How Dr. Lawson Brought
Golf to Chapel Hill

By JIM KLUTZ

Editors Note: The story of Dr. Law-
son’s work in golf at Chapel Hill, N. C.
is unique in the game. Not only did
this famed former athlete and noted
physical instructor make a go of golf
but he trained his daughter, Estelle,
into international stardom.

Pro golf in furthering its carnest
campaign to make golf instruction more
resultful should make use of the ex-
ceptional qualifications and performance
of Dr. Lawson. Together with the fore-
most pro instructors’ own knowledge and
experience the valuable talent Dr. Law.
son would bring from his great work
in physical education should account
for substantial progress in teaching golf.

If there ever was a golf course built on
a shoe string, it was done at the Chapel
Hill (N. C.) CC by Dr. Robert Baker Law-
son, Professor of Physical Education at the
University of North Carolina.

During the carly days of the depression
the problem of building a nine-hole course
out of the worst sort of hilly land, which
already had three makeshift holes, was
dropped in Dr. Lawson's laé). With every
imaginable drawback, including a shortage
of money and only one man to help with
the work, Dr. Lawson proceeded to build
a layout that, although it doesn’t measure
up to the standards of our better courses,
is a fine monument to his enthusiasm and

hard work.

Not only did he perform the seemingly
impossible, but Dr. Lawson gave all this
time and effort to the project without re-
ceiving one penny of remuneration — in
fact he has paid his own club dues during
the club’s existence.

The Chapel Hill course, par 32, and
2,380 yards of extremely hilly land, pro-
vides a rigid workout for any golfer. Nar-
row fairways, steep hills and sloping ground
provide numerous hazards. It is one of
the hilliest courses in non-mountainous
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land to be found anywhere in the country.

0. B. Keeler, of the Atanta Journal, and
one of the nation's leading golf writers,
called the course a “glorified cow pasture,”
but at the same time admitted that the No.
2 and No. 7 holes were as beautiful as any
he had seen anywhere in the country.
Which is quite a compliment from Keeler,
who never throws any bouquets around un-
less he has good reason to do so.

Although membership in the Chapel
Hill club is limited to members of the staff
of the University of North Carolina and
some of the business men of the town,
students are allowed to play. Every day
Dr. Lawson can be found in the afternoons
hovering around the little house that serves
as the headquarters, seeing that the four-
somes get started off right and keeping
things running smoothly.

Dr. Lawson As Golf Tutor

Should any player be puzzled by a hook
or slice, or other faults, he can turn to Dr.
Lawson and ask for advice. The doctor's
eyes will light up like a theatre marquee
and he will go into a diagnosis and ex-
planation of what is wrong with the play-
er's effort. He is not only willing, but
glad to help everyone who comes to him
for advice, and during the past 15 or more
years he has helped hundreds of beginners,
and even advanced players to improve
their games. And coming from one who
tutored his daughter, Mrs, Estelle Lawson
Page, to become Women's national cham-
ﬁion, the advice can be counted on as
cing expert. The pleasure he gets out of
seeing a person improve his game is all the
reward he expects for his coaching.

Dr. Lawson fell into his role as golf
booster in Chapel Hill back in 1930. At
that time the Chapel Hill course consisted
of three short holes, which were little more
than tees and greens, with a stretch of
cleared-out land in between for fairways.
A huge, cavernous ditch wound across all
three of the so-called fairways, right in
front of the greens,

There were a number of professors and
townsmen interested in golf, but none of
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them knew what to do about the course. A
meeting was held to discuss the problem,
and since Dr. Lawson had had considerable
experience as an athletic coach, his name
was suggested as the man to take over.

"Gentlemen,” Dr. Lawson said, rising
from his seat, “I've never hit a golf ball
in my life. But if you want me to take
over the golf course and see what I can
do with it, I'll do my best, but I won't
make any further promises."

That was in 1930, and although he was
carrying a full load of teaching duties, and
coaching the gymnastics team at the Uni-
versity as well, he attacked his new job
with as much enthusiasm as a little boy
taking his first ride on a bicycle.

Everything seemed against him. There
was little money for buying equipment. He
started from behind zero. He had to learn
the game, the layout of a golf course, and
many other things. There was money
enough to hire one colored man to help
him build the course. And with this dark
outlook he started out with a dream in his
eyes.

That dream at times may have turned
into a nightmare as he faced one obstacle
after another. When he had his first look
at the course after taking charge he stood
on the hillside and his heart dropped into
his shoes. The sight was discouraging, to
say the least. Red clay, rocks, weeds,
ditches, trash, and other extraneous ma-

terial barred the way — not to mention
the wooded land that would have to be
cleared if other holes were to be made.

He went home and called daughter Es-
telle. They had played tennis together
during Dr. Lawson's spare time, and Coach
John F. Kenfield, of the University tennis
team, had predicted that Estelle would make
a name for herself in national competition
in tennis.

“Estelle,” he said, “put up your tennis
racquet. ' We're going to learn how to play
golf.” And that's just what they did. In
less than seven years Estelle, now Mrs.
Julius A. Page, Jr., had won the USGA's
national women's Championship. She and
her father have won every mixed foursome
tournament held in the State at one time
or another. In addition, he has won the
North and South Seniors, Mid-South Sen-
iors, and the Invitation at the Hermitage
Club in Richmond.

Learming About Golf

Before he even stuck a pick in the
ground or rearranged a blade of grass on
the Chapel Hill course, he set about learn-
ing all he could about the construction of
a golf layour. He went to Sedgefield in
Greensboro, Pinehurst, Hope Valley in
Durham, Carolina CC in Raleigh, Myers
Park in Charlotte, and other clubs in the
section and consulted the greenkeepers and
pros as to the soil, the fertilizer, how to

construct greens, and other pertinent facts.

A good idea of the type of hilly ground the Chopel Hill
gathered from this view of the turn on the dogleg, No. 1 hole. The green is shown ot the left of
the trees in the center bockground with No. 5 fairwoy beyond.
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course hos been hewn from con be
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He watched some layouts under actual
construction,

The next step, along with getting down
to actual work, was to learn playing the
game, Once again, this time with daughter
Estelle, he set out for the larger golf courses
in the state whenever there was a tourna-
ment going on. There they would watch

the professionals and take copious notes

Dr. R. B. Lowson, the man who moade Chapel
Hill ond whose remuneration hos been the
safisfaction of helping others to learn and enjoy
the game, lokes o few minutes to give Jim

Klutz some pointers on pulting.
on their styles. They also read every book
on golf that they could find.

Then back home to practice. ‘They
would go out on one of the hills, where no
one could watch them, and practice hitting
balls for hours at a time. It was only alter
much practice that he and Mrs, Pagé ven-
tured out on a course to play where they
could be watched. But since both were
natural athletes, it wasn't long until-they
were quite adept at the game.

The slow process of improving and en-
larging the course had now begun. The
fairways of the original holes were rul in
shape. The first hole was a considerable
distance from the clubhouse, so a new tee
was built near the clubhouse and the
ground cleared to make No. 1 a long dog:-
leg, and leaving the first hall of the origin
al first fairway for a new par 3§ hole.

Slowly but surely the work progressed.
Obstacle after obstacle was surmounted by
Dr. Lawson and his one-man staff. Trees
had to be cut, stumps and huge rocks just
under the surface ol} the ground had to be
blasted out. The road between classrboms
and golf course was being kept hot by the
energetic little man. The ground had to
be smoothed and the grass planted. Tees
and greens slowly began to take shape.
The erstwhile gymnastics coach was being
patted on the back from a safe distance.
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With the amount of land available
very limited, all possible ground was
pressed into use. Plans called for the No. 8
fairway to be laid out along a valley run
ning parallel to the highway at the lower
side of the clubhouse. But right down
the middle of this valley ran a large gulley
that measured five feet deep and twenty
fect wide, Armed only with a wheel bar
row, a shovel, and a strong back, Dr. Law
son's man Friday rolled one load of rocks
and dirt after another and dumped them
into the gulley. This slow process took
a year, and when the place was finally
filled up, top soil was laid down and grass
planted. Soon there was a well-covered
fairway, and the large rocks underneath
formed a perfect drain.

Makeshift Drainage

However, the gulley remained across five

other fairways, and was in a position that
tile would have to be put in so that the
water could drain properly. The ditch in
front of No. 1 green needed attention first.
Dr. Lawson went in search of tile and dis-
covered that tile he needed would cost
$300. The money wasn’t available, and
he tried to figure what could be done,
. At the time were several highways in
the vicinity being paved with asphalt, and
one day he noticed that the barrels that
the asphalt had been shipped in were
being thrown away beside the road. He
rushed to the officials and gained permis-
sion to take the barrels for his own use.
A large truck was obtained and sent out
on the highways to gather up all of them
that could be found. Then the ends were
knocked out and they were laid end to end
the length of the gulley and were then
covered with dirt and grass planted. The
immediate problem was sn‘\-cd and the
only expense was for the rent of the truck
and the workers’ time, They have now
been in use 15 years, and are stiil holding
up.

One more problem came up. After
building eight holes Dr. Lawson suddenly
ran out of land, and there was no ninth
hole. After considerable figuring he came
up with a plan. A tee was built at a far
side of No. 8 green, and the ninth hole
doubled back for 87 yards along the upper
side of the seventh fairway, making a short
but difficult hole.

After four years of hard work the course
was finally completed and there was cause
for celebration. Dr. Lawson had finished
his assignment, and someone else could
take over the management. But who could

(continued on page 71)
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ize the tasks that require his feet, face
and hands and get for himself and his
club more time for using his brains,

EXHIBITS and DEMONSTRATIONS

(Continued from page 35)

large capacity baskets powered by 4 cycle
gasoline motors. Rotary brushes in front of
the unit gather debris while the main brush
draws it into a large catcher. This unique
construction makes this more than a lawn
sweeper. It can be used inside as well as
outside, on paved and unpaved curbed

areas and is ideal for around the club
house use,
THE SKINNER IRRIGATION €O. — Exhibit will

feature the new No. 63 snap valve, a double
valve which permits the watering unit to
be taken out of the ground from above
ground level for cleaning of the valve seat.
By so doing the secondary valve closes
leaving the complete system under pressure
at all times permitting fairway watering to
continue during the cleaning operation. In
addition a complete line of snap valves and
fairway, green and tee sprinklers will be on
display. Special attention is called to the
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Spray-Lo sprinkler, an ideal sprinkler fox
tees because it throws a very low angle
stream, practically unaffected by the wind
and uses a low volume of water on pres-
sures as low as five pounds.

MALLINCKRODT CHEMICAL WORKS—Data sheets,
pamphlets and informational literature
along with a special measuring glass will be
handed out at the exhibit which will show
Calo Clor, Calogreen, Auragreen and the
yarious other Merc urials used as turf lllll;.:i
cides. The data sheets carry an explanation
of Brown Patch control and the most effec
tive remedies, lists detailed methods of dry
and wet application with spec ial sections on
snow mold and earth worm eradication.

DR. LAWSON BROUGHT GOLF

(Continued from page 42)

do the job? There was no money in the
treasury to pay a professional, or even for
4 person as a manager. Not wanting to
see his work wasted, he consented to con-
tinue management of the golf club without
salary and to be green-chairman.

But the completion of the layout did not
bring an end to his difficulties. The up-

LEADER in Player Popularity, Pro Profits
Reorders tell the Success Story of

THE SENSATIONAL Kite-Arc

DROP IN pPuUTTER

PRECISION MACHINED
GIVES BALL NATURAL OVERSPIN

Player enthusiasm, spreading the word of the DROP IN
Putter's
throughout 1948. The “putter that really produces” is
a sure profit leader for 1949. A putter of unequalled
eye-ease control, feel and swinging confidence that
strokes the baoll with natural overspin, smoothly without
skid or hop. As an expert judge of clubs you'll enthuse
over their precision machining. Just put them where your
players can feel them—they'll sell themselves.

amazing performance, kept pros reordering

In Natural Armco Metal.

Write for particulars and Professional's price.

GENERAL MACHINE CO.

1825 WEST ST. PAUL AVENUE
MILWAUKEE, WISC.



ROBERT BRUCE HARRIS

Golf Course Architect
Mamber: Amarican Soslety of Colf Courss Arshitests

664 N, Michigan Ave.
CHICAGO 11, ILL.

WHitehall 4-6530

Phone:

WILLIAM F. GORDON

Golf Course Architect

Member

American Soclety of Golf Courss Architests

Doylestown,

Pennsylvania

keep of the course was quite expensive,
and the treasury was always pushed to the
limit, Then the war came along, the equip
ment wore out and couldn't be replaced.
I'hrec
and the helper used them in a desperate
etfort to keep the fairways and greens in
playable condition.

The late Donald Ross, world-renowned
golf architect from Pinehurst, once looked
over the place and told Dr. Lawson that no
golf architect could take the same amount
(and kind!) of acreage and make any better
nine-hole golf course. Quite a compliment
to a man who knew nothing about the
game before he started out with the proj
ect.

Dr. Lawson has a brilliant background
as an athlete and a coach, and his natural
ability as an athlete enabled him to grasp
the fundamentals ol the game of golf quick
ly and become an excellent player at an
age when most people are beginning to
eye an easy chair rather than taking an
active part in sports, especially of a tourna
ment nature,

Although he his 73d

has celebrated

ROBERT TRENT JONES

Member :

American Society of Golf Course Architeen

Golf Course

Architect

20 Vesey Street
Tel: Rector 2-2258
NEW YORK, N. Y.

~
A

hand lawn mowers were obtained,”

birthday, he acts far below his years when
it comes to the Chapel Hill course. Recent-
ly he played five holes of golf (he passes
up Nos. 2, 3, 4, and 5 because of the steep
hills) and birdied the 420.yard first hole,

birdied the sixth, and parred the last three.

in Lynchburg, Va., August 23,
1875, Dr. Lawson got his start in athletics
when he entered Locust Dale Academy in
Virginia and was a pitcher on the base-
ball team. That was to lead to a brilliant
diamond career that saw him pitch for
John McGraw of the old Baltimore Ameri-
cans, the first year after the junior major
league circuit was organized, and later for

Born

the Boston team of the National League.
From 1898 through 1900 he was a
pitcher on the University of North

Carolina nine, winning 3’

mg only one a4

» games and los
to 3 decision to the
Maryland. He didn't miss
a single game, playing every other position
when not pitching. He once hurled seven
games in eight days, from Saturday through
Saturday, without losing once

(.4'4)1.;'[.'

University of

including
and Macon
victims. He

twice, Tennessce,

(now Auburn) among his

—

ALFRED H. TULL
Golf Course Architect

209 E. 49th Street
NEW YORK 17, N. Y.
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batted 418, 426, and .448 those three
years, and was captain of the team the last
two. He also played three years of foot-
ball as a quarterback, and was acting cap-
tain of the track team as a senior.

While with John McGraw’s Baltimore
Americans he once pitched 27 consecutive
scoreless innings against the slugging Cleve-
land Indians in four days, three times as a
relief pitcher and once the whole game.
The Indians had the famed N |’u>|< an
Lajoie and other well-known stars in their
lineup. After dropping out of baseball
he returned to the University of North
Carolina as a member of the faculty in
1906, and last fall he 13d vear
as a member of the University stalf.

began his

At various times during this period he
has coached the football and baseball teams,
and was trainer for football from 1906
through 1925 when Chuck Quinlan, the
present trainer, took over

After leaving the University as a stu
dent, he attended Medical School at the
University of Maryland,
licenses in the states of
Jersey, Pennsylvania, and
addition to North
teacher in the

He holds medical
Virginia, New
\ln\l.lllll, in
Carolina. He was a
medical school at the Uni
versity for more than thirty vears before
being transferred to the Physical Educa
tion Department. He coached the gym
nastics team for a good many years until
the sport was dropped at the beginning of
World War 1I., He now
in anatomy, physiology,

teaches courses
and therapeutics

During his time at the University he had
never had a leave of absence until this
past year when an illness forced him to

give up his teaching duties for the fall
quarter., But with the beginning of the
winter term in January he was right back
at his post.

PROS - when they insist

on the best - suggest ...
CUSTOM MADE CLUBS
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The Swing is to the

LARGER BASE

® WILL NOT TILT or Break Through Sole.

® KEEPS THE SPIKE ERECT.

® PREVENTS OUTER SOLE from Rolling.

® WEATHER TIGHT — RUST PROOF.
(White Plated or Black Finish)

WILL NOT TURN BY THE THREADS

F. C. PHILLIPS, INC.
STOUGHTON, MASS.
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Valuable around pro
shop and for clubhouse
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There's only one
genuine Handee.

Smooth, steady power
at your fingertips to
grind, drill, polish,
rout, engrave, cut,
carve, sand, saw, efc.
)

manoee V330K

The efficient Handes works on metal, alloy, plas-
tic, wood, horn, bone, glass, etc. 25,000 r.p.m.
AC or DC. Easy to handle, Weighs only 12 ozs.
GET THE HANDEE KIT. A handsome, all-stesl case
with Handee Tool and a complete assortmaent of 40
accessories. Complete, $27.50. Handee only, with 7
accessories, $20.50. Get it at stores everywhere. If
they can't supply you we'll send it postpaid. Satisfac-
tion Guaranteed! Free — New 52-poge Monwal.
CHICAGO WHEEL & MFG. CO.
1101 W. Monrce St,, Dept, 6, Chicago 7, Il
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