
Twin Short Holes Feature 
Nassau County Course 

By J O H N M. BRENNAN 

A lmos t 23 yea r s to the day that slim 
Char les A u g u s t u s L indbe r gh l i fted hts 
monoplane, the Spir i t of St. Louis, f r om 
nea rby Roosevelt Field, iess than a good 
brassie shot a w a y , J. Russel Sprague , 
chief execut ive of s p r aw l i ng N a s s a u 
County, snipped a tape at the first tee to 
officially open the new W h i t e course of 
N a s s a u C o u n t y P a r k on the Sa l i sbury 
P la ins of L o n g Island. 

S p r a g u e conceived the Idea of this vast 
three-course park area on wha t used to 
be the links empire of the late J, J . 
Lannin . f o rmer owner of the Boston Red 
Sox when B a b e Ruth w a s a pitching and 
S lugg ing sensation. A s he cut the tape, 
Rober t T rent Jones, w ide ly known golf 
architect, smiled and w i th reason. 

Jones, to the best knowledge of golf 
oracles, had introduced an Innovation in 
bui lding the W h i t e course of 6.378 yards, 
d iagonal ly across f r o m the s w a n k M e a d o w 
Brook Club , w h e r e polo vies w i th golf . 

Nassau Ch ie f Eseeutive J . Russel Sprague cuts the 
tepe to mark open ing of new W h i t e course featur -
ing tw in par.3 hote l a t Salisbury, L.I, Looking on 
efe. lef t , Robe f t Trent Jones, a rch i tec t and Nassau 
Public Works Commissioner, John C . Gu iba r t . 

The unique f ea tu re of the W h i t e course is 
exact dupl icate short holes on all p a r 
threes. The purpose of these twin holes 
is to avoid congestion that occurs on 
short holes du r ing weekends and heavy 
week day play. 

"Th i s Innovation is quite apt to revo-
lutionize gol f course construction through -
out the wo r l d , " declared S p r a g u e as he 
cut the r ibbon fo r four L o n g Is land p r o s — 
P a t Cici Of the host club, Jack Mal lon of 
Cold Sp r ing s CC , Wi l l ie Klein of W h e a t -

ley Hil ls ( and L a Gorce. Fla., dur ing the 
w i n t e r ) and A1 ( R e d ) B rosch of Cher ry 
Va l l e y Club, the perennial district cham-
pion. A n eag le three a t the last hole by 
Ma l l on g a v e him and Klein a one-up 
victory. Mal lon set a record of 68. w i th 
a g l i t ter ing 32, f ou r under, on the back 
nine. The first nine pa r Is a lso 36. g i v ing 
the layout a 72-stroke rating. 

The colorful open ing -day ceremonies, 
held a t jus t about the spot where L ind-
b e r gh began ga in ing alt itude on M a y 20, 
1827, included a march to the first tee 
f r o m the temporary clubhouse to the 
Scottish marches of a b agp ipe p layed by 
John C. MacKenz ie of the SI A n d r e w s 
Society of N e w Y o r k . Pub l ic W o r k s C o m -
missioner John C. Guibert , w h o rules over 
the N a s s a u P a r k system. Introduced 
Sprague , Robert T rent Jones and others. 

T w i n Holes to Speed P l a y | 
Jones expressed the opinion that most 

municipal and publ ic links of the fu ture 
wil l incorporate the twin-ho le idea on the 
short holes to el iminate traf f ic congestion. 

" T h e r e wil l be no j a m m i n g of three and 
f o u r foursomes at the tee of the pa r 
three holes of this W h i t e course," said 
Jones. " B y hav ing exact dupl icate short 
holes, there is a l w a y s an open o r f ree 
hole to keep the flow of p l ay progress ing . 
and since these dupl icate holes are truly 
exac t copies of each other, there is no 
choice between the two . " 

W h i l e N a s s a u County Is the first to 
b r ing the double short holes Into play, the 
Idea a s a l og -b reak ing of the traf f ic j am 
on public courses has taken hold and is 
now- proposed fo r several municipal 
courses throughout the nation, a m o n g 1 
them being the new Mar ine P a r k course 
to be bui lt b y N e w Y o r k City near the 
Id lewi ld A i rpo r t on reclaimed ground; 
Co lumbus , Ohio, municipal course and the 
new municipal courses a t Denver , Colo. 

The W h i t e course g i ves the residents of 
N a s s a u County fnon-res idents a r e ba r r ed ) 
three courses, one of which Is temporary 
and wil l b e abandoned w h e n another, to ' 
be known as the Blue, is opened next 
au tumn. The tempora ry course now being 
used is the old N o . 1 of the Sa l i sbury lay-
out. The B lue layout wil l g r ea t l y resemble 
the Wh i te , w i th the double holes. The 
other course is the Red, which doesn't 
have the double holes on the par -threes . 



That means that when completed, Nassau 
Park, with its double holes will have 
actually holes, plus the eight double 
holes, or 62 in all. When Lannin operated 
the Salisbury tract in the pioneer days of 
golf on Long Island, he had Ave courses 
on the 950-acre layout. It was necessary 
to lease an additional 150 acres for the 
No. 5 course, 

Res idents D e m a n d F i n e Cour ses 
Nassau County, the fastest growing 

section from a standpoint of population in 
the country, has maintained its policy of 

building superior golf courses in a section 
thickly dotted with excellent private links. 
There are dozens of world-famous private 
links, including the Garden City GC. with-
in a five-mile radius of the Salisbury 
site. 

It was a challenge of a man-sized Job 
that faced Jones when he signed to con-
struct the three courses on the virtually 
abandoned Lannin empire. The table-top 
terrain had to be molded into a gently 
rolling, beautifully landscaped greens-
ward. The county officials demanded 



courses des i gned s o tha t they wou ld he 
d i f f icu l t f o r the h igh scorers, yet at the 
s a m e t ime p rov ide excel lent tests f o r the 
low scor ing p layers . Th i s w a s accom-
pl ished b y the s t r a teg i c positions in wh ich 
the t r aps have been placed, both in the 
f a i r w a y s and at the generous - s i zed g r e e n s 
wh i ch a v e r a g e 10,000 s qua r e feet. The 
t r a p s p laced in the f a i r w a y s a r e beyond 
the reach of the a v e r a g e g o l f e r ' s n o r m a l 
r ange , the re fo re present ing jto par t i cu la r 
d i f f icu l ty to h im. 

T h e g r e e n s have been p la teaued and 
shaped in dune - l i ke f o r m wi th ro l l ing con-
tours. T h e y a r e a m p l e in size I the sma l l -
est is 7,000 s q u a r e f e e t ) to a l l ow f o r 
f r equen t c h a n g i n g of the pins as we l l a s 
to m a k e a d e q u a t e t a r g e t s f o r the h i ghe r 
hand i cap p layers . A s the l o w - h a n d i c a p 
p l aye r is a l w a y s p l a y i n g f o r the pin, he 
mus t m a k e a n a c c u r a t e shot to the pin 
position, o r he w i l l be f a c e d w i t h a cun -
n ing put t ove r the undu l a t ing g r een sur -
f a c e to ge t his pa r . T h e h i gh -hand i cap 
p l aye r wi l l h a v e no d i f f icu l ty g e t t i ng one 
over pa r a n d is un l ike ly to have the h i gh -
e r scores that a r e n o r m a l l y p roduced on 
the pena l type courses . 

T h e f a i i -ways a r e wide , the a v e r a g e 
be ing 200 feet . T h e y a r e cu t f r o m the 
tees to a n d a r o u n d the g reens , m a k i n g the 
course one of p a r k - l i k e beauty . 

T h e cour ses a r e ail i r r igated f r o m wel l s 
d u g at s t r a t e g i c positions, w h i c h m e a n s 
that tees, f a i r w a y s and g r e e n s should a l -
w a y s be tush in spite of the w e a t h e r 
conditions. 

Landscaping in Feature 
In o rde r to g i v e N a s s a u C o u n t y P a r k 

that th i rd -d imension, o f f ic ia ls recent ly 
a w a r d e d E r t h a l a n d G r a n d of B r o o k l y n 
a $52,170 cont rac t to l andscape the n e w 
B lue course. T h i s includes p l an t i ng of 
2,472 trees. T h e s e include 748 shade spec i -
mens such as oak , map le , beech, s a s s a f r a s , 
redhud, c h e r r y and d o g w o o d ; 932 eve r -
g reens . T h e p l an t i ng is be ing done 
a round tees, in the rough and a l o n g 
borders . 

Hen k els a n d M c C o y of Phi lade lphia 
seeded the B l u e course last au tumn . T h e 
cold spell of M a r c h caused s ome b a r e 
spots and these recent ly have been re -
seeded. 

It w a s neces sa ry to r emove s ome 100.-
000 y a r d s of s a n d f r om a n e a r b y l ake 
area , wh i ch wi l l e ventua l l y become p a r t 
of the g r a n d o l s e p a r k sy s tem that wi l l 
b ecome a v i r tua l p l a y paradise , w i t h a n 
ampi thea te r , sect ion f o r model a i rp l ane 
enthus iasts , a picnic area , Sof tba l l fields, 
etc. S o m e 20,000 y a r d s of topsoil w a s a l so 
d u g f r o m the l ake reg ion . 

T h e holes of the three p e r m a n e n t 
courses h a v e been b r o k e n up in their de -
s ign Into such l eng th a n d va r i e ty that 
e ve ry c lub in the b a g wi l l be used, T h e 

sequence of holes has been so deve loped 
that v a r i a b l e lengths of holes f o l l ow each 
other . 

S t an l ey Thompson , noted C a n a d i a n de -
s igner , co l l abora ted w i t h Jones in shap ing 
the W h i t e and B lue courses . F r a n k 
Squ i r e s is the g reenkeeper , T o m Ma l lon 
the super intendent of the p a r k and F r a n k 
H u r l e y the m a n a g e r of go l f . 

L a s t year , the handsome p r o shop, one 
of the l a r ge s t in the count ry , w a s o f f ic ia l ly 
opened. P a t Cici, w h o got his s ta r t w i t h 
G e o r g e H e r o n at M e a d o w Brook , is the 
head p r o H i s assoc iate Is W a l t e r Kozak , 
a f o r m e r M e t P G A champion , w h o w a s at 
P o m o n o k CC . F lush ing , f o r m a n y years . 

T h e go l f shop, wh i ch w a s erected a t a 
cost of $100,000, w a s des i gned b y the late 
C l i f f o r d C. W e n d e h a c k , w h o a lso b lue -
pr inted the vast c lubhouse wh i ch wil l be 
erected In the nea r future . 

A fu l l t ime permi t to p l ay any of the 
N a s s a u P a r k courses sel ls f o r $60. A t 
least one of the courses wi l l r e m s i n all 
y e a r a round . F o r w e e k e n d a n d ho l iday 
play, the pe rmi t costs $50. F o r those w h o 
l ike w e e k d a y p lay , the f ee is $25. 

T h e g r een fee f o r w e e k e n d s and holi-
d a y s is $2 a n d a f t e r 4 P . M . SI. T h e w e e k 
d a y f ee is SI a n d a f t e r 4 P . M . 75 cents. 

O f f i c i a l s said that m o r e than 10.000 
pe rmi t s wi l l be Issued f o r 1050, P a t r o n -
age . In spite of u n f a v o r a b l e wea the r , has 
increased over 20 per cent o v e r last yea r ' s 
r ecord figures. 

S p r a g u c f e a r s that in spite of the tw in 
p a r - t h r e e holes on t w o of the courses , plus 
the addit ional course faci l it ies, there wi l l 
be t r a f f i c j a m s on the f a i r w a y s wtthin 
another f e w years . T h a t ' s b ecause of the 
t r emendous populat ion Increase and keen 
gol f interest in that section of the country . 

Top Pro Stars Aid Jaycees 
In Junior Golf Promotion 

Transc r ip t i ons of five m inu te inte rv iews 
w i th go l f ' s top p l aye r s a r c be ing m a d e 
a v a i l a b l e to s tate and local Jun io r C h a m -
be r s of C o m m e r c e In p r e p a r a t i o n f o r the 
s t a te q u a l i f y i n g t o u r n a m e n t s p r i o r to the 
U . S. J aycee N a t i o n a l Jun ior A m a t e u r 
C h a m p i o n s h i p at A m e s . I o w a in A u g u s t . 
I n t e r v i e w s a r r a n g e d by H u g h E g a n . D i r e c -
tor, S p o r t s a n d R e c r e a t i o n Commit tee , 
U S J C C , wi l l m a k e it poss ib le f o r thousands 
of youngs t e r s t h r o u g h o u t the nat ion to 
hea r the adv ice a n d e n c o u r a g m e n t o f f e red 
b y the g a m e ' s top compet i tors . I n t e r v i e w s 
w i th the f o l l o w i n g a r e a v a i l a b l e f r o m 
E g a n ' s off ice, 209 South S ta t e St., C h i c a g o 
4, III., f o r rad io h roadcas t : S k i p A l e x a n -
der , C l ay ton H e a f n e r , Ch ick H a r b e r t . 
Johnny P a l m e r , Ben H o g a n , J i m m y T h o m -
son, S a m Snead , G e n e S a r a z e n , G e o r g e 
Faz io , J im T u r n e s a and go l f w r i t e r s O. B , 
K e e l e r of the A t l a n t a Journa l , L a r r y 
Rob inson . N Y . W o r l d - T e l e g r a m and Sun 
and B o b H a r l o w , pub l i sher of Go l f W o r l d . 


