
Rancho Park, Los Angeles Dept. Recreation and Park* will present th i i development to 
the Angelenos soon as the department's ef for t to cope with a serious shortage of golf facili* 
ties. The new Rancho layout was built on one of the sites formerly occupied by golf courses. 

Luxford Moves lo Bring L.A. 
From Rear in Public Golf 

By JOE GRAFFIS 

Los Ange l e s which e f f ec t i ve ly used gol f 
in a t t rac t ing tourists and capital f r om 
sections of the country hav ing lesser 
blessings of c l imate now is considerably 
behind other metropol i tan centers in 
ava i lab le go l f courses. 

T o d a y Los Ange l es claims more than 
3,690,000 population and has only 30 golf 
courses. I t not only lags f a r behind N e w 
Yo rk , Chicago, Philadelphia, Detroit , 
Cleveland, Boston. P i t tsburgh, Wash ing -
ton, D.C.. Mi lwaukee , Port land, Ore., 
Rock fo rd . 111., and other large and me-
dium-sized citieB in gol f fac i l i t ies in pro-
portion to population, but woe fu l to the 
patr iot ic Ange leno , t ra i ls the Miami , St. 
P e t e r sburg and Jacksonvi l le , F la . sectors. 

Th is la t ter rankest ind ign i ty Is not 
be ing suf fered l y ing down mute. Tha t 
arch-apost le of Los Ange l es as a reason-
able facs imi l e of an ear th ly paradise. 

Maurie Lux fo rd , is arousing the citizens 
to a realization of lack o f go l f ing faci l i -
ties. Maurie . one of the nation's most 
f e r v en t gol f enthusiasts, is vp of the Los 
Ange l e s Recreat ion and P a r k s commis-
sion. He has the sports wTi ters with him 
in his campaign to br ing Los Ange l e s up 
to par on go l f . 

Furthermore , Maurie can point to the 
splendid operat ion of G r i f f i t h Park ' s two 
18-hole. i ts 9-hole, its 9-hole pitch-and-
putt courses, Its d r i v ing range and prac-
tice greens, as an example of how popu-
lar go l f faci l i t ies can be. The Gr i f f i th 
P a r k facil it ies, including the clubhouse, 
were paid f o r out o f gol f profits. Course 
superintendents all over the country have 
a hunch about the f irst class maintenance 
j ob Bi l l Johnson does a t G r i f f i t h Pa rk . 
Johnson's f e l l ow greenkeepers at pr ivate 
clubs around L o s Ange l e s used the Gr l f -



f i th P a r k operat ion as one Of the i r sel l ing 
points in g e t t i n g the Greenkeep ing Supts. 
Assn. 1949 nat ional convention f o r Los 
Ange les . 

Pros who w o r k in Los A n g e l e s and 
those who vis i t the section know wha t a 
g r ea t j ob Pau l Scott does at the L .A . 
municipal course in conducting the go l f 
and serv ing the go l f e rs . Last y ea r Gr i f -
f i th P a r k had 320.000 rounds of gol f 
played. Th i s play, Lux f o rd points out, 
b rought In a lmost as many dol lars as 
there w e r e residents o f Los Ange l e s 29 
y e a r s ago when the course was placed on 
a f e e basis. B e f o r e that, since 1914, the 
c i ty had one sand-green muny course on 
which one could p lay f r o m sun-up until 
dark f o r 25 cents. 

One Course lo 123,000 

Lux fo rd also cal ls attention to Los An-
geles county hav ing 47 go l f courses in 
1930 f o r a populat ion o f 2,202,510. Then 
there w a s one go l f course f o r each 48,862 
people. N o w there is one course t o each 
123,000 people. The Recreat ion and Pa rks 
dept. f o res ight in buying the site of the 
old Rancho course and building on it a 
f ine new course to be opened this y e a r wil l 
only s l i ght l y ease the pressure. Each 
Sunday there a re 14,000 appl icants f o r 
the 4,000 reservat ion t imes on the nine 
pay-p lay courses l e f t out of the 14 Los 
Ange l es had be fore the war . 

The pr i va te courses are j a m m e d to the 
point of embarrassment o f members, 
o f ten, when they w a n t to have an out-of-
t owner as a guest . Taxes and wate r ing 
bil ls are mounting. The drought the past 
several months has enforced restr ict ions 
on course maintenance, and genera l l y the 
situation is a headache to club o f f i c ia l s 
and greenkeepers . 

The Recreat ion and Pa rk depar tment is 
exp lor ing possible sites f o r addit ional 
courses. Pressure of real estate develop-
ment is mak ing pr i va te club o f f i c i a l s won-
der when they ' l l have t o be look ing f o r 
new homes. 

Pros say there are many thousands in 
Los Ange l es who wan t to g raduate f r om 
lessons and go l f ranges to p lay but get -
t ing a place to p lay is about as tough as 
g e t t i n g one of those fancy-paid jobs in 
Ho l l ywood ; except in Ho l l ywood If you 
are a r e la t i ve of Mr . " I t " you migh t score, 
but pull wi l l g e t you nowhere in t r y ing t o 
g e t ahead of your place in line f o r pay-
play course p lay . 

So Los Ange l es , once the place t o which 
mult i tudes mig ra ted to p lay go l f the year 
around now is the place to avo id if you 
wan t pay-as-you-play go l f w i th the same 
cer ta inty o f g e t t i n g onto the course that 
you can en j oy in Keokuk, K a n k a k e e or 

But it won ' t continue that w a y if Lux-
fo rd and his companion planners and 
boosters of L .A . on the Recreat ion and 
P a r k s department manage to sell other 
c i t y o f f i c ia l s on what ' s needed in gol f 
fac i l i t i es around the southern Cal i fornia 
metropol is . 

O, 8. Keelsr {L> awards Gol f Wrl tars ' Wil l iam D. 
Richardson memorial plaque and trophy to Robert 
Hudson, Portland golf promoter, at Augusta 

National club. 

Hudson Receives Richardson 
Trophy at Augusta National 

Robert A . Hudson, Po r t l and (Ore . ) in-
dustrial ist, wholesale grocer , f isherman 
and go l fe r , received the W i l l i am D. 
Richardson Memor ia l t rophy awarded by 
the Golf Wr i t e r s ' Assoc iat ion of Amer ica 
f o r 1947's outstanding contribution to gol f 
during the Masters ' invitat ional tourney 
at the Augus ta Nat i ona l club. 

The energet ic 60 year old Oregonian 
who started l i f e as a 14 year old o f f i c e 
boy and became a f ru i t and fish tycoon 
had to wa i t a f ew days be fore he actual ly 
had in hand the 16-inch high Sheff ie ld 
s i lver urn which the nation's gol f scribes 
voted to him. Secre ta ry Char les Bar t l e t t 
(Ch icago T r ibune ) had the t rophy shipped 
f r o m Chicago to Augus ta In plenty of 
t ime, but it was lost in transit . 

In lieu of the presentat ion. President-
E l ec t O. B. Kee l e r I A t l an ta Journal ) of 
the G . W . A . bestowed a Gol f Wr i t e r s ' 
badge on Mr. Hudson at the Masters ' an-
nual beefsteak dinner on the night of the 
tournament 's first round. T w o days later, 
the t rophy turned up In t ime f o r O. B. to 
make f o rma l presentation to Mr. Hudson 
In the Masters ' press tent, hard by the 
Nat ional ' s first tee. M r Hudson said he 
was just as t ickled with the Golf Wr i t e r s ' 
badge as he was w i th the trophy and the 
accompany ing plaque, of which he wi l l re-
tain permanent possession. T h e trophy it-
self wi l l be returned a f t e r one year , to 


