
Local Newspaper Tie-up Aids 
Popular Father-Son Event 

By J. LEWIS ROBY 

Indiana is not the leading gol f state in 
Amer i ca , nor is Anderson the foremost 
links communi ty In Indiana, but under 
the sponsorship o f its leading newspaper 
and an enterpr is ing young gol f course, 
that industrial c i t y has developed a solid 
approach to the promot ion both of go l f ' s 
fu ture and of the at l- Important com-
panionship that should exist between 
e ve r y f a the r and son. This summer, on 
the tradit ional Sunday f o l l ow ing Labor 
Day , the Anderson Dai ly Bulletin and 
Edgewood Count ry Club wi l l present their 
f i f th annual Madison County Father-and-
Son Golf Tournament , 

Civ ic- and youth-minded individuals are 
responsible f o r the novel Idea, which is the 
h igh l ight of each summer f o r go l f e r s f rom 
"seven to seven ty , " coming as It does on 
the day be fore school resumes. It Is the 
last fling f o r kids who w is t fu l l y long f o r 
many more w e e k s f o r day- long go l f in-
stead of those first f e w days o f half-
hearted a t t empts to ge t back into the 
scholastic saddle. And f o r Dad, it 's his 
last day w i th his son or sons, except f o r 
scat tered week-ends, f o r nine long months. 

Edgewood , a rapid ly- im proved gol f 
course, was f ive years ago Just beg inning 
t o f o r g e ahead tn financial as wel l as 
physical health. I t is a long, ro l l ing lay-
out of nine holes and o f f e rs a true test 
w i th Its smal l , e levated greens and var i e t y 
o f shots. Be ing young, the layout chal-
lenges and Instills a pioneer spir i t in the 
hearts of those w h o have sought to make 
it something. This p ioneer spirit, toge ther 
w i th the c iv ic- and youth-mindedness 
mentioned above, has helped deve lop the 
father-and-son event . 

As w i th most good ventures of this 
type, persistent p lugg ing away was neces-
sary to establish the tourney. Appropr i -
ate ly . representat ives o f the Anderson 
Count ry Club and the municipal Grand-
v i ew course w e r e included by Edgewood -
ites on the or ig ina l planning commi t t ee 
in 1046. A l t o g e t h e r there w e r e C. O, 
Davisson and L e w R o b y o f E d g e w o o d ; 
P r o W a y n e Hensley, C lyde A r m s t r o n g and 
Red W o l f e o f Grand v iew, and Ass istant 
P r o John Ne lson and Tony Temple ton of 
Anderson CC, 

N e w s p a p e r Sponsors Event 
They aet to wo rk w i th a wi l l and found 

an eage r sponsor In The Bullet in, an eve-
ning newspaper published by George D. 
Cr l t tenberger . no mean go l f e r In his own 
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r i ght . The rea f t e r the idea caught on and 
spread like wi ld f i re as business-harried 
men grabbed at so splendid an opportun-
i t y to spend a whole day on the l inks with 
the ir "carbon copies" and that evening 
with them at the awards banquet. Yes , 
this one day the ladies of the f ami l y w e r e 
s t r ic t ly bystanders. I But a prouder, more 
heaming ga l l e ry you never s a w ! ) 

Compet i t ion was, and is, based upon 
the tota l score of any fa ther-son combina-
tion. A fa ther m a y compcte w i th as many 
sons as he chooses, and f o r no more than 
his own single low ent ry f ee plus one 
each f o r the boys. 

In order to equal ize the a f f a i r among 
the sons because of the wide span of their 
ages, t w o brackets or ig ina l ly we re Insti-
tuted: the Junior f o r those through 17 
years, and the Senior f o r sons who were 
18 and over . The f o l l ow ing season found 
three g r o u p s — J u n i o r , In termediate and 
Senior, and so g r e a t has been the su-
per ior i ty of the 16-17 years g roup that the 
f i f th renewal this y e a r wi l l carry four 
classes: P r ep for lads through 11, Junior 
f o r 12 through 14, In termedia te 15 through 
17, and Senior 18 and over . 

Here ' s an example of how it has 
evo lved. . . . In 1946 there we re 82 out 
f o r the inaugural. M a r k Wi l l i ams and 
16-year-old Bob, the first of the line o f 
successful "under-18ers," t eamed to fire a 
jo in t 155 on the par 72 layout . Only 11 
over par between them, Mark had a 79 
and Bob a neat 76. A y e a r later, the only 
Senior duo to succeed came through w i th 
an identical total as the son once again 
beat out his Dad. Bob Gibson, barely 18, 
used 77 shots to edge his f a the r , Chet, by 
one stroke. This trend was interrupted in 
19-18, but the In termedia tes came back 
into their own, when F l o y d Poore posted 
a 78 and Kent , a mere 15 years old, made 
the t r ip In 80, f o r a w inn ing 158, T o 
prove It was no fluke, they repeated last 
summer w i th Kent , now 16. lopping six 
strokes off his g a m e f o r a b laz ing 74. 
F l oyd added 77 f o r a record 151, seven 
lower than their 1948 total, and once 
again a son had beat his fa ther . 

Sons, Lotv Scorer * 
There fore , in f ou r years, there has been 

but one Senior winner and on ly once has 
the w inn ing fa ther scored be t te r than his 
son. And the In termedia tes g e t still an-
other good crack a t the t i t le this Septem-
ber, Ken t be ing but 17 and sti l l " gunn ing " 
f o r Dad, 
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This besting of their Dads by Masters 
Will iams, Gibson and Poore is symbolic 
of the entire af fair . I t is no exception to 
the rule when Junior comes into the club-
house with a score lower than Pop's. 
Throughout the summer the men's locker 
room echoes wi th "Doug, is Donny going 
to hold you up again this y e a r ? " or "Hey, 
Harold, is there any chance of you beating 
both your father and two boys this t ime? " 
(And just for the record, the youngsters 
ge t in the same digs, pertaining to their 
fathers, as they spend the vacation 
months diligently preparing f o r the big 
event . ) 

Ti le tourney's most famous fami ly is 
that of the Oliver and Harold Campbells 
Oliver Is the grandfather, and Harold the 
father of two stalwart young lads. There-
fore. for one entry fee, Harold gets a 
three-way chance at the title — one as s 
son and two as a Dad, In these days of 
costly clothing and food, it is a rare ad-
vantage to a man with a large f ami l y ! 

Both Campbell boys. Joe and Eddie, can 
be depicted along wi th Don Granger, c i ty 
Junior champ; Donny McGregor, young 
Poore and many, many others as living 
examples of the value the Madison County 
Fathcr-and-Son Tournament has been to 
go l f ' s future in that region. Wi th their 
fathers ' help, all are potential record-
breakers of the 1950's. The influence that 
the tourney has had on them is terrific, 
and shows up in the Anderson High School 
gol f team. The school already holds the 

never-approached four-man record of 292 
strokes in rugged North Central Confer-
ence championship competition, and all 
four of the now-grown boys — Oscar Mel-
son, Charlie Laughlin, Bob Sklies and 
Harry Forse are veterans of the Fa th e l -
and-Son tourney. 

Since a record 97 turned out f o r the 
1949 chapter, the Held this September 10th 
will probably exceed 100 for the first time. 
I t will be seeking to match these winning 
scores of last season: the Poores' 151 in 
Intermediate p lay : an Ideal 156 by none 
other than the "pioneer' ' Mr. Davisson 
and son Dick in the Senior bracket, and 
an unheard-of 186 for the Juniors by the 
Shannon Chambers duo. Only 10 years 
old. Shannon, Jr.. was a four-year veteran 
of the meet ! 

So once again the t ime approaches. 
Gazing back over the years, the original 
committee (pared to six by the Untimely 
death of Mr. Armst rong ) recalls the first 
try ing days with satisfaction. They re-
member that H was no easy road, but 
then there is no easy route to a good 
thing. Their only hope is that the father-
son idea will prosper not in Anderson 
alone, but throughout the nation. They 
are eager to help anyone who would like 
to see the same thing in his own town. 
The city need be neither big nor small. 
The size of the citizens' hearts is what 
really counts, and In that respect the 
gol fers of Anderson, Indiana, feel they 
have to take a back seat to no one. 

Tony Temp le ion . ma i t e r o f ceremonies a n d tou rney c o m m i t t e e m a n , awards the cove ted c h a m p i o n , 
ship t r o p h y o f t he M a d i s o n C o u n t y Father -and-Sen G o l f Tournament to Kant and R o y d Poore, 
1949 winners. Le f t to r i g h t a round the awards t a b l e are Shannon Chambers , J r . and Shannon 
Chambers , Sr.. t he Jun io r champ ions ; Ken t Poore, M r , Temp le ton , M r . Poore, D i d and C . O, 
Davisson, the Senior t i ngs , and H o w i e Schul j . f o r m e r p l aye r - coach o f t h * Ande rson Packers, 

pro fess iona l basketba l l team. 


