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Unique sign a t o p clubhouse at Crenshaw Park Fairways in Los Angeles in its s imp l i c i t y is an inv i t ing 
beacon t o a rden t gol fers who want to avoid c rowded fairways on courses in the Los Angeles area. 

N o t * a l to pleasing feature of landscap ing around clubhouse entrance. 

Casey, Famed Showman, Gets 
into Golf Business 

4 
Pat Casey , w ide ly known veteran of 

show business, has gone into golf , P a t had 
pract ica l ly retired, solidly solvent, f r om 
show business, and w a s ge t t ing ad justed 
to shiver ing in Ca l i f o rn ia ' s unusual winter 
sunshine and listening to the Ho l lywood 
magna te s moan and bel lyache The canny 
Casey looked over the golf activity In the 
Ixis A n g e l e s area , s a w the courses c rowd -
ed and the r anges doing business, 

Pat , like a lot of other smar t elders 
s aw and heard of thousands of younger 
people in the Los Ange les a rea who 
wanted to p l ay gol f but couldn't a f fo rd 
be long ing to p r iva te clubs where the costs 
w e r e steep and didn't w a n t to spend time 
wa i t ing to g e t on fee courses dur ing 
week -ends w h e n they didn't have to work 
He investigated fu r the r and learned f r om 
experienced ope ra to r s of golf r anges that 
20r? of the patrons of some r anges never 
had played on gol f courses. 

Caaey s a w another e lement of b r i ght 
promise in the gol f bus iness ; the g r o w t h 
of ret irement plans. Golf is the g a m e that 
can be enjoyed keenly and played quite 
well by men and w o m e n w h o are retired 
f r om their jobs at the cus tomary pension 
plan ret irement a g e of 65. H e f igured that 
hundreds of thousands of still l ively men 
past 65 wou ld have some money fo r ' r ec re -
ation and wou ldn ' t know w h a t to do with 
this money and their time. Some of them 
wou ld s tay home and dr ive their w ives 
nutty. Others wou ld g o to the neighbor -
hood saloon and drive themselves nutty. 
T o u g h that they all couldn ' t g o to go'lf 
courses, miss a f e w short putts and g o 
nutty themselves where they wouldn ' t be 
nuisances to themselves o r others. 

So, be ing pleased wi th the potential 
gol f market a m o n g the y o u n g and old, 
C a s e y looked around f o r a w a y to get in 
and g ive himself a cha l leng ing job that 



g w o u l d re l ieve h imse l f f r o m the bo r edom 
of r e t i r ement . H e d idn ' t k n o w too m u c h 
about go l f b u t he k n e w p l en ty a b o u t 
s h o w bus iness a n d k n e w tne re w a s more 
m o n e y in se l l ing cheape r seats than in 
pedd l ing b o x e s in ope r a ' s D i a m o n d H o r s e -
shoe. 

C a s e y l ea rned a b o u t the a d a p t a t i o n of a 
go l f g a m e to r a n g e a r e a tha t M i l ton B . 
R e a c h had invented a n d Instal led in a suc -
cess fu l test l ayou t a t Spr ing f ie ld , M a s s . 
W h a t C a s e y d idn ' t k n o w a b o u t go l f . M i l -
ton R e a c h did. A n d w h a t Mi l ton does 
k n o w a b o u t s h o w bus iness P a t does. T h e y 
t e a m e d t oge the r in g o o d s h a p e f o r a deal . 

T h e outcome w a s that P a t has invested 
$75,000 in an insta l la t ion of the R e a c h 
pa tented g a m e on 11 acrSs a t 39th a n d 
C r e n s h a w in the H o l l y w o o d a r ea . P a t 
so ld h imse l f on the g a m e w h i l e p l ay ing it 
on the Sp r ing f i e l d initial j o b . T h e H o l l y -
w o o d ins ta l l a t ion is d o i n g bus iness tha t 
con f i rms C a s e y ' s j u d g m e n t . 

G O L F D O M h a s c a r r i ed a br ie f out l ine 
of the R e a c h g a m e . T o g i v e men in the 
gol f bus iness h o w C a s e y ' s pub l i c i ty de-
p a r t m e n t g o e s a b o u t educa t i ng the "pros -
pects to it, he re a r e s ome p a r a g r a p h s 
f r o m the i r p r omot i on m a t e r i a l : 

How It's Played 
" I t is r o t go l f f o r c u b s c o u t s — a l t h o u g h 

it is idea l f o r t e ach ing go l f to b e g i n n e r s 
of a n y age . I t is not go l f f o r the l azy . 
C r o s s - c o u n t r y h ik ing is e l iminated , but 
e ve ry p l a ye r uses e v e r y c l ub In the b a g . 
w i t h no t w o holes a t the s a m e distance . 

" H o w does it w o r k ? F i r s t y o u proceed 
to T e e N u m b e r 3 a n d d r i v e out onto the 

Q a i r w a y . T h r e e cour ses a r e laid out f o r 
y o u r d r i v e : 100. 150 a n d 200 y a r d s re -

t , spect ive ly . I f y o u a r e p l a y i n g w i t h y o u r 
g g i r l you c an g i v e her a h a n d i c a p a n d 



£; n e v e r l eave her side. N o w , in d r i v ing , 
= na tura l l y , y o u m u s t r e ach the m a r k e r on 
• the cou r s e you h a v e e lected to p lay . I f 
g you a r e short , y o u a r e pena l i zed one 
§ s t roke . L i k e w i s e if y o u d r i v e out of 

hounds . 
" Y o u n e v e r see tha t ba l l a g a i n - and, 

a n y w a y , w h y be a r e t r i e v e r ? T h e house 
f u rn i she s the balls, a n d a l so al l the c lubs 
y o u need, wh i ch a r e s t acked f o r men a n d 
w o m e n , at e v e r y tee. Y o u n e v e r pu t y o u r 
foot on the f a i r w a y . A r e you a b e g i n n e r ? 
T h e r e Is no impat i en t p a r t y beh ind you, 
g e t t i n g on y o u r nerves and u r g i n g y o u to 
h i t It or sel l it. O r if y o u a r e an expe r t , 
you don 't h a v e to w a i t al l d a y f o r the d u b 
ahead . Y o u never ho l l e r ' F o r e ! ' A h u n -
d r ed peop le can g o t h r o u g h the course In 
an hour . 

" N o w y o u h a v e g o t to reach the g reen . 
Y o u do this b y p roceed ing to the second 
t e e — b u t instead of d r i v i n g f o r the g r e e n 
y o u de l i be ra te ly t ry to g e t it in the pool 
of wa t e r . T h e r e a r e three of these a t cor -
r e spond ing lengths , a c c o r d i n g to the 
course y o u h a v e decided to p lay . A n d y o u 
wil l b e su rp r i sed h o w di f f icu l t it is to hit 
the w a t e r h a z a r d W h e n you ' r e t r y i n g t o ! 
W h e n it sp lashes , h o w e v e r , that is the 
s a m e a s r each ing the g r e en . Y o u turn 
a r o u n d — a n d there, beh ind you, is the 
neatest g r een you h a v e ever seen, w i t h 
hole a n d m a r k e r s . P a r of this hole Is 
f ou r . B u t s u p p o s e y o u d idn ' t hit the w a t e r 
on y o u r second shot. T h e r e is no pena l t y 
f o r this. Y o u s imp ly p lace you r ba l l be -
tween the m a r k e r s off the g reen , ch ip to 
the g r een and putt out. R e p e a t f o r nine 
holes. S even holes requ i res w o o d shots, 
and t w o - t h a t la, N u m b e r 3 a n d N u m b e r 
ft short irons, a s in an i ron shot to a 
short g r een N i n e fu l l - s i zed g r e e n s — o p e n 
all d a y a n d ha l f the night . 

" A s w e h a v e indicated, couples a n d 

f o u r s o m e s a r e never s epa ra t ed , and the 
on ly expense , in this g o o d Scott ish g a m e , 
is one do l l a r per person. T h a t ia the g r een 
fee, but inc ludes e v e r y t h i n g — t e e s , score 
cards , pencils , e r a s e r s if y o u w a n t ' em 
wh i ch a r e f u r n i s h e d b y P a t C a s e y a n d his 
gen i a l assoc iate , A . H. M c C a u s l a n d . T h e 
' c lub ' even has a pro, and they a r e w o r k -
ing out a sy s t em to g i ve inst ruct ions to 
c lasses, in o rde r to cut d o w n the cost of 
g o l f . " 

Ca sey , an enthus iast ic g o l f e r h imsel f , 
be l ieves 25,000,000 can b e b r o u g h t Into the 
g a m e v i a this Reach Invention and they ' l l 
const i tute an e a g e r and p o w e r f u l p r e s s u r e 
g r o u p f o r m o r e publ ic courses . 

A b o v e photos show fea tu res o f Casey 's c o m p a c t 
c o u r t * at p lay progresses. A t r i g h t i t c l o t e - u p 
o f on* o f t h * t e a t f r o m wh ich second shot is to 

be p layed . 


