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Golf Beats the Gun —Gets 
into Fighting Shape 

By HERB GRAFFIS 

F e w A m e r i c a n s doub t that the K o r e a n 
w a r Is the first hot act ion in a s h o w d o w n 
be tween C o m m u n i s t p l a n e t a r y imper i a l i sm 
and the f ree nat ions w h o s e des i re Is to 
mind their o w n bus iness w i thou t d ictat ion 
f r o m Moscow . 

O u r unprepa rednes s to hand le the situ-
ation in Ko rea is ev idence to a n y in fo rmed 
a n d menta l l y sound person In the w o r l d 
lhai w e have n deep l o n g i n g f o r peace and 
a childl ike t rust that o the r s s h a r e that 
long ing . T h e present cr is is has been taken 
in str ide by A m e r i c a n a a n d w e ' v e been 
shocked into action w i thou t b e ing s t a m -
peded. 

N o w w e ' r e in w a r a n d in the first month 
w e have been so seve re ly beaten by an 
o v e r w h e l m i n g su rp l u s of fighting p o w e r in 
the field thai no th ink ing A m e r i c a n now 
can remain b l ind to the necessity of imme -
diate ly a d j u s t i n g to a s t a te of s t r eng th f o r 
hostil ities. 

A t this w r i t i ng it a p p e a r s that contro ls 
of d istr ibut ion and p r i ce s a r e inevitab le , 
a l t hough the publ ic hasn ' t been of f ic ia l ly 
advised of this p robab i l i ty . H o w e v e r , ac -
tion has been as m i g h t be expected , a c o m -
bination of f o res ight a n d hoa rd ing . 

T h e golf bus iness had p lenty of re -
m inde r s dur ing W o r l d W a r I I that W a s h -
ington doesn't consider go l f an essentia l 
w a r t i m e business. T h e g a m e fitted Into 
w a r t i m e condit ions a s we l l as a n y spor t 
and a w h o l e lot more use fu l l y than s ome 
sports , due to the a g e r a n g e of gotf par t ic i -
pa t ion and the p l ay b y m a l e and f e m a l e 
w o r k e r s . The ou tdoor na tu r e of the g a m e 
w a s a ba l ance f o r h i g h - p r e s s u r e w a r t i m e 
indoor w o r k . B u t go l f d idn ' t do much of a 
se l l ing j ob in conv inc ing top author i t i e s of 
the g a m e ' s w a r t i m e v a l u e until f a i r l y late 
lit W o r l d W a r I I . 

Golf ranges and courses at military in-
stallations and the demand of war factory 
workers for public golf did more to sell 
official Washington on the game's valuable 

funct ion in w a r t i m e than w a s done by 
o r g an i z ed e lements In go l f . T h a t m a y be an 
impor tant e lement in finding the p roper 
p lace f o r go l f in the w a r t i m e economy 
wh i ch l ooks to he in p rospect f o r some 
years . 

B u y i n g Hushes L imited 

W o r l d W a r II exper ience w a s that pr i -
va te go l f c lubs, w h e n they had m o n e y to 
do so. d idn ' t do much b u y i n g a h e a d of 
demand . 

T h e resu l t w a s tha t ma in tenance equip-
ment got into bad condition and w i t h the 
ope r a t i ng l a bo r and repa i r fac i l i t ies ava i l -
a b l e du r i ng that w a r the super intendent 
w a s a w e a r y , w o r r i e d gen ius if he could 
keep his course nea r to w h a t he had re-
g a r d e d as n o r m a l l y good condit ion. 

S ince ma in t enance mach ine ry became 
ava i l a b l e a f t e r W o r l d W a t II a n d c lubs 
g ene ra l l y h a v e been in good financial shape 
the mach ine ry picture has been g e t t i n g into 
p re t ty f a i r condition. B u t the m a j o r m a n u -
f a c t u r e r s of go l f course ma in t enance equ ip -
ment have been behind on de l iver ies to 
courses , p a r k s a n d cemeter ies . Conse -
quent ly there hasn ' t been much chance to 
p lace a flood of o rders that w o u l d b r i ng 
panic b u y i n g . 

S o m e o r d e r s of ma in tenance equ ipment 
f o r s p r ing de l ivery a l r e ady h a v e been 
p laced but nobody ean book such o rde r s at 
f i rm prices. W h e t h e r mater ia l f o r ma in -
tenance equ ipment wi l l be cur ta i l ed or 
v i r tua l ly cut to nothing is a n y b o d y ' s guess . 

T w o things, however , a r e certa in. O n e 
is that it 's w i s e to ge t o rders p laced ea r l y 
a n d s tand a be t te r chance of g e t t i ng W h a t 
is ava i l ab l e , w h e n it is ava i l ab le . T h e other 
is tha t the l ead ing m a n u f a c t u r e r s intend to 
s tay in the gol f equ ipment bus iness r e g a r d -
less of t e m p o r a r y interrupt ions , a n d a r e not 
d isposed to ge t scared or to let a n y b o d y g e t 
the idea they t h i n k — w h e t h e r i t ' s a long 
w a r o r a short one. a b i g w a r or a sma l l 
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H O G A N GETS C H A M P I O N ' S C H A M P I O N A W A R D 
A t Motor Ci ty Open Ben Hogan get i sound movie projector at Champion of the Month award 
from Bob Stranahan's spark plug company. Left to r ight at the presentation: Frank Waith, the 
dapper Student Prince; Harry Wismer. ABC i p o r t i director, who presented the award; the durable 

Mr. Hogan; and Dale Stafford, managing editor, Detroit Free Pre», 

one—they have any question about the 
eventual Amer i c an v i c to ry and return to 
normal marke t ing of their products. 

Seed Short — Fertilizer Ample 
This year ' s residential building boom ac-

counted for pract ica l ly c leaning out stocks 
of grass seeds. B luegrass and redtop 1950 
crops appear to be smaller lhan those of 
1949. The fescue crop is good. The bent 
seed crop isn't In ye t . 

W i th no chance o f a residential building 
boom cont inuing it seems logical that the 
year 's crops of seed suitable f o r gol f 
courses wi l l be adequate. Author i t i es say 
there Is no sense in seed hoarding. 

Fer t i l i zer is f a i r l y plenti ful and prices 
haven't jumped as have prices of other 
items. I t is plain tha t any club that has 
the money had be t t e r look into its fer t i l i zer 
needs immedia te ly and see that a good fa l l 
Job of f e r t i l i z ing is done. If the w a r is a 
short one the club is still ahead and if the 
w a r economy is prolonged, turf had better 
be put Into best condit ion for w i ths tand ing 
possible risk of g rass food rationing. 

The Korean hot w a r started when go l f 
ball manufacturers ' Inventories w e r e 

dwindl ing seasonally to the lowest point. 
Hot weather , vacat ions and the production, 
seasoning and packag ing procedures In ball 
plants call f o r g e t t ing the manufactur ing 
operat ions out of the w a y as ear ly as pos-
sible each year and to the ful lest extent 
possible. 

The result was that when the buying 
rush f o r gol f balls s tarted it ve ry quickly 
reduced stocks so out-o f - l ine buying f o r 
possible hoarding or speculat ive purposes 
was prompt ly brought under control by 
leading ball manufacturers . Orders, up to 
the rat ional l imit imposed b y low Inven-
tories. w e r e booked on the basis warranted 
by the past business of pros and dealers. 

Dea lers whose past business in gol f balls 
hadn't been much made a rush to load up 
but couldn't ge t wha t they wanted. 

Dur ing Wor ld W a r I I the j o b done by the 
pros in col lect ing balls f o r recondit ioning 
kept enough balls on sale so no player had 
to g i v e up a round of gol f because of the 
lack of a ball. 

Manufac turers didn't wan t to p lay into 
the hands of hoarding retai lers during the 
buying rush in July and have kept the 



ava i l ab l e s tocks of g o o d ba l ls l a r ge l y w i t h 
pros . 

In s ome cases p ro s h a v e rat ioned their 
stocks a m o n g m e m b e r s r a the r than keep 
p ro cap i ta l tied u p but the p ro k n o w s that 
w h e n the boxes of b a l l s a r e In m e m b e r s ' 
possession tha t wi l l m e a n a reduct ion in 
sa l es to m e m b e r s l a te r on. T h e p r iva te c lub 
p ro cou ldn ' t w i s e l y l oad u p f o r speculat ive 
purposes . I f the w a r las ts a n d there is a 
bal l s h o r t a g e the p r i v a t e c lub pros w h o 
boosts the retai l pr ice of ba l l s to a long 
m a r g i n over his pu r chase price is r i sk ing 
the loss of his j o b as a prof iteer. T h e s a m e 
m e m b e r w h o w o u l d b u y s teaks and but te r 
a n d g a s w i thou t coupons du r i ng a w a r or 
be a good cus tomer of a b oo t l e g ge r du r i ng 
prohibit ion sudden ly w o u l d ge t a hell of a 
spel l of " c r i m e must g o " if he thought his 
p ro w a s ho ld ing h im u p on a ha rd - t o - g e t 
n e w gol f bal l . 

Go l f c lubs, due to a p ro longed s t r ike in 
a l a r g e sha f t m a n u f a c t u r e r s ' plant, haven ' t 
been ava i l ab l e in a n y m a r k e d su rp lus 
quant i t ies this yea r . A s a ma t t e r of f ac t , 
three lines of Irons have been f a r behind in 
del iver ies . H e n c e the c l ub s i tuat ion has not 
f a v o r e d h o a r d i n g or specu la t i ve buy ing . 

P r i ces of c lubs a r e g o i n g u p but the 
s m a r t bus inessman p ro doesn ' t think he 
shou ld g o off the deep end in t y ing u p his 
cap i ta l in stocka of c lubs f o r a possib ly 
long per iod of w a r t i m e control. The p ro 
w i thou t much cap i ta l t o tie u p won ' t be 
ab l e to ge t sh ipment of much c lub stock 
a n y w a y . 

M a n u f a c t u r e r s ' o rde r s of leather , nylon 
a n d c a n v a s seem to a s s u r e that there w o n ' t 
be a n y t roub le in g e t t i n g go l f b a g s f o r a 
yea r . The re ' s no te l l ing w h a t the s ituation 
w o u l d be if the g o v e r n m e n t should d ivert 
this mate r i a l to its o w n use. 

T h u s the high spots of the supp ly s itu-
at ion f o r go l f c lubs a p p e a r e d nea r the end 
of July . T h e r e hasn ' t been a n y indication 
of " s c a r e " buy ing b y c lubs, pros or course 
super intendents but there has been o rder -
i n g and stocking , as f a r as l imited stocks 
a l l ow , on a r a the r r ea sonab l e haais, con-
s ide r ing the c i r cumstances . 

What A re Clubs Do ing? 
P r i v a t e gol f c lubs a n d da i ly f e e courses 

f a c e the prospect of w a r t i m e condit ions in 
m u c h be t te r condit ion than they w e r e in 
w h e n W o r l d W a r I I s t a r t ed A g r e a t m a n y 
of the p r iva te c lubs in metropo l i tan dis-
t r ic ts h a v e w a i t i n g lists a n d their f inancial 
s t a t ements a r e sound. In m a k i n g p o s t w a r 
i m p r o v e m e n t s f r o m 1946 on they se ldom 
stretched thin. 

O p e r a t i n g costs of courses and c lub -
houses have been high, a l t hough cons ider -
ing the he f t of the do l l a r of recent yea r s 
the opera t ions have been m o r e economical 
than ever be fo re . 

In the l a r g e r met ropo l i t an districts the 
p r i v a t e c lubs haven ' t got a f a i r l y l a r g e 

pe r cen tage of m e m b e r s b e l o n g i n g to 
severa l c lubs as w a s the condition pr ior to 
W o r l d W a r I I T h a t condition accounted 
for a p a i n f u l decrease in dup l i ca te m e m -
bersh ip a t s ome f ancy clubs, in the N e w 
Y o r k met ropo l i t an district espec ia l ly . 

One n e w f a c t o r in the p r iva te c l ub s i tu -
at ion in met ropo l i t an a r e a s is the l a r g e 
n u m b e r of y o u n g men f r o m 30 to 35 w h o 
a r e h i gh l y des i r ab l e p r iva te c l ub m e m b e r s 
but w h o haven ' t jo ined on account of h igh 
pr ices a n d w a i t i n g lists. I t m a y be that 
such m e m b e r s wi l l be w e l c o m e d in a t 
f a v o r a b l e t e rms even though the vo lume 
of p l ay m a y d is t ress s ome e lders w h o ha l e 
to w a i t on a tee. 

W o m e n ' s p l ay has increased g r e a t l y 
s ince the end of W o r l d W a r I I . Jun ior p lay, 
a n d the gol f instruct ion of y o u n g s t e r s at 
courses, in schools and col leges, has in-
c reased so t remendous ly that It doesn't 
seem possib le m a n y courses shou ld w a n t 
f o r traf f ic . 

T h e r e is a s h o r t a g e of good f e e courses 
and publ ic courses . Obv ious ly the char -
ac te r of the g a m e m a k e s it fill a need f o r 
phys ica l a n d menta l condit ioning in tense 
times. 

P r i v a t e and fee course o f f ic ia l s and 
munic ipa l course m a n a g e m e n t a r e s h o w i n g 
f a r more of a disposit ion to look ahead and 
plan a h e a d than they did in 1941, 1942 and 
1943 w h e n f a i l u r e to recognize the trend 
and beat the gun w i th their o w n p l ans led 
them Into di f f icult ies . 

N o w f o r e s i gh ted of f ic ia ls a r e w i s e l y con-
s ider ing w h a t m i g h t happen du r i ng the 
s h o w d o w n b e t w e e n the pursu i t of happi -
ness a n d the bossy ideologies. T h a t ' s one 
of the sures t s i gns that go l f w i l l w e a t h e r 
the s to rm - i f , a s and when the communi s t s 
decide to fo rce a b i g s t o r m — a n d b y sound 
fore-sight cont r ibute to pu t t ing and keep ing 
the nat ion s t rong . 

D r a f t e xamina t i on figures s h o w there 's 
vast r o o m f o r phys ica l and psychiat r ic im-
p rovement a m o n g the y o u n g in this coun-
try. Cons i de r i ng the fine s h o w i n g of 
a m a t e u r and pro fess iona l go l f e r s a n d cad -
dies in W o r l d W a r I I go l f d emons t r a t ed 
itself to be a first c lass condit ioner . 

Hartman Heads Iowa Greenkeepcrs 
J. S. H a r t m a n . M a s o n C i ty ( l a . ) C C w a s 

elected pres. , I o w a Green keepers ' Assn . . 
at the assoc ia t ion ' s annua l meet ing , held 
a t D e s M o i n e s G & C C . W a l t e r Fuchs , C e d a r 
R a p i d s C C . w a s elected vp., a n d R o g e r 
Fr i t sch , H o m e w o o d G C , A m e s , w a s re -
e lected sec. - t reas . The re w e r e 62 m e m -
be r s present . 

H , L . L a n t z of I « w a S ta t e C o l l e g e re-
ported on the tu r f research w o r k a t the 
A m e s ga rdens . Uan t z sa id U 3 B e r m u d a 
did not w i t h s t a n d the w in te r b u t the r ea -
son m a y h a v e been late p l ant ing . 


