
Proper Core of Tires Saves 
Turf, T ime and M o n e y 

Tractor wheel slippage costs golf course 
owners hundreds of thousands of dollars 
each year in turf repair and replacement. 
A wheel that slips will either tear up the 
grass or dig a lengthy trench in [he ground. 

Such slipping can be prevented by green-
keepers if tires are properly inflated, de-
velopment engineers of the Firestone Tire 

Chances of wheel slippage ore reduced to a mini-
mom ond tire distributes its load over o large area 
of ground, providing more traction surface, when 

properly filled to 1! lbs. inflation pressure. 

and Rubber Co. report upon completion of 
a series of tests on the company's two 
Akron golf courses. 

Over-inflated tires tend to stiffen and 
arc prevented from flexing to conform to 
the irregularities of the ground, A stiff 
tire will not grip the ground as easily as a 

Careless, fost starting ond over-inflated tires will 
cause turf destruction pictured above. Even with 
properly inflated tires, engineers recommend smooth, 
gradual starting for all golf courts work 01 the 

most economical method of operation. 

softer tire so it tends to slip and rip out 
strips of turf. 

Under-inflated tires, although increasing 
traction, can lose more than half of their 
normal life due to extreme weakening of 
the sidewalls. Hard tires and soft tires are 
equally expensive in maintenance of golf 
courses. 

Proper inflation pressure for both air and 
liquid-filled tires is 12 pounds. Such a pres-
sure not only eliminates most of the slip-
page, but increases tire life, the engineers 
re]K>rt. 

l ests show that best results Irom liquid-
filled tires arc obtained at the following 
weights; a 750-16 should have 130 pounds 
of solution: a 750-18, 145 pounds; a 9-24, 
200 pounds: a 10-24, 258 pounds, and .i 
10-28, 310 pounds. 

Tractor operators can help eliminate the 
remaining possibilities of turf damage bv 
being careful to avoid rapid acceleration, 
increasing speed going up hills, abrupt 
changes in speed or gear, and using trac-
tors with unbalanced rear wheels. 

Development men also reveal Lhat wheel 
slippage on damp ground or grass is be-
tween 10 to 20% greater than oil dry areas. 

For any golf course tractor work, the 
engineers recommend smooth, gradual 
starting with a slow, steady pulling gear 
as the most economical type ol operation 
for tire wear, fuel consumption and turf 
preservation. 

Spring rains, and rapidly growing grass 
at a time when golfers demand well-
groomed fairways, create conditions lor 
damage to turf by careless or rapid start-
ing. Caution is the watchword. 

V 

Close-up view of domage done by ropid occelero-
tion of tractor when itorting. Same damage re-
sults from storting tractor on hill, consequently 
dri vert should be cautioned about ttort-ilop opera-

tions on hilltidei. 


