
How Dr. Lawson Brought 
Golf to Chapel Hill 

By JIM KLUTZ 

Editors Note: The story of Dr. Law-
son's work in golf al Chapel Hill, N. C. 
is unicpte in the game. Not only did 
this famed former athlete and noted 
physical instructor make a go of golf 
but he trained his daughter, Es telle, 
into international stardom. 

Pro golf in furthering its earnest 
campaign to make golf instruct! tore 
resultlul should make use of the ex* 
ccplional quailfieatiom and performance 
of Dr. Lawson. Together with the fore-
most pro instructors' own knowledge and 
experience the valuable talent Dr. Law. 
son would bring from his great work 
in physical education sliouhl account 
for substantial progress in teaching golf. 

I f there ever was a golf coursc bui l t on 
a shoe string, i t was done at the Chapel 
H i l l (N. C.) CC by Dr. Robert Baker Law-
son, Professor of Physical Education at the 
University of Nor th Carolina. 

Dur ing the early days of the depression 
the problem of bui ld ing a nine-hole course 
out of the worst sort of hi l ly land, which 
already had three makeshift holes, Was 
dropped in Dr. Lawson's lap. W i t h every 
imaginable drawback, including a shortage 
of money and only one man to help with 
the work, Dr. Lawson proceeded to bui ld 
a layout that, although it doesn't measure 
up to the standards of our belter courses, 
is a fine monument to his enthusiasm and 
hard work. 

Not only did he perform the seemingly 
impossible, hut Dr. Lawson gave all this 
l ime and effort to the project without re-
ceiving one penny of remuneration — in 
fact he has paid his own club dues dur ing 
the club's existence. 

The Chapel H i l l course, par 32, and 
2,380 yards of extremely h i l ly land, pro-
vides a r igid workout for any golfer. Nar-
row fairways, sleep hills and sloping ground 
provide numerous hazards. I t is one of 
the htlliest courses in non-mountainous 

land to be found anywhere i n the country. 
O. B. Keeler, of the Atlanta Journal, and 

one of the nation's leading golf writers, 
called the course a "glorif ied cow pasture," 
but al the same lime admitted that the No. 
2 and No. 7 holes were as beautiful as any 
he had seen anywhere in the country. 
Which is quite a compliment from Keeler, 
who never throws any bouquets around un-
less he has good reason to do so. 

Although membership in the Chapel 
H i l l club is l imited to members of the staff 
of the University of North Carolina and 
some of lhe business men of the town, 
students are allowed to play. Every day 
Dr. Lawson can be found in the afternoons 
hovering around the l i t i le house that serves 
as the headquarters, seeing that the four-
somes get started off right and keeping 
things running smoothly. 

Dr. Lawson As Coif Tutor 
Should any player be puzzled by a hook 

or slice, or other laults, he can turn to Dr. 
Lawson and ask for advice, l he doctor's 
eyes wi l l l ight up like a theatre marquee 
and he wilt go into a diagnosis and ex-
planation of what is wrong with the play-
er's effort. He is not only wil l ing, but 
glad to help everyone who comes to him 
lor advice, and dur ing the past 15 or more 
years lie has helped hundreds of beginners, 
and even advanced players to improve 
their games. And coming from one who 
tutored his daughter, Mrs, F.stelle Lawson 
Page, to become Women's national cham-
pion, the advice can be counted on as 
being expert. The pleasure he gets out of 
seeing a person improve his game is all the 
reward he expects for his coaching. 

Dr. Lawson fel l in io his role as golf 
booster in Chapel H i l l back in 1930. At 
that time the Chapel H i l l coursc consisted 
of three short holes, which were l itt le more 
than lees and greens, wi th a strcir.h of 
cleared-out land in between for fairways. 
A huge, cavernous ditch wound across all 
three of the so-called fairways, right in 
front of the greens. 

There were a number of professors and 
townsmen interested in golf, but none of 



them knew what to do about the course. A 
meeting was held to discuss the problem, 
and since I)r. Lawson had had considerable 
experience as an athletic coach, his name 
was suggested as the man to take over. 

"Gentlemen," Dr. Lawson said, rising 
from bis seat, "I 've never hi t a golf hall 
in my life. But if you want me to take 
over the golf course and see what I can 
do with it, I ' l l do my best, but I won't 
make any further promises." 

That was in 1930, and although he was 
carrying a ful l load of teaching duties, and 
coaching the gymnastics team at the Uni-
versity as well, he attacked his new j ob 
with as much enthusiasm as a l i t t le boy 
taking his first ride on a bicycle. 

Everything seemed against him. There 
was littie money for buying equipment. Me 
started from behind zero, t i e had to learn 
the game, the layout of a golf course, and 
many other things. There was money 
enough to hire one colored man to help 
him build the course. And with this dark 
outlook he started out with a dream in bis 
eyes. 

That dream at times may have turned 
into a nightmare as he faced one obstacle 
after another. When lie had his first look 
at the course after taking charge he stood 
on the hillside and bis heart dropped into 
his shoes. The sight was discouraging, to 
say the least. Red clay, rocks, weeds. 

terial barred the way — not to mention 
the wooded land that would have to be 
cleared if other holes were to be made. 

He went home and called daughter Es-
telle. They bad played tennis together 
during Dr. Lawson's spare time, and Coach 
John F, kenfield, of the University tennis 
team, had predicted that Estellc would make 
a name for herself in national competition 
in tennis. 

"Estelle." he said, "put up your tennis 
racquet. We're going to learn how to play 
golf." And that's just what they did. In 
less than seven years Estelle, now Mrs, 
Julius A. Page, Jr., had won the USGA's 
national women's Championship. She and 
her father have won every mixed foursome 
tournament held in the State at one time 
or another. In addition, he has won the 
North and South Seniors, Mid-South Sen-
iors, and the Invitation at the Hermitage 
Club in Richmond. 

Learning About Golf 

Before he even stucn a pick in the 
ground or rearranged a blade of grass on 
the Chapel H i l l course, he set about learn-
ing all he could about the construction of 
a golf layout. He went to Scdgefield in 
Greensboro, Pinehurst, Hope Valley in 
Durham. Carolina CC in Raleigh, Myers 
Park in Charlotte, and other clubs in the 
section and consulted the greenkeepers and 
pros as to the soil, the fertilizer, how to 

ditches, trash, and other extraneous ma construct greens, and other pertinent facts. 

f r ' ' - ' t v ^ s , 
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A good idee of the type of hilly ground the Chapel Hill coune hoi been hewn from can 
gathered from thi> view of the turn on the dog-leg, No. 1 hole. The gieen it shown at the left 

the treei In the center background with No. 5 fairway beyond. 



H e w a t c h e d some layouts unde r actual 
construct ion . 

The next step, along w i th gett ing down 
to actual work, was to learn playing the 
game. Once again, this time wi th daughter 
ILstelle. he set out for the larger golf courses 
in the state whenever there was a tourna-
ment going on. There they would watch 
the professionals and take copious notes 

Dr. R. B. lawson, the mon who mode Chapel 
Hi l l and whose remuneration has been the 
satisfaction of helping others to learn and enjoy 
the game, takes o few minutes to give Jim 

Klutz some pointers an putt ing. 

on their styles. They also read every book 
on golf that they could f ind. 

Then back home to practice. They 
would go out on one of the hil ls, where no 
one could watch them, and practice h i t t i ng 
balls for hours at a t ime. It was only after 
much practice thai, he and Mrs. Page ven 
tured out on a course to play where they 
could be watched, But since both were 
natural athletes, it wasn't long un t i l they 
were quite adept at the game. 

T h e slow process of improving and en-
larging the course had now begun. T h e 
fairways of the or iginal holes were put in 
shape. T h e first hole was a considerable 
distance f rom the clubhouse, so a new tee 
was bui l t near the clubhouse and the 
ground cleared to make No. I a long dog-
leg, and leaving the first half of the origin-
al f irst fairway for a new par 3 hole. 

Slowly hut surely the work progressed. 
Obstacle after obstacle was surmounted by 
Dr . Lawson and his one-man staff. Trees 
had to be cut, stumps and huge rocks just 
under Lhe surface of the ground had to be 
blasted out . T h e road between class rAom* 
and golf coursc was being kept hot by the 
energetic l i t t le man. T h e ground bad to 
be smoothed and the grass planted. Tees 
and greens slowly began to take shape. 
The erstwhile gymnastics coach was being 
patted o n the back f rom a safe distance. 

W i t h the amount of land available 
very l imited, al l possible ground was 
pressed into use. Plans called for the No. 8 
fairway to be laid out along a valley run 
n ing parallel to the highway at the lower 
side of the clubhouse. But r ight down 
the middle of this valley ran a large gulley 
that measured five feet deep and twenty 
feet wide. Armed only w i th a wheel bar 
row. a shovel, and a strong back. Dr. Law-
son's man l-'riday rol led one load of rocks 
and d i r t after another and dumped them 
into the gulley. Th is slow process took 
a year, and when the place was f inal ly 
f i l led up, top soil was laid down and grass 
planted. Soon there was a well-covered 
fairway, and the large rocks underneath 
formed a perfect drain. 

Makeshift Drainage 

However, the gulley remained across five 
other fairways, and was in a position that 
l i le would have lo be put in so thai lhe 
water could dra in properly. T h e ditch in 
f ront of No. 1 green needed attention first. 
Dr. Lawson went in search ot t i le and dis-
covered that t i le he needed would cost 
$300. T h e money wasn't available, and 
he tr ied to figure what could be done. 

At the t ime were several highways in 
the vicini ty being paved w i t h asphalt, and 
one day he noticed that the barrels that 
the asphalt had been shipped i n were 
being thrown away beside the road. He 
rushed to the officials and gained permis-
sion to take the barrels for his own use. 
A large iruck was obtained and scni out 
on the highways to gather up all of them 
that could be lound. T h e n the ends were 
knocked out and they were laid end to end 
the length of the gulley and were then 
covered wi lh d i r t and grass planted. The 
immediate problem was solved and the 
only expense was for the rent of the truck 
and the workers' l ime. They have now 
been in use 15 years, and arc st i l l ho ld ing 
up. 

One more problem came up. After 
bu i ld ing eight holes Dr. 1.aw son suddenly 
ran out of land, antl there was no n in th 
hole. After considerable f igur ing he came 
u p w i th a plan. A tee was bui l t at a far 
side of No. 8 green, and the n in th hole 
doubled back for 87 yards along the upper 
side of the seventh fairway, making a short 
but d i f f i cu l t hole. 

Af ter four years of hard work the coursc 
was f inal ly completed and there was cause 
lor celebration. Dr. Lawson had finished 
his assignment, and someone else could 
take over the management. But who could 

(continued on page 71) 



izc lhe tasks that require his feet, face 
and hands and get for himself and his 
c lub more t ime for using his brains. 

EXHIBITS and DEMONSTRATIONS 
(Continued from page 35) 

large capacity baskets powered by A cycle 
gasoline motors. Rotary brushes in f ront of 
the uni t gather debris whi le the main brush 
draws it in to a large catcher. This unique 
construction makes this more than a lawn 
sweeper, f t can be used inside as well as 
outside, on paved and unpaved curbed 
areas and is ideal for around the club 
house use. 

THE SK/NNER IRRIGATION CO. — Exhib i t w i l l 
feature the new No. 63 snap valve, a double 
valve which permits the water ing un i t to 
be taken out of the ground f rom above 
ground level for cleaning of the valve seat. 
By so doing the secondary valve closes 
leaving die complete system under pressure 
at al l times permit t ing fairway water ing to 
continue dur ing the cleaning operation. In 
addi t ion a complete l ine of snap valves and 
fairway, green and tee sprinklers w i l l be on 
display. Special at tent ion is called to the 

Spray-Lo spr inkler, an ideal spr inkler for 
tees because it throws a very low angle 
stream, practically unaffected by the wind 
and uses a low volume of water on pres-
sures as low as f ive pounds. 

MALLINCKRODT CHEMICAL WORKS —Data sheets, 
pamphlets and informat ional l i terature 
along w i th a special measuring glass w i l l be 
handed out at the exhibit which w i l l show 
Cato d o r , Calogreen. \ uragreen and the 
various Other Mercurials used as turf fungi 
i ides. I he data sheets carry an explanat ion 
of Brown Patch control and the most effec-
tive remedies, lists detailed methods of dry 
and wet appl icat ion w i t h special sections on 
snow mold and earth worm eradication. 

DR. L A W S O N BROUGHT GOLF 
(Continued from page 42) 

do the job? There was no money in the 
treasury to pay a professional, or even for 
a person as a manager. Not want ing to 
see his work wasted, he consented to con-
tinue management of the ^o l f c lub wi thout 
salary and to be green-chairman. 

But the complet ion of the layout d id not 
br ing an end to his dif f icult ies, t he up-

| I B LEADER in Player Popularity, Pro Profits 
Reorders tell the Success Story of 

T H E S E N S A T I O N A L R / t e ~ A r C 

DROP IN PUTTER 
P R E C I S I O N M A C H I N E D 

GIVES BALL NATURAL O V E R S P I N 

Ployer enthusiasm, spreading lhe word of the DROP IN 
Puller's amaiing performance, kept pros reordering 
throughout 194B. The "putter thai really produces' is 
o sure profit leader for 1949. A putter of unequalled 
eye-ease control, feel and swinging confidence that 
strokes the ball with notural overspin. smoothly without 
skid or hap. As on expert judge of clubs you'll enthuse 
over (heir precision moehining. iusl put fhem where your 
players can feel them—they'll sell themselves. 

In N a t u r a l A r m c o M e t a l . 

Write for particulars and Professional's price. 

G E N E R A L M A C H I N E CO. 
I82S WEST ST. PAUL AVENUE 

W a t t 3 - 4 2 5 0 M I L W A U K E E . W I S C . 



ROBERT BRUCE HARRIS 
Golf Course Architect 

M«inb«rt A M M I I I I So*1etf of Cotf Conrta Anhilull 

664 N. Michigan Ave. 

CHICAGO 11, ILL. 

Phone: WHitehall 4-6530 

WILLIAM F. GORDON 
Golf Course Architect 

M*nb«r 
Aofi*rt«*it "f Coif Coor*i AMhllHH 

Doy letdown, 

Pennsvlvania 

keep of the course was quite expensive, 
ami the treasury was always pushed to the 
l imit . Then the war came along, ihe equip-
ment wore out and couldn't be replaced. 
Three hand lawn mowers were obtained, " 
and the helper used them in a desperate 
eifort to keep the fairways and greens in 
playable condition. 

The late Donald Ross, world-renowned 
golt architect from Pinehurst, once looked 
over the place and told Dr. Lawson that no 
golf architect could lake the same amount 
(and kiridl) of acreage and make any better 
nine-hole golf course. Quite a compliment 
to a man who knew nothing about the 
game before be started out with the proj-
ect. 

Dr. Lawson has a bri l l iant background 
as an athlete and a coach, and his natural 
ability as an athlete enabled hitn to grasp 
the fundamentals ot the game of golf quick-
ly and become an excellent player at an 
age when most people are beginning lo 
eye an easy chair rather than taking an 
active part in sports, especially of a tourna-
ment nature. 

Although he has celebrated his 73d 

birthday, he acts tar below his years when 
it comes to the Chapel H i l l course. Recent-
ly he played five holes of golf (he passes 
up Nos. 2, 3, 4, and 5 becausc of the steep 
bills) and birdied the 420-yard first hole, 
birdied the sixth, and parred the last three. 

Horn in Lynchburg, Va., August 23, 
1875. Dr. Lawson got his start in athletics 
when he entered Locust Dale Academy in 
Virginia and was a pitcher on the base-
ball team. That was to lead to a bri l l iant 
diamond career that saw him pitch for 
John McGraw of the old Baltimore Ameri-
cans, the first year after the junior major 
league circuit was organized, and later for 
the Boston team of the National League. 

From 1898 through 1900 he was a 
pitcher on the University of North 
Carolina nine, winning 35 games and los-
ing only one — a 4 to 3 decision to the 
University of Maryland. He didn't miss 
a single game, playing every other position 
when not pitching, tie once burled seven 
games iu eight days, from Saturday through 
Saturday, without losing once, including 
Georgia twicc, Tennessee, and Macon 
(now Auburn) among his victims. He 

ROBERT TRENT JONES 
M . n . b ^ r : 

Aeeerlna k i M r Coif Ceane Arc hi let u 

Golf Course 
Architect 

20 Vesey Street 
Te l : Reel or 2-2258 

NEW YORK, N. Y. 

A L F R E D H . T U L L 
Go// Course Architect 

209 E. 49th Street 

NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 



batted .418, .420. and .448 those three 
years, and was captain of the leam the last 
two. He also played three years of foot-
ball as a quarterback, and was acting cap-
tain of the track team as a senior. 

While wi th John McGraw's Baltimore 
Americans lie once pitched 27 consecutive 
scoreless innings against the slugging Cleve-
land Indians in four days, three times as a 
relief pitcher and once the whole game. 
The Indians had the famed Napolean 
Lajoie and oilier well-known stars in their 
lineup. After dropping out of baseball 
he returned to the University of Nor th 
Carolina as a member of the faculty in 
I'lOfi, and last fall be began his 43d scar 
as a member of the University staff. 

At various times dur ing this period he-
has coached the football and baseball teams, 
and was trainer for football from 1906 
through 1925 when Chuck Quintan, the 
present trainer, took over. 

After leaving the University as a stu 
dent, he attended Medical School at the 
University of Maryland, l ie holds medical 
licenses in the stales of Virginia, Nets 
Jersey, Pennsylvania, and Maryland, in 
addition to North Carolina. He was a 
teacher in the medical school al the Uni-
versity for more than thirty years before 
being transferred to the Physical Educa-
tion Department. He coached the gym-
nastics team for a good many years unti l 
the sport was dropped al the beginning of 
World War I I . He now leaches courses 
in anatomy, physiology, and therapeutics. 
During bis time at the University he had 
never had a leave of absence unti l this 
past year when an illness forced him to 
give up his teaching duties for the fall 
quarter. But with the beginning of the 
winter term in January he was right back 
at his post. 

PROS - when they insist 
on the best-suggest... 

C U S T O M M A D E C L U B S 

B^ KING 

PHILLIPS 
GOLF i S P I K E S 
S I Z E 

V D l o m a t a r 

P ITS 

Regular 

R e c e p t a c l e 

Tit* S w i n g ft to the 

LA H U E II B A S E 
• W i l l N O T T I L T or B r a a k T h r o u g h Sola . 

• K E E P S T H E S P I K E E R E C T . 

• P R E V E N T S O U T E R S O L E f rom Rol l ing. 

• W E A T H E R T I G H T — R U S T P R O O F . 

I W h l t a P l a t e d or B lack F l n l i b l 

W I L L N O T T U R N BY T H E T H R E A D S 

F. C . PHILLIPS. I N C . 
S T O U G H T O N , M A S S . 

THE FINEST IN CLUB CRAFTSMANSHIP 

Valuable a r o u n d pro 
shop and for clubhouse 

repairs. 
T h e r e ' s o n l y o n e 
genuine Handee. 
Smooth, steady power 
at your fingertips to 
grind, drill, polish, 
rout, engrave, cut. 
cerva, send, sew, ate. 

t o o l u s t « J 

The e f f i c ien t Handee worka on meta l , al loy, plas-
t ic . wood, horn, bona, glass, e tc . 25,000 r.p.m. 
A C or D C . Easy to handle. W e i g h t only 12 o n . 
CRT THE HANDEE KIT. A hendsoma, all-steel case 
with Handee Tool and a complete assortment ol 40 
a c castor las. Com plate, J 3 7.SO, Handee only, with 7 
accessories, 120.SC. &at it at stores everywhere. It 
they can't supply you we'll send It postpaid. Satlstec-
tlon Guaranteed! Free — New SL-pege MOJIUOJ. 

C H I C A G O W H E E L & M F G . C O . 
1101 W . Monroe St., Dapt . G . C h i c a g o 7, 111, 

k l \ U CUSTOM CLUES 


