
This group of near ISO greenkeeping superintendents, club officials end turf authorities attended 
the 1950 Annual Midwest Regional Turf Conference at Purdue University, Lafayette, Ind, 

Play Golf, Greenkeepers Toid 
At Purdue Turf Conference 

Purdue's Annual Tur f Conference at-
tended by about 350 heard featured con-
vention speaker James D. Standish, Jr., 
pres., U S G A , lay heavy stress on green-
keepers learning to play gol f to ge t ac-
quainted w i th and bet ter understand the 
problems of the green chairmen. 

One of f our pract ical instruction ses-
sions was devoted to the subject of how to 
destroy turf pests. Th is year 's turf pest 
session consisted of four groups of SO to 
90 individual tur fmen quizzing a panel of 
specialists. Special ists included Pro f . O, C. 
Lee. Purdue agr icul tura l botanist ; P ro f . 
Glen Lehker . Purdue entomolog ist ; Dr. J. 
C. Schread, Connect icut agr icul tura l ex-
periment stat ion entomologist , and Dr. 
Er ic G. SharveHo, Purdue plant path-
o log is t . 

Survey ing , Popu lar Tur f Tople 

George Spencer, agr icul tura l engineer 
a t Purdue, aga in stressed w a y s t o survey 
turf areas wi thout using compl icated In-
struments. Purpose was to teach green-
keepers h o w to plan dra inage o f greens, 
spray greens w i th the correct amount of 
fung ic ide per square f oo t and other com-
mon problems. 

This year the g roups heard a third 
sectional discussion on the care and opera-
tion of small internal combustion engines. 
Exp la in ing the d i f f e rent types and opera-
tion of motors was Charles Gardner, sales 
engineer f o r the B r i g g s and Strat ton 
Corporat ion. 

Dr, Helmut Kohnke, Purdue soil scien-
t ist and R ichard Davis, ag ronomy gradu-
a te student, conducted the session in "Soi l 
Structure, Soil Ae ra t i on and Dra inage . " 
Con fe rence discussion on grass is founded 
in part on an a g r o n o m y graduate p rog ram 
sponsored b y backers of the seven-state 
Midwes t Reg iona l Tur f Foundation, head-
quarters at Purdue. 

Other conference h ighl ights included: 
Address of we lcome, by Purdue agr icul-

tural dean, H J, Reed ; " Tur f Diseases," 
by Dr. Sharve l l e ; " T u r f Grasses," by Dr. 
F r e d Grau, U S D A , Beltsvi l le , Md, ; " Tur f 
Fert i l i zat ion and Fer t i l i zer Mater ia ls , " by 
Dr. O. J. Noer , M i lwaukee Sewe rag e Com-
mission, Mi lwaukee , W is . ; " T u r f Insects. " 
by Dr. Schread; " Tur f Extension P r o g r a m 
in Pennsy lvan ia , " by A l Cooper, Pennsyl-
vania State Col lege, State Col lege. Pa., 
and "Care and Maintenance of Trees, 
Shrubs and Perennia ls . " by P ro f . Roy B. 
Hull, Purdue horticulturist. D r N. J. 
Volk, associate d i rector o f the Indiana 
agr icultural exper iment stat ion and 
f o rmer l y head of the ag ronomy depart-
ment. was banquet toastmaster . ' 

Dr, Sharve l le told the 350 attendees 
about the Importance o f launching turf 
disease p rog rams now. He stressed the 
necessity of grass in our Uniteu States 
economy. 

Dr. Grau in formed conferees that top-
crossed bents, l ike hybrid corn, are 
superior to the originals. A m o n g his 
remarks, he also said that we must learn 
to g r o w grass w i th less wa te r . 

L i f e of g rass depends upon fer t i l i zers 
and their correct amounts and applica-
tions, Dr . N o e r explained in his talk. 
P roper fer t i l i zat ion is cheaper than re-
seeding, he pointed out. 

Dr. Schread ga v e detai ls of kills made 
w i th the newer chemicals on the d i f f e rent 
kinds of insects In the N e w Eng land area. 
Tur f extension w o r k in Pennsy lvania was 
outlined by Cooper. 

Hull 's ta lk w a s an adv isory one on how 
to g i v e trees and shrubbery around go l f 
courses, parks and cemeter ies bet ter care. 
More sat is fact ion f r om the p lant ings Is 
der ived that way , he said, 

Tuesday night 's election saw president 
Carl BretzIafT preside o ve r the annual 
meet ing of the Midwes t Reg iona l Tur f 
Foundation, Joe Gra f f i s and A l L inkoge l 
were reelected to the execut ive commit tee . 
Mai McLaren , of Oakwood CC, Cleveland, 
is the new member elected to the com-
mittee. 


