
Fourth green at Wickenburg, where watering ly i tem and imart turf management hat made the 
de te r t b loom wi th a f ine cour ts . 

Golf Now in the Dude Ranch 
Capi ta l , Wickenburg, Ariz. 

U p to recently there we r e t w o sets ot golf 
clubs a m o n g the 100 residents of W i c k e n -
burg , Ar iz . N o w this a rea which is a g rea t 
resort center f a m e d for its dude ranches, 
p robab ly is the wor ld ' s f as tes t g r o w i n g 
spot of local gol f interest. P l a y has begun 
on the first 9 of w h a t eventual ly Is to be 
an 18-hoIe course and resorters and local 
residents a r e g i v i ng the n e w course a g rea t 
p lay. 

The course w a s designed by B i l ly Beli 
and w a s bui lt b y Joe Sanders . Joe stays 
on the j o b as supt., w i th Jules P l a t t e us 
mgr . -pro . P la t te is pro at Knol lwood C C 
(Ch i cago dist . ) in the summer . The greens 
a n d f a i r w a y s a r e In amaz ing ly good condi-
tion f o r a new course and represent an 
achievement in which modern golf course 
building, turf science and practical g reen -
keep ing have converted rough, practical ly 
desert country into a we l l - g r oomed green 
tur fed a r e a w i th interesting contours. Con-
s iderab le money had to be spent in fencing 
the course a s the g r a s s at t racts h u n g r y live 
stock f r o m m a n y miles. 

Chuck Kverett of the T r i a n g l e V ranch 
donated the land on which the course has 
been constructed, in ge t t ing under w a y the 
move to extend the var ie ty of resort enter-
tainment in the area . A b o u t $60,000 has 
been spent in construct ing the course and 
an excellent, complete w a t e r i n g system. 
Construct ion w a s begun last July 5 by 
Sanders and the seaside bent g reens w e r e 
in and the rye f a i r w a y s g r o w i n g in good 
shape ear ly in J a n u a r y this year , Sanders , 
a veteran with considerab le successful ex -

perience In course maintenance In I owa and 
Illinois, tells of coming onto the W icken -
b u r g site in July and wonder ing wottael l 
the br idges w e r e fo r in the desert. W h e n 
flash floods came and w a s h e d out his second 
g reen twice, he learned. Joe also learned 
that a c rew of 15 men and two bulldozers 
can get a lot of construction work done 
dur ing the Ar i zona s u m m e r with 115 tem-
perature and the only shade being that 
supplied by cactus plants. 

G round needed a lot of hand raking. 
Three hundred pounds per acre of a m m o -
nium sulphate w a s w o r k e d In. R y e w a s 
sowed a l the rate of 350 pounds per acre. 

Jule Platte, | l e f t ( and Joe Sander i . p ro-mgr . and 
gkpr. , respect ively, o f W ickenbu rg , A r i l . , new c lub. 

Thi s y e a r B e r m u d a wil l be planted. W h e n 
course construction w a s proceeding Joe 
says the force had b i g gal ler ies of gHas 
wh ich " a r e cutest damn things but nice to 
p l ay w i th , " some ratt lesnakes , scorpions, 
pretty l izards, j ack rabb i ts b i g as coyotes 
and coyotes b i g as ponies. Bu t when the 
course got in and the place w a s manicured 
and civi l ized- looking all the wi ld l i fe 
vanished. Their absence w o n ' t be a t all 



l a m e n t e d by t h e g o l f e r s but J o e s a y s he 
w i l l m i s s them and he ' s s o r r y P l a t t e d idn ' t 
g e t t h e r e t o t a k e a c o u r s e in W i c k e n b u r g 
n a t u r a l h i s t o r y . 

T h e y g o t p l e n t y o f w a t e r in a 300 f t , 
we l l . T h e y ' v e g o t a b o u t s ix m i l e s o f p ipe 
in the i r w a t e r i n g s y s t e m . 475 s p r i n k l e r 
heads , and B u c k n e r e q u i p m e n t . T h e e n t i r e 
p r o p e r t y is 170 a c r e p i e c e and the w a y 
p l a y has s t a r t e d unde r P l a t t e ' s d i r e c t i on 
a n d e n c o u r a g e m e n t the g o l f c ourse is p r o v -
i n g a boos t t o t h e r a n c h v a c a t i o n business. 
W t c k e n b u r g h a s a n u m b e r o f n o t a b l e e s tab -
l i s h m e n t s o f t h e dude r a n c h t ype . A l t i t u d e 
Is 2250 and w i n t e r c l i m a t e is b a l m y m o s t 
o f t h e t ime . 

A c lubhouse a n d a fine p r o shop f o r 
P l a t t e a r e b e i n g c o n s t r u c t e d . T h e j o b t h a t ' s 
b e e n d o n e in b u i l d i n g a v e r y a t t r a c t i v e , 
finely t u r f e d c o u r s e on the a p p a r e n t l y un-
p r o m i s i n g land f o r g o l f a r o u n d W i c k e n b u r g 
Ind i ca t es t h a t w i t h g o o d m e n a n d w a t e r a 
g o o d g o l f c o u r s e can be ins ta l l ed a l m o s t 
a n y w h e r e . 

STEERS THE DRIVE 

It's On The House 
By T O M R E A M 

Mgr., Westmoreland CC 

Thar* i i no i u b i l i M « for expedient*, if that 
• K p t r i t n n hot been along practical I met. 

e. * e 
Know rhe mental reaction of your member* ond 

you ton judge whot to do when on emergency 
occurs, 

a a a 
The first ton liberation in ony and every tlub 

It claanlinaat, 
a a * 

When a crew hoi confidence in the boss, hit 
presence it o steadying element; when It hot 
not, he'd better itoy away from the rush when 
it's happening. 

a * a 
To be up-to-date in club operation one must 

be continually adjusting to meet new conditions. 
* • a 

Electricity translated into light, heat, power and 
communications is the clubs' most useful servant. 

• a a 
Notwithstanding the many mechanical services 

in modern club operation, the moat Important in-
strument i i eye service. 

VICTORY HILLS 
f e e 

COLFCOURSE 

When you wont something, you have to go 
and get it. But you hove to go with tomething in 
your hand. If you can't deliver the goods, don't 
ad vert i to them. 

• • • 

A note to oil club employees—good tervice 
mutt be forthcoming if tolar i t t are to be forth-
coming. 

--.Woer ptioto 
Art Hell's Victory Hi l l fee course it made eesy 
to find by (hit ettrective sign in colors, located 
where the road to Victory Hills joins the main 
traffic artery out of Kansas City, Ks. The l ign 
always is kept in bright condition. That's a tip 
to other fee course operators whose signs often 
are battered and have faded paint. Possible 
customers, seeing such signs, may think the courses 

also ere run-down. 

Current advice to people In the tlub bwtinessi 
If you can'l be very smart, at least be very pleasant, 

* a a 
With oil our otmosphara making, l e f t net 

neglect the atmatphera which only a cheery 
greeting to the members makes. 

a a a 
A pood club—one in which a member or guest 

it a long way from ham* ond isn't conscious 
ot the fs t l . 

a a a 
liquor will ba an attraction ot your club if H 

it an attractive place in which to drink It. 

W E S T E R N J U N I O R AT N O T R E D A M E 

G o l f ' s o l des t t e e n - a g e c o m p e t i t i o n t h e 
W e s t e r n Go l f A s s o c i a t i o n ' s Jun i o r C h a m -
p i o n s h i p - - w i l l h a v e i t s 33rd r e n e w a l th i s 
s u m m e r a t t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f N o t r e D a m e 
J u n e 20-23, D e a n L i n d , R o c k f o r d f i l l . ) 
y o u t h w h o w o n t h e t i t l e l a s t y e a r w i l l be 
a t t e m p t i n g t o r e t a i n h i s c r o w n In t h e f a c e 
o f a t r ad i t i on t h a t has seen o n l y t w o p l a y -
e r s w i n In success i v e y ea r s , Ben D o w n i n g 
o f L o u i s i a n a S t a t e w o n in 1940 a n d re-
p e a t e d in 1941 a n d F r e d Haas , Jr., t u r n e d 
t h e t r i c k In 1934 a n d 1935. 

It's tha opportunities it afford* for doing gsod 
de*dt that makt t the club business tuth a 
gratifying on* to be in. 

* * a 
Don't le f t fool ourselves, members soon sent* 

thot they ore in a club in which tha employees 
moke critical comments about Ihem. 

a a a 

In club business the trouble lies in making on 
attempt W * thould make ten or a hundred 
of them. 

Every club that food con save food 


