive 
performances. The club claims, among its 
members some of the world 's finest horse-
men. They ' l l put on a show for the tour-
nament guests this year. 

This year 's Guadala jara invitation wil l 
have six flights for men. f rom the cham-
pionship fl ights down to the 26-handi-
cappers; and four flights for women. Visi-
tors are asked to bring handicap cards 
f rom their Mexican or American home 
clubs. 

As anyone who has attended the Guada-
la jara invitation will attest, these people 
can g i v e many of our clubs lessons in how-
to put on del ight ful parties. The tourna-
ment is preceded by a dance. There is a 
Noche Mcxicana and a Noehe Tapatio, 
with the ladies of the club in fiesta cos-
tumes, a formal ball, and a dance and 
other ga ie ty the night the prizes are pre-
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Looking down fairway of the famous No. 5 hole of thn Guadalajara course originally designed by 
John Bredemui. Final nine wai completed according to the Bredemus plan and opened foi play 

by manager Charles Smith in late 1948. 



sen ted. The Guada la ja ra members have 
a g r ea t g i f t or easy graciousness that has 
made Invitat ions to their a f fa i rs treasured 
by those who know how to en joy l i f e 
among genial and cultured companions. 

Mex i co is g row ing rapidly as a s t rong 
magne t f o r the winter g o l f e r who wants 
to ge t gol f in another land in a long w i th 
his cold wea the r g o l f i n g sojourns in the 
southern part o f the U.S. I t 's also wel l 
on its w a y to becoming a definite f a c t o r 
in the market f o r Amer i c an gol f goods 

Manager Charley Smith, the man who i i helping 
mate a golf plant "South of the Border" that will 

rate with eieellent facil it ies in U. S, 

and In a f e w years probably the t rade 
conditions wil l be such that orders f o r 
Amer i can goods wi l l mean as much In the 
pursuit of happiness on both sides of the 
R i o Grande as the Mexican adaptat ion of 
the Amer ican country club idea has 
meant at Guada la jara 

N. Y. Conn. Stage Field 
Day a t Rye, N. Y. 

By BILL ( E N & C Y H I L O 

A t the N e w York-Connect i cut Tur f Im-
provement Assn's. most successful meet-
ing, 220 turf men spent an a f ternoon at 
the W i l l o w s CC, Rye . N . Y , v iewing gol f 
course equipment in act ion. Mat thew 
Sranlen, president o f the club and LouiB 
Santucci, supt,. opened the club and ail 
of its faci l i t ies to those attending. They 
al lowed the exhibi tors to demonstrate 
four d i f ferent aer i f i cat ion machines on 
their pract ice green. 

The A . D. Petersen Co., demonstrated 
the Wes t Po int L a w n Product ' s " A e r l f i c r " . 
Aust in and Barret t Co., demonstrated the 
Ferguson " N i g h t C r a w l e r " . The Sollatrc 
Industries ' "So i la t re " was demonstrated 
by the Golf and L a w n Supply Corp and 
the T o r o Equipment Co, demonstrated the 
Thompson " T e r f e r a t o r " . M a n y of the fe l -
lows have seen all these machines on ex-
hibit in this area but have not seen all of 
them work ing side by side. 

A m o n g the other exhibi tors w a s the 
John Melady Co. showing var ious golf 
accessories, ball washers, m o w e r parts, 
etc. P iekarsk i Bros, showed the ir 55% 
organic f e r t i l i ze r and the S tumpp and 
Wa l t e r Co. had f lame guns, seeders, spike 
discs and other gear . 

N . V, S ta t e Co l lege of Ag r i cu l tu re had 
a large series of crabgrass contro l plots 
as set up by Gene Nutter , Research As-
sistant, and Bi l l Bengeyf le ld , Asst . County-
Agr icul tura l Agent . Some of the new 
mater ia ls such as potassium cyan ate, 
P M A in the soluble powder f o rm , Scutl 
and several products some not ye t on the 
market had been applied. The old stand-
bys, Mi larseni te and arsenicals In other 
f o rms w e r e also used. 

A l l of the arrangements , organizat ion 
and planning f o r the day were in the ca-
pable hands o f D o u g Rankin and Char les 
Sawtel le . T h e y did an excel lent job as 
shown b y the smoothness of the ent ire 
day. 

W h e n a f t e rnoon act iv i t ies w e r e over, 
140 members and guests sat down to a 

Gene Nutter of N.Y. State College of Agrt . di»-
cu i te i turf plot t at N.Y.-Conn, meeting. 

fine d i n n e r at the club Pres. A R, 
T w o m b l y presided and Introduced the no-
tables present. Dr. J Schreari, Conn. 
Exper imenta l Stat ion, Chas Wi lson of 
U S G A Green Sect ion and Ralph Eng l e of 
Rutgers Un ivers i t y were a m o n g the visit-
ing experts. T h e meet ing was then turned 
over to W a r r e n La fk tn who introduced the 
main speakers. Dr. John Cornman and 
Gene Nutter , both of the N . Y . S ta t e Col-
lege of Agr icu l ture . Nut t e r has done e x -
tensive c rabgrass control w o r k f o r the 
past two years and his talk rev i ewed this 
work . 
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