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Alta Fescue Is "Show Window" 
Lawn at Beltsville 

Plant Industry station a t Beltsvi l le , 
M d „ whe re U S G A Green section and U.S. 
Dept. o f A f r i cu l tu re have headquarters, 
renovated Its 17-acre f ront lawn, seeding 
It to A l t a fescue developed in Oregon by 
Ha r r y A . Schoth, D. V. Lumsden, H. E . 
Al lanson, H. P. Sevy and Fred V . Grau 
comprised the stat ion commit tee respon-
sible f o r the pro jec t . 

In repor t ing on the job which was be-
gun last summer Grau says; 

" T h e soil ( so -ca l l ed ) is a mixture of 
g rave l , sand, silt, and clay, which v i r tua l ly 
is redistributed subsoil of ft v e r y poor 
character . Ken tucky bluegrass and red 
fescue had fa i l ed to produce a sa t i s fac to ry 
turf and the predominat ing weed w a s 
crabgrass. 

" I n Augus t the lawn was disced, plowed, 
leveled, t rea ted w i th ground l imestone a t 
the ra te o f two tons to the acre, and 
fert i l i zed w i th 1,000 lbs, to the acre o f 
5-10-5 fer t i l i zer . On September 12 A l t a 
fescue was seeded at 75 lbs. to the acre 
w i th hand seeders. The area was then 
cult i-packed. 

" Favo rab l e rains brought the seed thru 
in seven days which came up in -1-inch 
rows in the cult i -packer furrows. Three 
weeks a f t e r seeding there started the 32-
day drought which made headlines In 
Washington papers. A t the end of the 
drought the new grass was still green 
and thr iv ing and the root systems aver-
aged near ly 7% In. in depth. 

" A m m o n i u m nitrate a t the rate of 100 
lbs. t o the acre w a s applied ear ly In 
December and aga in late in March this 
year. W e started mowing the grass the 
fourth week in March at 2'it in. 

"V is i to rs and employees al ike are im-
pressed by the love ly un i fo rm green car-
pet o f tur f which is our show window. 
F rom our knowledge o f this grass we 
expect to have green turf all year but 
especial ly during summer droughts with-
out irr igat ion. There wi l l not be enough 
weeds to bother about, Crabgrass wil l not 
have a chance. T h e turf Is not as flne-
bladed as bluegrass but it has other ad-
vantages. 

" Th i s pro jec t is the first In a long-range 
plan to establish large areas of adapted 
turf grasses on our lawn f o r observation, 
scientific study, and f o r the education and 
interest of vis'itors." 


