
Siie of classes Is l im i t ed only by the physical capac i t y of the various Park Fieldhouses in which schools 
are held. New locat ions are selected each year t o assure Ch icagoans of an o p p o r t u n i t y to a t t end . Por t 
records show some students are no t d ismayed by d is tances—have t rave led ten miles or more to a t t end . 

Public Hails Chicago Park's 
Free Winter Golf Schools 

By BEN CHLEVIN 

February and March are cold windy 
months in Chicago and often there's snow 
— just enough to make any venture out 
into the weather a matter For deep and 
careful deliberation. Yet, this is the time 
of year when many residents of the city 
bundle themselves up warmly oil certain 
evenings during the week and head for 
the local Park fieldhouse — with a golf 
club or two tucked firmly under one arm! 

It is not unusual to see a group of teen-
agers riding the street cars, carrying goif 
clubs in the evening. The sight of a 
dignified elderly couple trudging through 
the snow and slush — with the gentleman 
carrying the clubs — arouses no comment. 
You might see a young father sheltering a 
tiny bundle from the wind — as his wife 
brings up the rear — carrying the inevitable 
golf clubs. Tax i drivers discharging busi-
nessmen at the door of a Park District 
fieldhouse at this time of year will auto-
matically help their fares retrieve the steel 
shafted clubs from the dim interiors of 
their cabs. 

Fantastic? Not to one thousand Chica-
coans, of both sexes and of all ages and 
walks of life. These arc the young and not 
so young hopefuls who annually congregate 
in Park Fieldhouse auditoriums and gym-
nasiums all over Chicago to learn the 
fundamentals of golf as taught by Packey 
Walsh, golf professional and supervisor of 
golf for the Chicago Park District. High-
pressure promotion? Not at all. This has 
been going on — every winter ~ since 
Walsh returned frotn service, with classes 
getting bigger every year. Same people? 
Some, maybe. Mostly friends of the friends 
of the friends of people who attended the 
1945 sessions. And they've got friends too! 

How do these people get that way? What 
is the attraction that drags these people 
from hearth and home to a gymnasium for 
a club-swingitig session at a time of year 
when the sane golfer is still boasting of 
last year's feats on the fairways? Most of 
them come to get information about golf 
that they can get nowhere else. Ordinarily, 



Q u e s t i o n a n d answer " c l i n i c s " last near ly as l ong as t h e classes. H e r e eve ry s t u d e n t is f r e e t o " a i r " his 
pe rsona l g o l f p r o b l e m s . These may range f r o m t h e t y p e of c l o t h i n g most sensib le on t h e f a i r w a y s t o 
w h e t h e r a g o l f g l ove rea l l y he lps or no t . b u t regard less o f i m p o r t a n c e e a c h is g i v e n c o m p l e t e a t t e n t i o n . 

the majority would never come in con-
tact with a golf professional — and this is 
their opportunity to get top instruction. 
Others are drawn by Walsh's reputation.* 
Regardless of the reason for their first visit, 
they all return for each session of the course 
— and leave reluctantly at the end. 

Experienced Pro Conceives Plan 
T h e idea for the Chicago Park District 

Free Winter Golf Schools took shape long 
before 1945. Park Recreation officials be-
came enthusiastic over a plan presented to 
them in 1942 by Packey Walsh, who then 
—as now—was in charge of the four Park 
goll courscs and all Park activities relating 
to golf. Packey had nearly twenty five 
years of experience in group teaching — 
including two years at George Williams 
College, where he taught future golf teach-
ers. This particularly difficult phase of 
teaching a game as individual as golf has 

always fascinated him and he spent much 
time working on techniques that would be 
effective in teaching sizable groups in the 
Park District's fieldhouses. Before his plan 
could be put into effect Walsh left for 
service with the Infantry in the Pacific 
and the school idea was shelved. Upon 
his return in the fall of 1945 he again aired 
his idea for a free, indoor golf school for 
the general public and Park executives 
started the machinery going to put the 
plan into operation. 

Today, after four years of successful op-
eration, the Chicago Park District Free 
Winter Indoor Golf Schools have taken on 
a definite pattern. Preparations for each 
series of classes are made months before 
the schools open. Three locations are care-
fully selcctcd, one on the north, one on the 
west and one on the south side of the City, 
at Park District fieldhouses that are easily 

• E d i t o r ' s N o t e : P a c k e y ( P a t r i c k .1.) W a l s h is the younges t of the f o u r W a l s h bro thers o f 
go l f i ng W h e n !> y e a r s old he began caddy ing at Ch i cago ' s B e v e r l y C o u n t r y C lub w h e r e he dis-
cove red his real a im In l i f e — to learn as much about go l f as possible — and to t each the game . 

blight. y e a r s ' l a t e r he became club m a k e r and ass is tant pro fess iona l to E d d y l .oos. then pro-
fess ional a t Heve r i y . S ince that t ime P a c k e y has been assoc ia ted w i t h : clubs all o v e r the 
M idd l e w e e t. In Omaha . N e b r a s k a . D e s Moines , I owa and in ( a n d around } Ch icago . 

H e has been a m e m b e r of the P ro f ess i ona l Go l f e r s Assoc i a t i on o f A m e r i c a f o r t w e n t y of his 
t w e n t y - f i v e years in go l f . 

P a c k e y Joined the recreat ion sta f f o f the C h i c a g o Pa rk Dis t r i c t in IMS. In his present 
capac i t y of Gol f Superv i so r he is responsible f o r the operat ion of the P a r k D i s t r i c t ' s f our go l f 
courses, in L inco ln , Columbus, Jackson and M a r q u e t t e Parks . H e superv ises the va r i ous go l f 
touriuunervts held on these P a r k D is t r i c t go l f courses eaci i y ea r . 

M o r e recent ly , he has been in comp l e t e charge of o rgan i za t i on and instruct ion of the Ch icago 
P a r k Dis t r i c t F r e e W i n t e r Go l f Schools which w e r e inst i tuted by the P a r k D is t r i c t upon P a c k e y ' s 
re turn f r om over 'I y e a r s of s e r v i c e w i t h the i n f an t r y dur ing the last war . 



reached by public transportation and which 
are equipped with the facilities and space 
required. A schedule of Classes is set up, 
and the Park District publicity off ice goes 
to work on the projcct. Every possible 
media for carrying information is used; 
radio, newspapers-both local and metro-
politan. television, industrial house organs, 
posters, etc. This release o£ information on 
the Golf Schools is timed to break a few 
weeks before the opening of the schools 

t h e r e Is no res t r i c t ion on sex, age or economic 
s tand ing in the Park District Free G o l f Schools. 
Packey's students [as can be seen above ] Inc lude 
g randmothers , bobby-soxers, banters, t ruck drivers, 
housewives, e tc . W h e n baby-s i t ters are scarce, mom 
br ings and watches the b a b y f r om the sidel ines. 

so that by the time opening date rolls 
around, registration is complete. 

As to the instruction itself, how can you 
teach an absolute beginner anything about 
golf tn four lessons — especially when your 
attention must be divided between him and 
forty or f i fty other beginners in the same 
class? If you accused Packey Walsh of 
being a practical and practicing psycholo-
gist, he would merely look blankly at you 
and politely wait for the punch line. T h e 
fact remains, he knows people and how to 
reach them where they live. It's this ability 
— applied on a mass scale that is the real 
secret of the Park District Coi f Schools' suc-
cess. 

Walsh's plan of instruction is built 
around a single principle: simplicity. He 
does not complicate his explanations and 
demonstrations with long-drawn out theor-
ies. He avoids the use of technical terms 
in class. H e uses simple words and expres-
sions — understandable to the sc hook hi Id, 
the housewife, the plumber and the busi-
nessman alike. H e limits instruction to 
cover only the basic positions and move-

ments that will produce a sound golf 
swing — and he hammers these points home 
until the class adopts each one as a per-
sonal habit. 

Each class is conducted by Packey per-
sonally, His technique is so carefully 
worked out and the various points of in-
struction are so closely knit together — 
that he brooks no interruption during 
the regular class session. T h e only 
voice in the room during the class 
period is his own. Everyone stands, 
ready to assume the various positions as 
Walsh explains and demonstrates them. 
Packey himself is constantly on the prowl 
throughout the room, giving everyone an 
opportunity to see every detail of his dem-
onstration clearly and at close range, and 
he personally checks each pupil during 
the class for position. 

A t the end of each session pupils arc en-
couraged to ask questions. Questions con-
cerning a phase of instruction yet to be 
covered in some future session are shelved. 
All others are answered completely, graph-
ically and — most important — to the 
questioner's complete satisfaction. These 
question and answer "clinics" are one of 
the most popular features of the Schools 
and often last a half-hour or more. 

At the close of the fourth and last class 
of each school, every member -of the class 
receives a mimeographed outline of the 
points to remember in practicing on his 
own. Th is outline is simple and direct, 
and — like Packey's delivery during class 
—contains no confusing terms or catch-
phrases to muddle the student. 

Class Method* Make School 

Probably the greatest single reason for 
the constantly growing popularity of the 
Chicago Park District Free Winter Indoor 
Gol f Schools is the Packey Walsh personal-
ity. He has developed a frank technique 
in handling ilis students — and they love 
it. His frankness is not brutal, however. He 
is blunt and direct; straightens the class out 
at the very outset by telling them that 
they're all there to learn and not to waste 
time; that any interruption is a selfish in-
fringement on the rights of the class as a 
whole; that if anyone present thinks he's 
got a better answer to the golf problems 
being considered — let him produce his 
PGA card and go to work. A t this point 
everyone glares around at his fel low pupils 
and it is a brave character who opens his 
yap thereafter without invitation! 



PUBLIC HAILS C H I C A G O 
(Continued from page 64) 

Are the Schools successful? Ask any one 
of the four thousand golfers in and around 
Chicago who have been exposed to them 
and the answer will be the same — yes. Can 
they last? Ask the people who keep writ-

ing or calling into the Chicago Park 
District administration bui lding all year 
round — want ing to know when the next 
Free Golf Schools will start! Can Walsh 
stand the pace? Right now he wishes he 
were a platoon in number so that he could 
take care of all the people who clamor to 
get into the schools every year! 

TRACTOR MAINTENANCE TIME CHART 
The fo l l ow ing maintenance points apply to most types of go l f course 

automot ive equipment. Deta i ls omitted are not to be overlooked. The periods 
suggested for checking and servic ing are based on ave rage gol f course equip-
ment under normal operation. Blank spaces are provided f o r filling in addi-
t ional points. 

DAILY 
. . . or e v e r y 10 hours — 
C H E C K — Serv ice if necessary 

•Crankcase oil level 
Crankcase breather cap 
Rad ia tor wa te r level 
A i r Cleaners ( t rac tors ) 
Fuel supply 

• •Pressure fittings, grease cups, and 
oi l ing 

* * * 

WEEKLY 
60 hours or every 1,100 miles 
C H E C K — S e r v i c e if necessary 

T i r e Pressure 
Ba t t e ry 

'Transmiss ion level 
* Di f ferent ia l level 
*F lnal drive level 
•Steer ing gear level 

A i r cleaners 
Fuel strainer of filter 
Fue l sediment bowl 

* * * 

MONTHLY 
250 hours or every i>,000 miles 
C H E C K — S e r v i c e if necessary 
Crankcase vent i lator 
Oil filter 
Distr ibutor points 
Spark plugs 
Fan belt 
W a t e r pump packing 
Hydraul ic brake fluid level 
T i re condition 

¥ * * 

SEMI-ANNUALLY 
Seasonal or every 15,000 miles 
WHICHEVER OCCURS FIRST 
S E R V I C E 
Engine support bolts I t ighten I 
Body bolts ( t i gh t en ) 
Va lve ad justment 
Generator ( c lean) 
Starter ( c l ean ) 
Wheel hearings (packed t y p e ) 
Brake l inings and drums 
Cool ing system ( f lush) 

ANNUALLY 
O V E R H A U L - B y a competent me-
chanic -Engine, Oil Pan, Fuel Sys-
tem, P o w e r Transmission Line, 
Steer ing and Erake Connections, Hy-
draulic Systems, Springs and Shock 
Absorbers. 

* * * 

MAINTENANCE: REMINDERS 
In addition to the checking and serv-
icing done at regular intervals, the 
operator of go l f course machinery 
should be constantly on the watch 
for any unusual conditions as listed 
below: 

Leaks oil, fuel , wa te r 
Improper action of brakes 
Steer ing g e a r play 
Unusual engine noises 
F rayed w i r ing 
Improper clutch action 
Loose nuts and connections 
Poor s tar ter action 
Drop in charge rate ( ammete r ) 
Drop in oil press\tre (oi l g auge ) 
High engine temperature 

( temp, g a u g e ) 
De fec t i ve l ights and horn 
Poo r windshield w iper action 
Broken spr ings 
Loose fuel tank supports 
De fec t i ve governor 

* * * 

•Crankcase, transmissions, di f feren-
tia), final dr i ve and other gear 
cases should he drained and refil led 
at periods recommended in manu-
facturer 's instructions. The condi-
tions under which golf course ma-
chinery is operated determine the 
period of t ime a lubricant should 
be used. 

• •Fo l l ow manufacturer ' s recommen-
dations f o r serv ic ing lubrication 
points, 

—So cony Vacuum Oil Co., Inc. 


