Fresh Meadow's New Plant
One of World's Finest

By JOHN BRENNAN

I'he finishing touches are being applied
to swank Fresh Meadow Country Club in
Great Neck, L. L, that will make it one
of the truly superb goll plants of the
world. In fact, so much money has been
poured into the former Lakeville G&RCC
since its founding back in the lush days
of 1925 that Fresh Meadow officials, with
out fear of contradiction, insist the club
l(‘pl('wn(\ more investment than any other
on the globe.

Since the predepression days when Na
than S. Jonas, Frederick Russell, George
J. Atell, H. A. Harris, Sam Harris, Harry
L. Hass, Henry Heckel, Berrian P. Posen
er and dozens of other prominent New
Yorkers launched the magnificent Lake-
ville organization, the property has under-
gone several changes in ownership, with
resultant free spending on improvements
and changes.

Lakeville, as a club, was a depression
casualty, the land passing on to the Pru-
dence company, which held the mortgage.
Prudence leased the 200-acre tract that
sprawls majestically through Lake Success,
home of _the United Nations; Great Neck
and Manhasset on Long Island’s enormous

Gold Coast, to the Queens Valley GC when
that organization sold its property adjoin-
ing the old New York World's Fair a dec-
ade ago.

I'he Queens Valley group folded after
operating Lakeville a couple of years and
during the war, Glen Oaks GC, which lost
its big clubhouse to Uncle Sam for prob-
ing into electronics and the secrets ol the
atomic bomb, leased the property for three
years. Glen Oaks’ course was operated on
a public basis to keep it in condition dur-
ing the war emergency.

As the Glen Oaks members were pack-
ing to return to the own clubhouse, less
than a mile away, Fresh Meadow, then
located in Flushing, accepted a bid of
$1,075,000 from the New York Life Insur-

ance company for its splendid 140-acre
layout which was the setting for several
of the Goodall round-robins, the 1930

National PGA won by Tommy Armour
and the 1932 United States Open won by
Gene Sarazen, then the home pro, after
he'd won the British Open a few weeks
carlier,

It was a logical step when Fresh Meadow,
after yielding its championship course, one

Eighteenth fairway of the Fresh Meadow Course showing larger fairway trops and reconstructed
brook (in front of bunkers) with ployer trying to reach green in rear of clubhouse.
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of the linest tests in the country, moved
into Lakeville, which carried a rcasonable
price tag of $650,000. Today, the land a-
lone would bring more than twice that
amount in the real estate mart.
Over $3,000,000 Invested
The differential between the amount re-
ceived from New York Life and the price
paid Prudence, plus many more thousands,
have been invested in the beautifying and
improving of the former Lakeville layout.
In round figures, Al Ciuci, the home pro
who is beginning his 25th year with Fresh

Portion of Al Ciuci’s modernized pro shop ot

Fresh Meadow, one of the largest in the country.

Left to right are Al, Floyd, Henry ond Lester
Rice, golf oracle and golfer.

Meadow, estimates that the Great Neck
course and appurtenances represent in-
vestments of between $3,000,000 and $5,
000,000,

“Our aim, since moving up from Flushing,
has been to transform Lakeville into some-
thing better than our old Fresh Meadow
course, if such a thing is possible,” Ciuci
said the other day in revealing the club’s
intention of becoming a mecca of cham-
pionships. “We'll have a stiff 7,000 yd.
course of championship specifications be-
fore we're through here and we hope to
have big tournaments every season.”

“At Flushing, as you know,” continued
Al, “Fresh Meadow became known through-
out the world for the big tournaments.
We'll probably be host again to the Good-
all, which Elmer Ward used to run at
Flushing every spring. Then, we hope to
bring in an annual invitation with the 50
outstanding pros and amateurs of the
country. Of course, the national open and
amateur will be received, in the event the
USGA wants us to be host to them. We,
too, would like to put on some of the
major women'’s tournaments.”

Fresh Meadow, principally because of its
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major facelifting job, supervised by Ciuci
and his boss of a quartet-century, Al Aren-
son, current president, Has been reluctant
to sponsor any major tougnaments. A few
sectional alffairs, such as the . Rehabilitation
Fund matches, promoted jo¥mtly by the
LIPGA, the LIGA and WLIGA which
raised $3.500 last autumn, were heldd.

Arenson and Ciuci have been closel# asso-
ciated through the years, the former.wa
printing house owner, having been chairsa
ing for 23 seasons before ascending to the Ty
presidential chair. He yielded the green
job to Phil Leff after being named head
of the club, but Al continues to work with
Al and Phil. “How can he get along with
the guy with so much experience,” Leff
said shrugging his shoulders the other day.

Fresh Meadow, today’s product, that is,
is the complete realization of Arenson's
dream of a beautiful country club. In addi
tion to a rolling paradise of 18 goll holes,
Fresh Meadow has one of the largest club-
houses in the country, completely renov-
ated and refurbished at great expchse; an
outdoor natatorium with cabanas and other
trimmings: tennis courts, bridle paths and
other features not usually incorporated in
clubs.  The kitchen was outmoded, so
Fresh Meadow decided to completely make
over the facilities in stainless steel at a
cost in six figures.

600 Active Members

Fresh Meadow has a waiting list and has
an active roster of 600 members, including
women and juniors. Lakeville was de
signed for a membership of 300, which
meant that additional lockers had to be
provided in both men’s and women's quar-
ters.

“One of our major changes here is in
the greens,” said Ciuci. “Lakeville was
always known for the different type of its
greens.  The top players were unable to
solve them, at all. They were of the Wash-
ington stolon type and in cutting them the
course crew used to mow the same way for
VOArs. ‘

“I got an idea while down at Normandy
Isle in Florida, where the greenkeeper used
to work against the grain of the greens in
cutting them. Why not try it on the Fresh
Meadow greens, I thought. Well, it was a
risky experiment, but it worked out well
and now we have greens, alter two years
ol trying to emulate the Normandy Isle
expert, that won't prove enigmas to the
experts.  They are smooth as a Chinese
rug. Gene Carazen, who used to be pro

(comtinned on page 89)
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Organize Pam Barton Days
Women golfers of the US headed by
Miss Margaret Curtis, 28 Mt Vernon St.,
Boston, Mass., are organizing Pam Barton
days at clubs all over the country to rais

money to ll('lp Ladies' Goll Umon ol
Great Britain send its women's team to
the US in 1950 lor the international com

petition begun in 1932, A ot of men
golfers are sharing in the enterprise. Miss
Barton won the US and Britsh women's
utles in 1986 and the British
again in 1939. She got mto the war right
at the start, became a pilot in the WAAF
and was killed in 1943, She
kid and a great goller. A memorial to her
ought to have every woman and man golfer
in the US who prizes sportsmanship, par-
ticipating. The Lefthanders’ national as
soctation already has chipped in.  Pros
should write Miss Curtis for information
on Pam Barton days and pass this informa
tion along to heads ol their women's goll

women’'s

was a sweel

committees

Indiana Pros Meet April 4

Indiana PGA will have its annual busi
ness conference and mecting at Indian
apolis, April 4. Pros from southern Ohio
and Kentucky being invited
sit in on the educational sessions.

also are 1o

FRESH MEADOW’'S NEW PLANT

(continned from page 52)

here, tried them recently and couldn’t get
over the transition.”

Lakeville, an offshoot of the historic
Sound View GC in Great Neck, a rendez
vous for Broadway's stage folk, had limited
facilities for parking. “That, of course,
posed a problem for Fresh Meadow with
its intent of bringing in major champion-
ships. To solve that one, Fresh Meadow
had to bring in bulldozers and other equip-
ment to dig into the hill alongside the
seventh hole.  The result is that a stream
lined parking space Tor several hundred
cars lies within easy walking distance of

IDEAL SPORT GIFT or PRIZE!

Perpetual Calendar

W rite jor New Catalog

Edwin W. Lane Co.

2 W. Randolph, Chicage
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HELPS YOU SELL

WHITEWATER
SPORTS JACKETS
AND RAINSUITS

They're packed with that Influence

features
golfers—smart design, exquisite tailoring, feath-

er weight, snug comfort with free action
WHITEWATER Reversible All-Weather Jackets,
FORTISAN Featherweight 3-piece Rainsuits,
Two-Toned Reversible Jackets—in Impregnole
Poplin, Zelan-Finish Poplin, plastic and eother
popular materials—they're all yours to stock . . .
vours to sell at & handsome profit. Sizes and
styles for men and women. It will pay you te
write for the complete details.

IHlustrated — No. 160X PLASTIC JACKET

NEW “METALLIC" FINISH, $2.75 each,

WHITEWATER GOLF TOGS

Distributed Exelusively by

HOWARD SCOGGINS GOLF CO.

DUNEDIN, FLORIDA

TIRE
TEE
MATS

36"x60"

THE FINEST THING IN TEE MATS

The mot with o detachoble and reploceable
tee off section. These mats are easily hondled
by one man. They come in 3 sizes.

36" x 60" $17.50 46" x 60" $22.50
42" x 60"  $20.50 F.OB. Ashland
25% Deposit with order.
Balance C, O, D,

Write for information and illusiration to

ASHLAND RUBBER DOOR MAT CO,
632 MADISON ST,  ASHLAND, OHIO
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A McGraw-Hill Film
The Nine Bad Shots of Golf
—and what to do about them

Did you know that all the faults thot
plague o golfer's game can be traced to
just NINE bad shots? In this 16mm sound
motion picture, pro Jim Daonte demon-
strates the right way to eliminate the
wrong shots,

A special photographic technique, com-
bining straight action shots, slow motion,
ond “freeze’” frames, enables the audience
to discover just where each fault lies.
Then by following Dante’s “‘don‘t-do-this"’
teaching method, each one can be syste-
matically eliminated.

“The Nine Bad Shots of Golf”’ runs obout
10 minutes, and is available in black and
white ot $40.00, and in color at $85.00,

Write us for further information.

McGraw-Hill Book Co.
Text-Film Department
330 West 42nd Street

New York 18, N.Y.

M SHILL

nT00LSAND

\

Valuable around pro
shop and for clubhouse
repairs.

There's only one
genuine Handee,

Smooth, steady power
at your fingertips to
grind, drill, polish,
rout, engrave, cuf,
carve, sand, saw, etc.

manoee V337U I

The efficiant Handee works on metal, alloy, plas-
fic, wood, horn, bone, glass, etc. 25,000 r.p.m.
AC or DC. Easy to handle. Weighs only 12 oxs,

GET THE HANDEE KIT. A handsome, all-steel case
with Handea Tool and a complete sssortment of 40
accessories. Complete, $27.50. Handes only, with 7
sccessories, $20.50. Get It at stores everywhere, |f
they can't supply you we'll send it postpaid. Satisfac-
tion Guaranteed! Free — New 52-page Manwol.

CHICAGO WHEEL & MFG, CO.
1101 W. Monroe St., Dept. &, Chicago 7, Il
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| the rambling Colonial clubhouse, The
‘ original parking area, back of the practice
putting green in front of the clubhouse,
‘ has been enlarged to accommodate several
hundred more cars. There are other areas
| where cars may be parked these big tourna
| ments.

I'he major changes in the course include
new rear tees, additional [airway bunkers
to accent the gorgeous greens and, of
course, to penalize weak approach shots
remodeling of all traps and bunkers to
better define them and to fashion a num
ber of bottleneck greens.

Three Sets of Tees

“Although we have been striving to pro-
duce a real championship test, we, paradox-
ically, are designing a layout that will be
suitable to the average club member,” de
clared Ciuci. “We have three sets of tees
at most of the holes. We can give them
a course ol 6500 veards, one ol 6,800 or
| one of better than 7,000,

“When we came here, the course wasn't
in tip-top shape, but the fine foundation
ol the layout, provided by the original
owners, helped us immenscly.  Lakeville
had the best that money could buy and
money was no object in those days, Mr.,
Jonas and his assoctates dumped more than
S2,000,000 into creating Lakeville, Tt was
natural, I suppose, that while the club was
under the management of Prudence that
budgets were held down and the course
was slightly starved. But, as 1 said, the
original materials were of the best. That
wis a lactor in our favor when we at
tempted 1o restore the course to its pristine
beauty."

One of the improvements most appreci-
ated by the Fresh Meadow members on a
hot, humid day is eight drinking fountains,
strategically distributed over the big course,
Some of the holes have been lengthened

GOLF CLUBS BUILY
FOR A PURPGSE. ..
NOT JUST MADE TO SELL

ALLIED GOLF CORP.

4528 West Fullorton Avenve
CHICAGO 39 « ILLINOIS
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as much as 75 yards. The fourth, for
example, has been toughened with a new
rear tee that pushes the players back ex-
actly 65 yards, Trees have been planted
all over the tree-laden landscape. The fifth
has been given a new tee 75 vards back.

I'he third and sixth fairways were a bit
oo close for safety, so Ciuci e¢liminated
the danger of a player being hit by an e
rant ball by making a slight elbow in the
sixth. At the seventh, Al constructed
another rear tee, changed the traps to bet
ter define the handsome, generous green.

An exception was made at the 1lth,
where a tee was built in front of the old
one. Ciuci felt it was a bit oo severe for
the runof-the-mill player. At the 12th,
two new traps were constructed to the
right of the green. The 13th, where the
green used to be guarded by a couple of
traps in front, now olfers a bottleneck
hole, with the traps eliminated in front of
the green. The hole also has a new tee.

At the 14th, a gully has been eliminated,
but traps have been installed both to the
left and right of the green. The 15th has
been shortened from 239 yards to an even
200, with a triple terraced green, The
17th green is now a bottleneck,

I'he brook bisecting the 18th [airway
has been widened and rebuilt and the fair
way bunkers in {ront of the green made
bigger, principally to beautily the hole.

“By the time the robins begin to appear |
again, we'll have Fresh Meadow in a class
with the better courses of the world,” pre-
dicted Ciuci. “We might possibly have some |
thing that eclipses any of them.”

Ciuci, who broke Sarazen into goll as his
assistant at old Weatogue CC in Stratford,
Conn., starited His career in 1918. He
served in the army during World War I,
then returned to Weatogue, which changed
its moniker to Mill River.

SNOW-PROOF | % |

Get your share of the profit-
able SNOW-IFROOF business,
Nationally advertised. Water-
proofs, reconditions f:o" shoes,
wolf bags, elo tops  dry
rot. Provents mildew, Odor-
lngs, colorless, not sticky. Sold
only in Rismark Brown cans
Retails st 3% ox. 80¢, 1 1
$1.00, & iha $4.00. Money-
back guarantee. Descriptive
folder and ssmple can sent
FREE on request
Dept. 13
THE SNOW PROOF CO.

Livonia, N. Y,
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POWERFUL
FUN TO RUN

SILENT Patents spplied for
EASY TOD OPERATE
@ Player or Caddy sperated
® Carries Bags & Clubs for | 1o & players.
® Used by the Ladies toe
Write For Catalog

GOFORE MFG. CO.
P.0.Box 17} Minneapolis, Minn

STILL Building...

the finest and
most beautiful

Miniature Golf Courses

in the Country

“one of America’s most
popular outdoor sports”

! -
“people like to play on
an ARLAND Course”

ARLAND
ENGINEERING & CONSTRUCTION

ARENAS . . SPORT FIELDS
PLAY AREAS .. SWIMMING POOLS
GOLF DRIVING RANGES

444 Brooklyn Ave., New Hyde Park, N, Y,
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GOLF rﬁ:g'yscus

Write direct
to headquarters

GOLF TEE CO.

Amsterdam, N. Y.

GOLF BALLS & EQUIPMENT

NORTHERN HAS A COMPLETE STOCK OF:
GOLF BALLS,
CLUBS, MATS,
PUTTERS, TEES,

ETC. FOR DRIVING

RANGE & MINIA-
TURE COURSE
Write for 1949 Prices

NORTHERN BALL CO.
3441 N. Claremont Ave,, Chicago 18, Il

He went with Sarazen to Briarcliff in
1922 and both quit to take over the pro
\hnl) at Fresh Meadow in 1925 when Ben
jamin J. Ribman and a group of Brooklyn-

ites founded the club in the wilds of
Flushing.
\ssociated with Al in the pro shop at

and
SuC

Fresh Meadow are his brothers, Henry
Floyd, both of whom incidentally,
ceeded him at Mill River.

Belore the Ciuci regime at old Lakeville,
prominent pros have been in attendance
MacDonald Smith was the first pro at Lake

ville, then came Sarazen, Charlie Lacey,
Jimmy Hines and Spencer Murphy, the
latter during the Glen Oaks stay at Lake
ville.

In addition to Arenson, the officers of
Fresh Meadow are: Samuel R, Parnes,
VP; Alvin S. Rosenson, sec.; Samuel S.
Strisik, treas. and Emil N. Baar, chairman
of the board. Ribman, first president, is

a member of the board along with Harry
Zaitz and Sol Sussman. John Frumes is
nspmmhh in a large measure for the
improvements in the vicinity of the pool.

BINGO
OBDOE @
ﬂ{ﬂwa@
ﬁ)ﬂﬁﬂ

FINGER-TIP
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Sprays and Mows in
One Operation

conducted during
Dow Chemical

I ests
vears by

the past two
agronomist Keith
Barrons showed that the application of
three pints per acre Esteron 44 gave
excellent weed control when applied while

mowing.
ly gave

Doing
three

the two jobs simultaneous
distinct
| ing them separately:

advantages over do

NOW play Binge the sasy way st your
Club with these new “‘Finger-Tip" Bingo
Cards. Sliding windows do away with locse
markers which become a nuisance, *'Finger-
Tip" Binge Cards ean bo held In hand
or lap, thus eliminating the use of tables
It table space is at a premium. Cards
ean be used over and over again, Wrile
today fTor 8 FREE sample eard and prices,

REGAL

MANUFACTURING CO.

Dept. 6. 3714 lrving Park Rd.
CHICAGO 18, ILL.
Manufacturers of
Electric Binge Flash Boards . . Elecirie Binge Blowers
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