
l a r i t y o f go l f , the fu ture of the gol f equip-
ment Industry, the fu ture of the go l f pro-
fession hinges on whether or not w e can 
teach the novice to play go l f . 

N o w f o r the N o . 3 f a c t o r in go l f in-
struction. 

" J U D G M E N T . " (Webs te r ' s mental 
facu l ty of deciding by the comparison of 
f ac t s and ideas.) N e v e r over-prescr ibe for 
the pupil. Somet imes it is better to sug-
ges t counteract ive t rea tment ra ther than 
a cure a l though this wil l at somet imes 
not seem the honest thing to do. Know 
your pupil. Judge his capabil i t ies and never 
burden him with more change than he can 
handle w i th regard to his t ime and money. 
Whenever a pupil has money and time 
enough to fo l l ow through with a p rog ram 
of instruction set up by the pro and the 
pupil is w i l l ing to make the sacrif ice, then 
and then only should the pro prescribe 
radical change in the pupil 's style. I f the 
pupil is l imited by time, apply first aid 
only and l eave m a j o r surgery Cor those 
who can spend aome t ime in the hospital 
w i th the Doc. 

Thus three important f ac to rs in gol f 
instruction a r e : plain language, sound 
logic to back up points, and shrewd judg-
ment. A N D ! The number one point of 
the go l f sw ing as stated above : Star t the 
downswing with the mass of the l ower 
body. Impress on the pupil that he must 
not start the downswing with the a rms 
o r the hands. A t a range where we have 
to g e t results quick that 's what w e tell 
them and it works . 
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There are t w o f a c t o r s o f ma j o r Import-
ance fac ing the greenkeeper In the main-
tenance of n ew turf the first season. 
Over look ing e i ther o f these two fac to rs 
wi l l mean certa in fa i lure to make ex-
pected progress In the new course condi-
tion. 

F i rs t of these two factors, and by f a r 
the moat Important , is h eavy f a i r w a y 
fer t i l i zat ion. 

A s a rule the soil on newly constructed 
courses is at an ex t r eme l y l ow level of 
f er t i l i ty . The plant food f o r a new crop 
of turf is s imply not there, and must be 
added 

The turf wi l l s tar t out thin and open 
and wi l l s tay that w a y throughout the 
season if not f ed heavi ly . 

I f the season happens to be a dry one 
and there is no Irr igat ion, the young turf 
w i l l suf fer f a r more than an older and 
more establ ished one and a t the end of the 
g r o w i n g season w i l l be more open and 

thinner than at the beg inning of the sea-
son. B lame f o r a skinny turf condition 
the first season can be laid ent i re ly to 
drought . Heav i l y f ed turf w i l l be able to 
withstand drought and wi l l be g row ing 
fast , thickening up and closing In all 
throughout the g row ing season. 

By heavy fert i l i zat ion the first season 
we mean something equivalent to this: 
Appl icat ion of 200 pounds of Ca l -N i t ro 
per acre as soon aa the f rost is out o f the 
ground in the spring. Th i s application 
fo l lowed by 800 pounds of M l lo rgan i t e the 
llrst part of May . The first part of Sept., 
1800 pounds of M i lo rgan i t e per acre. 

The second of the two fac to rs whi le not 
having such quick react ion as the f a i rway 
feeding, in the long run is of equal Im-
portance. And this fac tor Is green drain-
age, sub-surface. 

The ent ire green maintenance program 
must be governed by the manner in which 
the new greens drain. If the greens drain 
wel l and dry out quickly a f t e r heavy 
rains there are no problems and present 
standard practices of putt ing green main-
tenance procedure wi l l produce ve ry satis-
f a c t o r y results. 

Howeve r If the greens do not drain well 
and s tay wet too long a f t e r rains the 
maintenance pract ices wi l l have to v a r y 
considerably f rom those of well-drained 
greens. For Instance: E v e r y a t tempt 
must be made to keep this t ype of green 
ve ry much on the dry side. Th is means 
not using a sprinkler. A vo i d the danger 
of g e t t ing the greens too we t . Th i s means 
ear ly morn ing hand sy r ing ing s imply to 
wash off dew. This wi l l d r y the greens 
sooner than pol ing them. 

This also wil l mean later morning 
mowing so that the mowers are t rave l ing 
on a d rye r sur face w i th f a r better and 
c leaner cut t ing and fa r less compact ion. 

W i th these expensive precautions a hot 
wet summer m a y probably wreck this 
t ype o f green and this situation should be 
fu l ly explained to the greens commit tee 
so that the only answer, that o f tile or 
per fo ra ted pipe sub-drainage, be Installed 
as soon as possible. 

I t would be wel l not to make the 
serious mistake o f thinking In terms of 
sur face cul t ivat ion (aer i f icat ion, addition 
of porous mater ia l , e t c . ! as the answer or 
even part of the answer to this problem 
of sub-drainage. N o amount of sur face 
improvement in the w a y o f soil texture, 
aeri f icat ion and the like wi l l change that 
basic f au l t of the sub-surface wa te r not 
mov ing out of the green f r ee l y . 

If the greenkeeper in the first year of 
the new course attends to these matters 
of heavy fer t i l i zat ion and g reens dra inage 
in a sound manner, the go l f course wil l 
surely be on the road to success f o r these 
are the fundamenta ls . 
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