
Mater ia l for the Pro's 
Public Speaking 

By REX McMORRIS 

R a d i o p o g r a m s , lunch a n d d inner s p e a k -
ing e n g a g e m e n t s , television s h o w s a n d 
other pub l ic s p e a k i n g of the p r o n o w are 
b e c o m i n g a f a i r l y impor tant par t of his 
persona l se l l ing j ob . 

I f the p ro hasn ' t a r ad i o or television 
p r o g r a m of his o w n he is f a i r l y certa in 
to figure as a g u e s t on s ome p r o g r a m and 
c an m a k e that an oppor tun i ty to i dent i f y 
h imse l f w i d e l y a s a lively, Interest ing 
cha r ac t e r w h o k n o w s his bus iness a n d 
w h o is a g u a r a n t o r of go l f en joyment , 
These p resenta t ions to the publ ic b e y o n d 
the boundar i e s of his c lub are adve r t i s ing 
opportuni t ies f o r the pro. T h e y deve lop 
reputat ion and se l f -conf idence in a w a y 
tha t is ref lected a t the club. 

A p ro is not expected to be an ac to r or 
an orator . T h e g a y gen ius of T o m m y 
A r m o u r . S a r a z e n ' s g i f t of exc i t ing locker -
room cont rove r sy and the talent Snead 
has deve loped in b e c o m i n g a go l f i ng ve r -
sion of W i l l R o g e r s a r e rather except iona l 
p e r f o r m a n c e s . B u t b y be ing himsel f and 
s imp ly h a n d l i n g h imse l f as he w o u l d In 
k e e p i n g a sma l l g r o u p in the Jocker - room 
interested, the p r o wi l l do al l r i ght on the 
a i r or at a lunch or d inner ta lk. 

G O L F D O M o f t en g e t s requests f r o m 
pros a n d c l ub of f ic ia ls f o r n ew go l f stor ies 
to use In ta lks . T h e r e a ren ' t a n y new go l f 
s tor ies ; on ly va r i a t i ons of a f e w bas i c 
ideas and p rac t i ca l l y al l of the ta lcs call 
f o r a knack of s t o r y tel l ing that mos t 
men haven ' t got . Y o u can sk ip the f u n n y 
stories. M o s t of t hem that are su i tab le f o r 
pub l ic p resenta t ion have been dul led b y 
y e a r s of use. 

B u t there a r e m a n y a m u s i n g Incidents 
that you ' ve obse rved a m o n g g o l f e r s • 
pros , ama teu r s , men a n d w o m e n - tha t f it 
into a n y ta lk to i l lust rate a point o r to 
r emind the l i s teners that they a r e kin to 
al l g o l f e r s In h a v i n g some unexpec ted 
h a p p e n i n g in the g a m e b r i n g l aughs . 

N a m e s M a k e N e w s 
In a pro ' s ta lk , as in a n e w s p a p e r , 

" n a m e s m a k e n e w s . " W h e n you run In 
s o m e comment o r s t o r y on a noted p ro o r 
a m a t e u r tha t t akes the l isteners beh ind 
the scenes of g o l f you a l w a y s interest 
those w h o a r e h e a r i n g you. 

A sure - f i re detai l f o r the p r o is to ta lk 
a b o u t points of v a r i ou s s t a r p l aye r s ' 
sty les , if y o u c an i l lust rate this w i th a 
c l ub du r i ng speeches or on te levis ion: so 
m u c h the better . E v e r y b o d y who ' s In y o u r 

aud ience w a n t s s ome t ip to he lp his o w n 
g a m e or to enab le h im to gos s ip w i t h 
s ome unders tand ing , a b o u t the w a y the 
s t a r s p lay . 

The five f u n d a m e n t a l s of f o r m that the 
P G A Instruct ion C o m m i t t e e recent ly pub -
licized m a k e excel lent ma te r i a l f o r a ta lk, 
or f o r a series of five r ad i o o r television 
shows . In p resent ing this mater ia l , r e f e r 
to s l ight va r i a t ions that s ome s ta r s use 
in the endorsed f u n d a m e n t a l s . O r . If you 
happen to k n o w h o w some s t a r a p p a r e n t -
ly doesn ' t adhere to one of the five points, 
tell h o w the p l aye r m a k e s the necessary 
a d j u s t m e n t . 

A n o t h e r f e a t u r e that a l w a y s Interests 
g o l f e r s Is a ta lk on c o m m o n e r r o r s and 
h o w to correct them. P a r t i c u l a r l y does 
the a v e r a g e g o l f e r w a n t to hea r expert 
c lose -ups on e r r o r s of Judgment the s t a r s 
have made at critical points. This , of 
course , has to be d ip lomat ica l l y handled 
w i t h r e f e r ence to a lmos t a n y b o d y be ing 
ab l e to second-guess . T h e v e r y interest -
ing p a r t of go l f Is in so m u c h of It be ing 
p l ayed be tween the g o l f e r ' s ears . T r y i n g 
to de te rmine w h a t a p l a y e r has been 
th ink ing a b o u t — i f a n y t h i n g - i s good 
exerc i se In research a n d d ramat i c s . 

Th i s sub j ec t of m i s t ake s b r ing s u p a 
ma t t e r on wh i ch not much has been sa id 
in p ro ta lks to the pub l ic : h o w to p l a y a 
course . H a r o l d S a m p s o n ' s ar t ic le in Ap r i l 
G O L F i n g on l o w e r i n g scores b y p l ay -
ing the s implest shots the condit ions per -
mit received su rp r i s ing l y l a r g e a n d f a v o r -
ab l e c omment f r o m the m a g a z i n e ' s 
r e ade r s and made plain tha t it 's a phase 
of go l f In wh ich a v e r a g e g o l f e r s need 
and w a n t more instruction. 

Blackboard Illustrations 
In p u t t i n g on a ta lk about this sub j ec t 

a b l a c k b o a r d is des i rab le so the p ro can 
sketch condit ions a n d be under s tood c lea r -
ly. T h e b l a c k b o a r d a l w a y s is ve ry he lp fu l 
w h e n the pro is m a k i n g a ta lk on the rules 
of go l f . T h e rules can be m a d e a h igh ly 
interes t ing and en te r t a in ing sub ject . The 
f a c t that the Br i t i sh O p e n champ ionsh ip 
w a s lost last yea r by m i sunde r s t and ing of 
the ru les s h o w s h o w m u c h d r a m a there Is 
in them T h e U .S . O p e n of 1028 in wh i ch 
R o l a n d H a n c o c k m i s p l a y c d a crit ical shot 
because he though t he w a s not a l l owed to 
sole his c lub on a sma l l m o u n d which a 
m o w e r h a d sca lped is ano the r e x a m p l e 
of cost ly m i sunde r s t and ing of the rules. 



MET PGA ELECTS INGLIS PREXY, 23rd TIME 
Johnny Ing l i i , Fairview C C , • '» ) e lec ted prat , o f the M e t r o p o l i t e n Section of the P S A for the 
23rd t ime et the tect ion 's 1950 ennuel meet ing at the Park Sheraton hotel . Johnny ' t superb judg-
ment , unself i ihneis and knowledge of every phase of go l f and go l f business, ere ra ted by hie team-
mates a i g iv ing them the best gu idance any g roup of pro* can ge t . W i t h Inglis were re-e lec ted: First 
vp AI Bro ich; Second v p Ben Roman; Treas. Ralph Leef, and Sec. Jeck Sabol. The Me t . l ec t i on 
has 221 members: 140 of whom ere Class A, The mee t ing endor ted the f ive points the P S A 
nat ional inst ruct ion commi t tee recent ly named at f ea tu re ! common t o most i t e rs ' p lay ing. 

References to situations at the pro's 
own course or other we l l - known local 
courses, also m a k e the talks on wise ly 
p l ay ing a course, o r a ta lk on the rules, 
helpful as we l l as interesting. 

In collecting interesting historic ma -
terial the pro m a y have to g o to the local 
l ib rary or m a y be able to get some in-
fo rmat ion by ge t t ing permission to visit 
a newspaper sports department l ib rary or 
" m o r g u e . " H o w e v e r the pro w h o Is doing 
much of this radio, television o r other 
speak ing wo rk , ought to have his own 
l i b ra ry or re ference works . 

The Uni ted S ta tes Golf Assn. <73 E, 
57th St., N Y C 22) record book of cham-
pionships and international matches and 
its y e a r hook p robab ly are a round the 
pro 's club, if it's a U S G A member . The 
P G A Tou rnament Record Book m a y be 
secured f r om the P G A . 134 N , LaSa l l e St., 
Ch i cago 2, f o r $1. The re hasn't been a 
1950 edition of the Golf Off icials Guide 
but the 1949 edition which m a y be bought 
f o r (1 f r o m A , S. Ba rnes & Co., 101 F i f th 
Ave. , N Y C 3, contains much va luable in-
format ion , Ba rnes also published F r a n k 
G. Menke ' s " N e w Encyclopedia of Sports 
wh ich contains considerable historical m a -
terial on go l f . Ba rne s ' new book, " M y 
Grea tes t D a y in Go l f , " edited by Dars ie 
L. Dars ie , has a g r e a t deal of c lose-up 
mater ia l f r om m a n y g rea t players. 

The Go l f e r s Handbook, published a t 50 
Annanda l e St., Ed inburgh , Scotland, a l -
though detaned on Br i t ish golf , has a 

g r e a t amount of historic and statistic in-
formation. 

The best book on Amer i c an golf history 
Is H. B Mart in ' s F i f t y Y e a r a of Amer i can 
Gol f . T h a t now Is out of print, as Is an -
other very Interesting Amer i c an book. 
Scot land 's G i f t — G o l f , by Char l es B. M a c -
donald. T h a t g rea t old Badminton L i b r a ry 
book on golf , also is out of print. Second 
hand book dealers, such a s Jack Level, 
42-05 Lay ton St.. E lmhurst , N .Y . , who 
specializes in golf books, m a y be able to 
secure copies of these out o f ' p r i n t books 
at reasonable prices. 

Snead "Shooting Par" 
On London Record 

"Shoot ing P a r Golf w i th S a m S n e a d " has 
been produced by F r a n k N icho l s f o r Lon -
don Records and Is ge t t ing b i g sale at 
record shops. S a m is interviewed by his 
assistant G a r r y N ixon and goes thru de-
tails of a lesson tee session wi th recitals 
of some tournament experiences a s a 
change of pace. 

It 's a good j ob in S a m ' s direct and simple 
hill-bil ly delivery. He puts a s t rong p lug 
Tor his f e l low pros into the record and the 
leaf let which accompanies it. He says, 
" I ' v e had go l f e r s come to me thinking they 
w e r e doing exactly as they 'd been told but 
they'd gone a s t r s y in fo l l ow ing instruc-
tions. E v e r y other professional has had 
the s a m e experience. There are times when 
w e in pro golf d iscover w e ourselves are 
not doing w h a t w e think w e ' r e doing wi th 
our stance, g r i p and s w i n g . " 


