
ava i lab le stocka of good balls la rge ly w i th 
pros. 

In some cases pros have rationed their 
stocks among membe r s ra ther than keep 
pro capital tied up but the pro knows that 
w h e n the boxes of ba l l s are In members ' 
possession that wil l mean a reduction in 
sa les to membe r s later on. T h e pr ivate club 
pro couldn't w ise ly load up fo r speculative 
purposes. I f the w a r lasts and there is a 
ball shor tage the pr ivate club pros w h o 
boosts the retail price of ba l ls to a long 
ma rg in over his purchase price is r isking 
the loss of his j ob as a profiteer. The same 
member w h o wou ld buy steaks and butter 
and g a s wi thout coupons dur ing a w a r or 
be a good customer of a boot legger dur ing 
prohibition suddenly wou ld get a hell of a 
spell of " c r ime must g o " if he thought his 
pro w a s holding him u p on a hard - to -get 
new golf ball. 

Go l f clubs, due to a pro longed str ike in 
a l a r ge sha f t manu f ac tu r e r s ' plant, haven 't 
been avai lab le in any m a r k e d surplus 
quantit ies this year . A s a matter of fact , 
three lines of Irons have been f a r behind in 
deliveries. Hence the c lub situation has not 
favored hoard ing or speculat ive buying. 

Pr ices of clubs are go ing up but the 
smar t businessman pro doesn't think he 
should go off the deep end in ty ing up his 
capital in stocka of c lubs f o r a possibly 
long period of w a r t i m e control. The pro 
wi thout much capital to tie up won ' t be 
ab le to get shipment of much club stock 
a n y w a y . 

Manu f ac tu r e r s ' orders of leather, nylon 
and canvas seem to assure that there won ' t 
be any trouble in ge t t ing gol f b a g s f o r a 
year . There ' s no tel l ing w h a t the situation 
wou ld be if the gove rnment should divert 
this mater ia l to its o w n use. 

T h u s the high spots of the supply situ-
ation fo r golf c lubs appea red near the end 
of July. There hasn't been any indication 
of " s c a r e " buying by clubs, pros or course 
superintendents but there has been order -
ing and stocking, as f a r as limited stocks 
a l low, on a rather reasonable basis, con-
s ider ing the c ircumstances. 

W h a t A r e C l u b s D o i n g ? 
Pr i va te golf c lubs and dai ly f e e courses 

f ace the prospect of w a r t i m e conditions in 
much better condition than they were in 
when W o r l d W a r I I s tarted A g r e a t m a n y 
of the pr ivate c lubs in metropol itan dis-
tr icts have wa i t ing lists and their financial 
s tatements are sound. In mak ing pos twar 
improvements f r o m 1946 on they seldom 
stretched thin. 

Ope ra t ing costs of courses and club-
houses have been high, a l though consider-
ing the heft of the dol lar of recent years 
the operat ions have been more economical 
than ever before. 

In the l a r g e r metropol i tan districts the 
pr ivate clubs haven ' t got a f a i r ly l a r ge 

percentage of members be long ing to 
several clubs as w a s the condition prior to 
W o r l d W a r II T h a t condition accounted 
for a pa in fu l decrease in dupl icate mem-
bership a t some fancy clubs, in the N e w 
Y o r k metropol i tan district especial ly. 

One new f a c t o r in the pr ivate c lub situ-
ation in metropol i tan a reas is the l a rge 
number of y o u n g men f r om 30 to 35 who 
are h igh ly des i rab le pr ivate c lub members 
but w h o haven 't joined on account of high 
prices and w a i t i n g lists. It m a y be that 
such membe r s wil l be we lcomed in a t 
f a vo rab l e terms even though the volume 
of p lay m a y distress some elders w h o ha le 
to wa i t on a tee. 

W o m e n ' s p lay has increased g rea t l y 
since the end of W o r l d W a r II. Junior play, 
and the golf instruction of youngste rs at 
courses, in schools and colleges, has in-
creased so tremendously that It doesn't 
seem possible m a n y courses should want 
fo r traffic. 

There is a sho r tage of good f e e courses 
and public courses. Obvious ly the char-
acter of the g a m e makes it fill a need fo r 
physical and mental conditioning in tense 
times. 

P r i va te and fee course of f icials and 
municipal course management are showing 
f a r more of a disposition to look ahead and 
plan ahead than they did in 1941, 1942 and 
1943 when f a i lu re to recognize the trend 
and beat the gun with their own plans led 
them Into diff iculties. 

N o w fores ighted officials a r e w ise ly con-
sidering w h a t might happen dur ing the 
showdown be tween the pursuit of happi-
ness and the bossy ideologies. That ' s one 
of the surest s igns that golf wi l l wea the r 
the storm - i f , a s and when the communists 
decide to force a b i g s t o r m — a n d by sound 
fore-sight contr ibute to putt ing and keeping 
the nation st rong . 

D r a f t examinat ion figures s h o w there's 
vast room f o r physical and psychiatr ic im-
provement a m o n g the young in this coun-
try. Cons ider ing the fine showing of 
a m a t e u r and professional go l fe rs and cad-
dies in W o r l d W a r I I golf demonstrated 
itself to be a first class conditioner. 

Hartman Heads Iowa Greenkeepcrs 
J. S. H a r t m a n . Mason City ( l a . ) C C w a s 

elected pres., I o w a Green keepers ' Assn. . 
at the associat ion 's annual meeting, held 
a t Des Moines G & C C . W a l t e r Fuchs , Ceda r 
Rap ids CC . w a s elected vp., and R o g e r 
Fritsch, H o m e wood GC, Ames , w a s re-
elected sec.-treas. There w e r e 62 mem-
bers present. 

H , L . L a n t z of I « w a State Co l l ege re-
ported on the tur f research w o r k a t the 
A m e s gardens . Uantz said U 3 B e r m u d a 
did not w i thstand the winter bu t the rea-
son m a y have been late p lant ing. 


