
Six New Books Come To 
Golfers' Market 

NOVAK, MIDDLECOFF. SNEAD, BERG, IGOE 
AND MERRILL PRODUCE NEW WORKS 

PAR GOLF IN 8 STEPS. By Joe No-
vak, Prentice-Hall, Inc.. 70 Fifth Ave., 
New York, publishers. 131 pages. Price 
$2,95. 

This will be one of the most discussed 
golf instruction books written for some 
years as Novak's instruction method, con-
sisting of four routine actions in taking 
position with the club and four routine 
actions in making the swing, constitute a 
plan for organizing the shot-making in 
what Novak maintains is the plan usually 
followed by the leading American players. 
Some of Joe's professional colleagues may 
take exception to one or two points of his 
routine, but others probably will cite their 
experience and observation as confirming 
his analysis and synthesis. 

Novak declares that golf is essentially a 
simple, natural game and that the pro's 
study and genius registers highest 
achievement when the player is taught to 
coordinate power and direction with mini-
mum chances of error. He adopted the 
text book type of treatment for the pur-
pose of showing the amateur golfer reader 
how extensively the PGA members have 
gone Into the problem of developing bet-
ter golfers. Novak livens up this manner 
of handling the subject with numerous 
references to personalities so the book 
will hold the student's Interest and de-
velop cooperative understanding of the 
pro teacher's efforts. 

The material on the forward and re-
verse press is unique, as far as we can 
recall the contents of shelves of golf 
books. It seems due to help many a 
golfer to understand and learn what pros 
strive to teach about weight shifting. The 
positioning of the hands also Is given 
much fuller text and illustrative treat-
ment than is customary in golf instruction 
books. 

Novak's highly successful experience as 
a teacher at first class private clubs and 
in conducting goir classes al the U C L A 
are brought Into clear focus in the book. 
The chapter on golf instruction in schools 
will be very helpful to pros and physical 
educators at high schools, colleges and 
universities, 

Joe held off for some time before turn-
ing over his manuscript to a publisher, 

reluctant to risk any whispering that he 
might be Injudiciously capitalizing the 
position to which his fellow PGA mem-
bers elected him. The case he puts forth 
for pros as smart and untiring experts 
who are trying to make good golf much 
easier for their pupils is one of the sound-
est and most penetrating propaganda jobs 
done for the professionals. 

There is a confusing, but minor typo-
graphical error in the book that should 
be corrected In later editions lo read that 
Wayne Timberman, an Indianapolis pro-
fessional, after studying and discussing 
the method employed by a school teacher 
who taught a juvenile rhythm band, 
adapted the teacher's technique to his own 
reaultful teaching of golf to juniors. 

GOLF DOCTOR. By Dr. Cary Middle-
coff. Whittlesey House. 330 W. 42d St., 
New York, publishers. 103 pages. Price 
S3. 

Doc has done a good, simple and concise 
job in his book. The illustrations are 
particularly helpful in their close tie-in 
with the text. Instruction material Is 
orthodox. Middlecoff emphasizes that "the 
proper grip and stance for each Individual 
are the keys to a sound golf swing." 
illustrations are well handled to make the 
grip and stance instructions fool-proof. 
Doc doesn't go much into the "why" hut 
tells the readers what lo do, without wast-
ing words. With his accent on grip and 
stance he maintains that most of the 
other details become automatic. He ad-
vocates a straight left, saying that 
eliminating the elbow bend reduces the 
possibility of error. 

Middlecoff'a chapter on putting prob-
ably will be appraised by many readers as 
the most valuable section of the book. 
Doc credits Lloyd Mangrum with advising 
him to get a longer shafted putter so he'd 
get his head and eyes directly over the 
ball when putting. That advice, Middle-
coff says, made him a greatly improved 
putter. Doc advocates wristy putting for 
the longer ones and stiff-wristed putting 
for the putts of 6 feet and under. 

He tells of his 4-count routine in setting 
himself to the ball as procedure that 
eliminates tension and provides a check-
up on his stance. 



B o b Hope w r o t e an a m u s i n g f o r e w o r d 
in wh i ch he s a y s D o c ' s Southern sty le in-
s t ruct ion is to " d r a w l the c lubhead b a c k . " 
D o c has g r a c e f u l a c k n o w l e d g m e n t s to 
L . B . Icely, pros J. C . Fond ren . B u c k 
W h i t e a n d L l oyd M a n g r u m , his f a ther . 
B o b Hope , M a r k Cox , E d Feeney a n d the 
Memphis , C h i c k s h a w a n d Colonia l Coun -
t ry c lubs in g e t t i n g his excel lent opus off 
to a smoo th start . 

G O L F I L L U S T R A T E D . B y P a t t y Be r g . 
A . S . B a r n e s & Co., 101 F i f th Ave. , N e w 
Y o r k 3, pub l i shers . 72 pages . P r ice $1.50. 

P a t t y t u rn s In her usual fine p e r f o r m -
ance in this p roduct ion wh ich is des igned 
to be used as a text book and is co-
o rd ina ted w i t h the extens ive w o r k she 
has done in p r e sen t ing demons t ra t i ons and 
cl inics b e f o r e a g r o u p of w o m e n g o l f e r s at 
p r i v a t e c lubs a n d a t g i r l s ' schools. 

It is f u n d a m e n t a l mater ia l , we l l o r g a n -
ized a n d bo i led d o w n and accompan ied b y 
a close t i e -up of excel lent pho tog r aphs 
m a d e by E d Feeney . T h e i nde f a t i g ab l e 
M a r k Cox, l isted as co -author w i t h P a t t y , 
did his c u s t o m a r y competent j o b of in -
t e r v i e w i n g a n d g e t t i ng the stuff w r i t t en 
so it's a t rue representat ion of P a t t y in 
person . 

P a t t y has a f e w p a g e s on equ ipment f o r 
the w o m a n g o l f e r in wh i ch she g i ve s good 
advice . 

Go l f I l l u s t ra ted is f a r m o r e than a n 
edited repr int of P a t t y ' s ear l ier b o o k on 
go l f . I t m a k e s use of w h a t she 's learned 
in her m a n y mi les of t rave l a n d a n s w e r i n g 
the quest ions g i r l s a n d w o m e n have a sked 
her about h o w to p l ay better go l f . 

H O W T O H I T A G O L F B A L L . B y S a m 
Snead . 74 pages . Ha l l P u b . Co., B o x 285, 
E a s t L a n s i n g , Mich. , pub l i shers . P r i c e $1. 

F o r a g u y w h o s a y s he jus t hits a ba l l 
" t h e most s imples t w a y A h k n o w s h o w " 
this is a g r e a t j o b of g o i n g into detai l 
that w o n ' t h a v e the customers ge t t ing 
themse lves t a n g l e d u p w i t h a m e s s of 
theory. M a r k C o x has exper t l y edited the 
S n e a d synd ica ted n e w s p a p e r stuff a n d put 
s ome m o r e dope in it, such as a c lose -up 
on h o w S a m happened to ge t that b o g e y 4 
on the 71st hole in the 1949 N a t i o n a l 
Open , but stil l ma in t a in s us ing the pu t t e r 
f o r the a p p r o a c h w a s se lect ing the r i gh t 
club. T h e line d r a w i n g s a r e rea l ly first 
c lass a s c l e a r instruct ion mater i a l . 

T h e book emphas i z e s p l a y i n g f r o m any 
sor t of a lie. I t ' s qu i te he lp fu l to d u f f e r 
and f a i r l y l o w hand i cap a m a t e u r s . I t 
s e e m s tha t the h i g h e r h a n d i c a p f e l l o w s 
usua l l y a r e p l a y i n g f r o m p laces that 
w o u l d test the ab i l i t ies of the s tars , 

T H E G O L F C O U R S E G U I D E . B y A n -
t h o n y F . Mer r i l l . T h o m a s Y . C rowe l l Co., 
432 F o u r t h Ave , , N e w Y o r k 16, publ ishers . 
•118 pages . P r i c e J3.50. 

Me r r i l l h a s a b l y done a tough j ob in 
compi l ing d a t a on 1800 U . S . and fo re ign 
courses tha t the tour ing g o l f e r m i g h t 
w a n t to p lay . M a n y of these courses can ' t 
be p l ayed b y outs iders , except as gues t s 
of member s , but Mer r i l l ha s done ve ry 
we l l in concise ly desc r i b ing the f e a tu re s 
of these g r e a t courses a n d in g i v ing de-
tai ls of the courses w h e r e p l ay of des i r -
ab l e v is i tors is w e l c o m e d b y resort, dai ly 
f ee and pub l ic course m a n a g e m e n t . B e f o r e 
a book like this can ge t to press there 
a r e change s in personne l and courses. 
S o m e courses h a v e been closed to be 
t aken o v e r f o r subd iv id ing . 

T h e book is the on ly th ing of its k ind 
a n d w e a r e h a p p y to g i ve it an enthu -
siastic p l ug a s it s ave s us a lot of t ime 
in c h a r t i n g tr ips f o r t ou r ing go l f e r s . N o w 
they can spend (3 .50 of their o w n money, 
m a k e u p their o w n minds and save us 
t ime w h i c h w e ' v e been spend ing on letters. 

B O O K S and S L I C E S * B y J im l goe , Jr., 
w i t h i l lustrat ions b y John F a u l k n e r . P u b -
l ished b y R e illy & Lee , 325 W . Huron , 
Ch i c ago . 96 p a g e s . P r i c e $2. 

Th i s one comes close to, o r bea t s par , in 
go l f h u m o r on a lmos t e v e r y page . T h e 
cha r ac t e r s and s i tuat ions a t every c lub 
a r e g i v en a neat, s w i f t once-over . Y o u 
can n a m e the n a m e s of those at you r 
c lub w h o fit the pictures. A f t e r see ing 
many , m a n y b o o k s of a l l eged go l f h u m o r 
that impre s sed and d idn ' t s co re It's g r e a t 
to look th rough this one a n d rea l l y g r in . 

NE Wisconsin Off icials in 
Fourth Annual Session 

Pres idents , s ec re ta r i e s : g r e en , house and 
spo r t s commi t t ee cha i rmen ; proa, g r e e n -
keepe r s and m a n a g e r s of no r theas te rn W i s -
consin gol f c lubs met a t P i n e Hi l l s G C , 
S h e b o y g a n . W i s . , M a y 9 tn the f ou r th of 
the N E Wi scons in G A ' s a n n u a l bus iness 
sessions. D a n Ste iherg , Jr., sec . - t ress , of 
the associat ion, its ve te ran pres.. M . A . 
Ca r r o l l a n d V P R o b e r t T e s t w u i d e , a r r a n g e d 
sess ions at w h i c h c lub o f f ic ia l s and d e p a r t -
ment heads c o m p a r e d ope r a t i ng figures, 
conditions, p r o b l e m s a n d solutions. 

O . J. N o e r , M i l w a u k e e S e w e r a g e C o m -
mission, w e n t into a ve ry he lp fu l huddle 
w i t h course men on their t roub les a n d 
hopes a n d R , G . H o w e or R y e r s o n Co. spoke 
on n e w i tems of go l f equipment . He a l so 
demons t r a t ed the Aer i f l e r . J ack H a y e s of 
B u t t e des M o r t e s headed the house c o m -
mittee session. J im M l l w a r d of Green B a y 
pres ided at the p ro sess ion in wh i ch hand i -
c a p p i n g a n d increase of p l a y w i th l ive 
t o u r n a m e n t p r o g r a m s w e r e f ea tu red sub -
jects . S h o w e r s s topped to permit s ome 
a f t e rnoon go l f on the beau t i f u l P ine H i l l s 
course , A b a n q u e t w i t h H e r b G ra f f i s a s 
guest s p e a k e r concluded the c r o w d e d d a y ' s 
p r o g r a m . 


