
There's Pro Profit In 
Good Assistants 

By J O H N M. BRENNAN 

Spencer M u r p h y , pro at Glen O a k s GC, 
G rea t Neck , L.I. , had just s igned Jay He-
bert. one of the m a n y promising Southern -
ers p l ay ing the w inte r circuit, and his 
f r iendly r ival at nearby Fresh M e a d o w CC, 
f o rmer ly Lakevi l le , A l Ciucl, w a s lauding 
Murphy ' s action, 

" H e b e r t is an up -and -coming kid and 
wil l be an asset to the pro staff at Glen 
Oaks , " declared d u e l , the L I P G A president 
and M P G A tournament cha i rman fo r the 
past decade. " W h a t golf needs most, in my 
opinion la m o r e young blood in the p ro 
ranks. O lder professionals , instead of 
wo r ry ing too much about their own secur-
ity should take on one or two younger 
fe l lows, teach them the g a m e and help them 
to m a k e good In the tournament wo r l d . " 

Mutphy , w h o s igned Hebert , a 25-year-
old Bayou F r e n c h m a n f r o m Louis iana, to 
augment his a l r eady impressive teaching 
and p lay ing staf f a t s w a n k Glen Oaks , is 
high on the potentials of the f o rmer Mar ine 
captain, " W e needed another young pro 
and I picked Hebe r t a s the f e l l ow wi th the 
most promise , " sugges ted Murphy . " M y 
staff of teachers includes Pe te Burke, 
b rother of Bill, the f o rmer national open 
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champion; Eddie ( " S e n a t o r " ) Murphy , my 
brother , and W h i t e y Open, W i t h 500 
active members , w e can use them all, with 
Jay and Pete wea r ing the Glen O a k s tag in 
the tournaments . " 

Get t ing back to Cluci, w h o w a s one of the 
first pros to sing the praises of Hebert, 
then an assistant to L e w W o r s h a m at Oak-
mont ( P a . i CC, several years ago, A l In-
sists that the head p ro a t a c lub must l ake 
into consideration the f ac t that gol f is a 
business. Just like a depar tment store. 

"Just observe the operat ion of any de-
pa r tment store, " said Ciucl, " and the one 
with the most number of sa les people Is 
the one that Is most l ikely doing the most 
business. That ' s logical. In my opinion, it 
is good business fo r the pro a n d club to 
keep a s b i g a pro staff a s can be af forded 
and kept busy. I started wi th Sarazen 
when Gene showed promise up in B r i dge -
port. Conn, Wh i l e at old F r e sh M e a d o w in 
Flushing, 1 took on Leon Pett i g r e w when 
he c a m e east f rom Indiana, whe re he won 
the amateu r title and looked like a comer. 
K ight n o w I ca r ry three ass istants and do 
a lot of the teaching myse l f . " 

Encouragement Pays Off 
Ciucl pointed out that in the N e w Yo rk 

Metropol i tan district, the more successful 
pros have been the ones w h o have encour-
a ged the younge r fe l lowa In their shops. 
The first name mentioned, of course, w a s 
C r a i g Wood , long pro at Deal , N.J., C C and 
later associated with W i n g e d Foot G C at 
Mamaroneck , N . Y , 

" L i k e the late A t Smith, wh#se g r e a t 
political accompl ishments w e r e realized 
through his abi l ity to choose the r ight as -
sistants, C r a i g added to his f a m e by intro-
ducing the r ight fe l lows In his pro shops , " 
asserted Ciucl. " I t ' s the same with his 
W i n g e d Foot successor, C laude Ha rmon , 
w h o w a s encouraged by W o o d ; Jack B u r k e 
at Metropol is , a product of the H a r m o n 
school and the veteran G e o r g e Jacobus a t 
I t idgewood ( N . J . ) CC , w h e r e he turned out 
By ron Ne l son as a splendid example. These 
fe l lows are smar t to encourage our youth. 
They help themselves financially and at the 
same t ime are helping go l f , genera l ly . " 

Wood , whose go l f ing exploits helped etch 
records fo r two decades, a l w a y s advocated 
the policy that young talent should be en-
couraged . C r a i g Insisted on top-f ight as -



sistants, s tar t ing at Deal, where he took 
on Dick Metz. W h e n he moved over to 
Forest Hil ls Field C lub in Bloomfield, N.J., 
the B lond B o m b e r s igned P a u l Runyan, 
later to become one of the nation's g rea t s 
in spite of an unorthodox swing. 

W i n g e d Foot , Stars ' C rad l e 
Cra ig , when he moved across the Hud-

son to W i n g e d Foot , w i th its more than 750 
members , added Ha rmon , then, a virtual 
unknown but tremendously popular and 
promis ing lad, to his staff. ' Chick Rutan, 
R a y Hill. J i m m y M c H a l e . Shel ly Mayfield, 
and Jack Burke , son of the g rea t Jack of 
yesteryear , also served as W i n g e d Foot 
p l ay ing and teaching assistants. 

W o o d o f ten used to tell the members at 
W i n g e d Foot , b e f o r e he retired to be suc-
ceeded by Ha rmon , that he wouldn ' t con-
sider employ ing an assistant w h o couldn't 
" t ake h i m " out on the course. T h a t also 
w a s the credo of the veteran Bill Green, 
retired Rumson pro and a pal of Wood ' s for 
m a n y yea r s in N e w Jersey. That ' s the w a y 
V ic Ghezzi got his start by beat ing 
Green one day. 

Burke, a p ro tege of H a n n o n at W i n g e d 
Foot, took over at Metropol is G C in Wh i t e 
Pla ins, whe re R u n y a n worked fo r so many 
years . Bu rke , like W o o d and Harmon, feels 
that promising ass istants prove a boon in 
the pro shop. 

Ano the r one of the W i n g e d Foo t g r a d u -
ates. Shel ly Mayf ie ld , Texan of consider-
able promise, has been signed as top pro 
at the R o c k a w a v Hunt C lub at Cedarhui 'st, 
L I , whe re Jack W e s t retired a f t e r serv-
ing 35 years . 

B u r k e announced on the winter tour f r om 
St, Pe te rsburg , Fla. . a f t e r w inn ing the 
Open there, that B o b b y Watson , another 
lad f r om the Lone S ta r state and Stan 
Dudas, have been signed to become his 
associates at Metropol is . 

In the meantime, Buck Luce, w h o has 
been a M a n F r i day to Ha rmon at W i n g e d 
Foot, and later w o r k e d with B u r k e at 
Metropolis, ha s landed a lucrative Job as 
head pro a t Pel ham CC , a spot once 
filled by L o n g Jim Barnes . 

Ciuci contrasted the financial setup at 
such places a t Glen Oaks , his own Fresh 
Meadow , Metropol is . W i n g e d Foot and 
Ridge wood w i th some of the other clubs of 
the district whe re pros function on a more 
conservat ive basis. 

" The a ve r age gol f club member looks to 
the gol f pro fo r inspiration and advice , " 
reasoned Ciuci. " I f the member reads that 
Joe So - and -So w ins a tournament, he r ight-
fu l ly reasons the f e l l ow must know some-
th ing about the sport. H e seeks out the 
fe l lows f o r advice and is quite satisfied if 
the fe l low can help him improve his own 
game . It 's like life genera l ly , w e all look 
up to some idol. In gol f a p layer w i th 

talent can cash In by mak ing members , 
w h o are eage r and wil l ing, pay fo r advice. 
It all ge ts down to the fundamenta l pr in-
ciples of running a retail store. If one has 
the r ight product, the customer who w a n t s 
it is wilting to pay and good pro manage -
ment sees that the product is presented." 

Acco rd ing to Ciuci, w h o knows the 
answe r s in a gol f ing sense, a master pro fes -
sional should be eage r to br ing Into his 
employ a young player show ing talent. He 
should encourage the boy, f o r the sake of 
golf and his owm sake. T h e members wil l 
respect him more fo r the move. 

it is short -s ighted on the par t of any 
pro to t ry to handle w h a t e v e r teaching 
business there Is a t a gol f club, especially 
any of the b i gge r ones, when smar t pro 
management can build more Interest and 
his own profits w i th a b i g g e r live stal l . 
The ma jo r i t y of p rogress ive pros feel a s 
Ciuci does, that pro gol f needs more young 
blood and the only w a y to b r ing It into the 
business is via the pro shop a s assistants. 

Spencer Murphy , p robab ly the outstand-
ing pro of tile country w h e n It comes to 
mov ing merchandise, bel ieves that by pro-
fessionals ca r ry ing several promising 
y o u n g pros as teachers and players they 
nrc mak ing mat te rs easier f o r the U S G A . 

" I t ' s only f a i r to the kids to help them 
a long , " said Murphy , " E v e r y b o d y needs a 
lift In business and wha t is gol f if not b ig 
business? W e know there are hundreds of 
amateu r go l fe rs parad ing , or masquerad -
ing as s imon-pures w h o wou ld be better 
off If they were to take j ob s a s assistant 
pros. The U S G A apparent ly feels a long the 
same line, for they have been threatening 
f o r y ea r s to crack down on so-cal led semi -
pros in the game. If the pros, the o lder 
ones I mean, wan t to do golf a g rea t serv -
ice, let them absorb Lhese border - l ine ' ama -
teurs ' w h o should be assistant pros in the 
first place. Teach them the business and 
direct them so they wil l add to the service 
and earn ings of a department that ts the 
head pro's heavy responsibi l i ty." 

Five Bids for 1951 Jaycee 
National Junior Tourney 

Bids f o r the 1951 Na t i ona l Junior C h a m -
pionship of the U .S . Junior C h a m b e r of 
C o m m e r c e have been received f r om OJal, 
Cal i f . ; Cora l Gables, F la . ; G r e a t Fal ls . 
Mont , ; D u r h a m , N .C . . and V i rg in ia Beach, 
Va . E a c h of the organizat ions has g iven 
evidence of hav ing facilities, finances and 
abi l i ty to s tage this championship which 
has the largest entry list of any golf 
championship in the wor ld . 

Peddlers' Set July 31 
Golf Peddlers ' annual tournament fo r 

the Bi l l Hoyt memoria l t rophy wil l be 
p layed a t E lyr ia (O . ) CC , July 3. A rno ld 
Mlnk ley of Acushnet will de fend his title. 


