
Pro's "Video Instruction" 
Creates Learning Mood 

Extensive work by pros wi th motion pic-
ture instruction hasn't had results pros 
hoped for in visual education fo r the same 
reason that makes golf instruction one of 
the most diff icult of athletic instruction 
jobs—most of the pupils are too old to be 
muscularly responsive. Mot ion picture 
coaching of football players and of other 
younger athletes has revolutionized sports 
instruction but the picture teaching revo-
lution in golf is still to come. 

A f t e r many tests by many pros, highly 
promising indications that motion pictures 
are to become nearly standard procedure 
in gol f instruction were shown for the first 
time during the P G A at Richmond, Va. 
Bill Gordon, pres., Illinois section PGA , 
exhibited motion pictures in a Video In-
structor, a projection device which permits 
the motion picture reel to be run at any 
speed and stopped for study at any point, 
and to be run backward as wel l as forward. 
This device enables the pro to hold the pu-
pil's attention on any detail of the swing 
so the pupil can compare his actual position 
with the desired correct position and make 
necessary adjustment. 

The Video Instructor can be operated in 
the pro shop or any other place without 

requiring a dark room and screen. I t is 
compact and Inexpensive and presents pic-
tures as clear as the camera takes. The 
Video Instructor-motion picture camera 
tie-up was developed by Jules Platte, pro 
at Knoll wood CC (Chicago dist.) in asso-
ciation with a member. Lou King, indus-
trial executive and low handicap gol fer. 
The equipment worked so effectively for 
P lat te and his pupils that other profession-
als in the Chicago district -in clubs and at 
driving ranges have begun to make use 
of it. Platte and King organized Sports 
Enterprises. P O Box 210, Lake Forest, 111., 
and soon found themselves in a flourish-
ing business. 

Low Prices to Pros 
Although Plat te and K ing went into the 

deal primarily as an experiment in golf In-
struction it developed into a commercial 
enterprise when they were able to make 
arrangements to secure wholesale prices 
f o r pros on needed equipment. A t the prices 
at which the motion picture camera. Video 
Instructor, and the f ew required accesso-
ries are made available to pros the whole 
outfit, less film, costs less than $225. 

This arrangement to pros means the 
probability of adding to pro department 
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Bill Go rdon , left, and Julet Plotter, right, check on film of golf swing at shown on tcreen of V ideo 
Intfruetor. Any frame of film can be s lopped end l tud ied . Film can be run forward or In reverse 

at any speed . 



Julei Platte thooh Bill Gordon ' i thot with movie camera supplied -to proi on Video Instruction plan. 

revenue some prof i t f r o m instruction pic-
ture equipment sales. 

Merchandis ing potent ia l i t ies ih more 
and in more e f f ec t i ve lessons and equipment 
sales a lready have been demonstrated con-
v inc ing ly by the Video Instructor a r range-
ment. N o t only the sound instruction basis 
of providing the " p o w e r to see ourselves 
as others see us" is made a sales and 
teaching help but the deep element of van-
i ty helps the sell ing. Peop le like to see 
themselves in pictures and especial ly l ike 
to see themselves in pictures of good go l f 
swings 

A n interest ing deve lopment of the Video 
Instructor operat ion is that of tac t fu l l y 
sel l ing new clubs to older members who 
have had the same equipment for years 
and although easi ly able to a f ford clubs 
better suited to their swings shy a w a y be-
cause they haven' t been made to real ize 
that their old equipment has been out-
g rown . Part icular ly in sell ing whippier 
shafted clubs to help the swings of older 
and muscle-bound p layers does the Video 
Instructor picture p rove e f fect ive . 

Shows Them Progress 
One of the so f t spots in motion p icture 

go l f instruction has been the g a p between 
sessions of t ak ing pictures. The incon-
venience of set t ing up a screen in a dark-
ened room made the pro and the pupil re-
luctant t o spend the t ime required f o r this 
arrangement . W i t h the Video Instructor 
the pro can show the pupil the film of his 
sw ing in the pro shop or in the clubhouse 
in a f e w minutes prior to the session on the 
tee, and wi thout any delay study the phase 
of the sw ing on which the lesson is to be 
centered. 

In study the part of the film that is to 
rece ive part icular at tent ion can be com-
pared with pictures of s tar go l f e rs at the 

same stage of the swing. The same sort of 
im i ta t i ve capac i ty that has accounted f o r 
the deve lopment of young caddies into ex-
cel lent g o l f e r s Is act ivated in the older 
student. 

The showing of the student 's film prior 
to the lesson on the tee makes it easier f o r 
the student to understand what the pro is 
t r y i ng to tell him. Consequently progress 
in instruction is accelerated and another 
film showing improvement soon can be 
made. 

I t has been the experience o f P l a t t e with 
the V ideo Instructor that it 's much easier 
to keep the interest of the pupil keen when 
concentrat ing on one impor tant detail of 
the sw ing that needs to be corrected. 

Many a pro, part icular ly the younger 
ones, has been handicapped in teaching by 
the tradit ion that a lesson must be a half 
hour long. The e f fort , mental and physical, 
of a half hour lesson o f ten is too much f o r 
the middle-aged or older man o r woman 
pupil. T o see the strain the pro switches to 
a detail of the sw ing other than that which 
he knows should be the ob jec t o f concen-
tration. 

W i th the V ideo Instructor an important 
part of the lesson t ime is interest ingly de-
voted to g e t t ing the pupil to understand 
wha t he is supposed to do and see that in 
contrast with wha t he actual ly does In one 
essential detail . Then the remainder of the 
half hour is spent on the tee w i th the 
pupil in the correct f r a m e of mind f o r co-
ordinat ing mind and muscle. 

P l a t t e says about the favorah le develop-
ment of a lesson " m o o d " which has been a 
s trong po int in successful teaching with 
the V ideo Ins t ruc tor : 

" E v e r y e f f ec t i ve gol f teacher emphasizes 
the necessity o f g e t t ing the pupil in the 



r ight mood to learn. Many go l f pupils want 
to be taught so there wi l l be little or no 
e f f o r t on their part in learning. Tha t ' s a 
fundamental d i f ference between them and 
the pros and good amsteurs who practice 
f o r hours learning. 

"Ge t t ing our pupils interested in learning 
so they ' l l co l laborate w i th their own intelli-
gence and perseverence is the b ig problem 
of pro go l f e r s in instruction. Ac tua l l y the 
crit icism of pro gol f instruction that the 
public voices is f a r more based on lack of 
success In creat ing the proper learning at-
titude than it is on the technical it ies of 
pro teaching procedure. 

" T h e P G A attent ion to teaching which 
has been advanced by the e f f o r ts of George 
Sargent , George Jacobus. Boh MacDonald, 
Harold Sampson, Joe Novak , John Budd, 
Bill Gordon and others o f f ic ia l ly on a na-
tional basis, and by many P G A members in 
their sections needs to be tied into a much 
g rea te r deve lopment in our potential pu-
pils' a t t i tude of learning. 

" W e pros need to make use of the visual 
education methods so e f f ec t i ve ly employed 
In the armed serv ices tra ining during the 
w a r to g e t the students into the most re-
cept i ve and responsive condit ion f o r learn-
ing. 

" M y experience, and that o f other pro-
fessionals, w i th the Video Instructor plan 
of gol f instruction not only shows we ' v e 
found the w a y t o create the best mood f o r 
mak ing quick and e f f ec t i ve use of com-
petent pro instruction but have opened a 
new line to pro prof i ts , " 

566,200 Top Shooting a t 
Tarn's All-Americans 

Ten day go ld rush f o r $66,200, o f which 
some is in the f o r m of legal l imit amateur 
merchandise prizes, s tar ts A u g . 5 for Tam 
O'Shanter CC 's flth annual A l l -Amer i can 
tournaments to which George M a y added 
the Wor ld Championship. 

The show wi l l open wi th the A l l - A m e r i -
can Men's Pro . A l l - Amer i c an Amateur and 
A l l -Amer i can Women ' s Open. A l l three 
divisions of the meet wil l be p layed simul-
taneously w i th winners being crowned on 
a 72-hole medal basis. 

N o qua l i f y ing rounds wi l l preva i l in any 
A l l -Amer i can tournaments this season, 
M a y states that T a m O 'Shanter wil l be 
able to accommodate all entr ies w i th part 
of the b ig field p lay ing the first round on 
Fr iday , A u g . 5 and the remain ing entrants 
shoot ing the ir first 18 holes each the fo l -
l ow ing day. 

On Sunday, Aug . 7, the l ow 125 pros, low 
40 amateurs and low 30 women f r o m the 
previous two days ' fields wi l l become eli-
g ib l e f o r the second round, 

For the first t ime since its Institution, 
the W o r l d Championship of Golf wi l l be a 

72-hole medal test embrac ing four days, 
Aug . 11-14. Wednesday . Aug . 10, has been 
reserved for the event of a top t ie in any 
o f the A l l -Amer icans . The playof f , if neces-
sary, to be a t 18 holes, medal play. 

The pros wil l be shoot ing for a total 
purse of $21,000 in the A l l -Amer i can P ro -
fessional, The v ictor 's pr ize is $3,333,00, 
runner-up takes $2,333.00 and the list is 
g raded down to $67.00 f o r 50th place. 

The amateurs wil l rece ive trophies and 
merchandise cert i f icates tota l ing $2,000.00. 

I f the champion of the women's pro and 
amateur division is a pro the prize is 
$1,200.00. The g i r ls ' pro list a gg r ega t e s 
$4,000.00, graded to I5th position, which is 
wor th $800.00. 

M a y has added a blue plate special this 
year In the s imi lar ly s ty led four-bracket 
Wor ld Championahip. The Wor ld P r o 
t it leholder wil l pocket $10,000, runner-up 
$7,000. " show " spot $5,000 down through 
17th place, which Is wor th $100.00. The 
innovation comes In the f a c t that f o rmer l y 
there was only the first place award of 
$10,000.00. 

The woman pro winner wil l rece ive 
$1,100.00, and the field wil l gun for a 
$2,100.00 total . 

Th is Is the only combine tournament of 
the year in which a name pro has a chance 
to aim f o r a possible $13,333. 

Early Figures On USGA Open 
Whi l e financial detai ls of the recent 

U S G A Open Championship a t Medlnah CC, 
Ch icago dist.. are not ye t avai lable, club 
o f f i c i a l s have the f ee l ing the dollar and 
cents outcome wil l compare f avo rab l y w i th 
f igures of the most successful of previous 
host clubs of the event. Canterbury CC, 
Cleveland. O., has held the lead over all 
other clubs In o f f i c ia l receipts f o r the 
Open. This year at Medlnah dally paid 
admissions f o r June 0th and 10th totaled 
close t o 8,000 and approx imate ly 7.200 f o r 
June 11th. In addition about 2.500 season 
t ickets were sold at $7.50 each. Jack Barns 
of Med in ah'H Open Commi t t e e est imated 
more than 4,500 cars w e r e accommodated 
in club's park ing lots the final day. Mem-
bers of the press w e r e unanimous in their 
praise of fac i l i t ies and serv ice provided 
them. 

Penn State Meet ing Dates Changed 

Annual Penn State turf meet ing dates 
have been changed. The fa l l field meet ing 
wi l l he held on September 26-27 instead 
of September 19-20 as or ig inal ly sched-
uled, The annual w in te r turf conference 
wi l l be held on February 27 to March 2 
Instead of Feb ruary 20-23. 


