
Bertholy Promotes, 
Sandusky Golf Booms 

By HY WESTON 

Dr iv ing a long the scenic sooth shore of 
L ake Erie, on routes 2 and 6 in Ohio, an 
exceptional ly attract ive r ange stretches 
out fo r 225 yards in prominent view, with 
a bril l iant display of l ight ing and neon 
with 5 ft. letters telling us this is the 
Sandusky Gol f Range . It is a chapter in 
the story of h o w Sandusky, a city of 
30.000, w a s administered golf promotion 
in large effective doses, 

Paul Bertho ly . a gol f pro, is the reason 
fo r the story. 

Golf did not a l w a y s en joy the popular -
ity in the local ity it now does. Bertholy, 
.13 years old, of Eng l i sh -Ge rman descent, 
started cad dy ing when he w a s abou t ten 
years old. So the promotional period runs 
over a 23 yea r stretch, prov ing the w i s -
dom of caddie development. 

Caddy ing at the P l u m Brook CC , Be r -
tholy found his first real love, gol f . A 
caddie team w a s organized and matches 
w i th out -o f - town caddie teams resulted in 
a long s t r ing of w i n s with Bertholy , now 
13, rushing the results to the local paper. 
S t rong and last ing fr iendships were being 
made and thus without real iz ing it. the 
young gol f enthusiast w a s laying a firm 
foundation fo r f avorab le public relations. 

The caddie team had done so we l l that 
a h igh school team w a s fo rmed by San -
dusky high school Principal Wh inne ry , 
present Supt. of Schools. This team, of 
which Bertho ly w a s a member, wen t un-
de feated f o r three yea r s of match play. 
Bertholy, w o r k i n g now for the local paper 
while attending school, took care of the 
coverage. 

In the meantime. W o o d l a w n . a public 
course, w a s opened but fai led because the 
town w a s not ready fo r a fee course. 

P a u l Bertholy 

Opening in 1930. it fai led in 1935, w i th 
Bertholy and his brother Char les trying 
to revive it dur ing 1936. The effort 
proved to be a fai lure. 

F ina l ly gett ing the C i ty Commiss ioners 
interested in a W P A golf p ro ject in 1938, 
g round w a s broken in 1939, and on Deco-
ration Day , 1910, a 9 hole course w a s 
opened to the public w i th Bertholy as 
p ro -manager . The go ing w a s most d i f f i -
cult w i th the course not be ing finished 
when the commission split in d isagree -
ment. In junction w a s threatened with one 
commissioner predicting that the course 
would not have 25 people on it in a 
whnle year . 

F i n g e r s we r e pointed at the fa i lure of 
the first public course five years before. 
Wi th f a i r w a y s incomplete and the re-
mainder of the W P A funds not for thcom-
ing, the new course had t w o str ikes on it 
be fo re it started. W i t h high school boys 
on week-ends, Ber tho ly cleared up most 
of the rock -s t rewn f a i r w a y s . It w a s sug -
gested that trees be left s tand ing so when 
the course fai led, it could be used a s a 
picnic park. 

A s the course progressed under the ab le 
guidance of Bertholy, trees were removed 
f rom the center of f a i r w a y s and f rom in 
front of greens. Tees and greens were 
enlarged, f a i r w a y s w e r e topdressed and 
fertilized until today the course of fers a 
good p lay ing layout. 

N o ext ra funds w e r e fo r thcoming for 
this f inishing work , but Ber tho ly and his 
caddies had a plan and It worked . Each 
yea r Ber tho ly would select six to ten of 
his most ab le caddies, and wi th these boys 
set to w o r k to improve the course. These 
boys earned memberships this way , and 
Bertho ly a lso r ewarded them wi th golf 

Thi i go l f fdfig® const ruc ted end opera ted by Paul Bertholy at Sandusky, O., is p rov ing a powerfu l 
fac tor in deve lop ing new golfers. N i g h t opera t ion is especial ly a t t rac t i ve t o beginners. 



c l u b s a n d p l e n t y of l essons . S l o w l y a p r o -
g r a m w a s b e i n g evo l ved , a n d the f e e l i n g 
a g a i n s t the cou r se w a s b e i n g l i cked w i t h 
m o r e a n d m o r e g o l f e r s b e c o m i n g in -
te res ted . 

F r o m the ou t s e t B e r t h o l y o r g a n i z e d 
go l f l e a g u e s w h i c h g r e w m o r e p o p u l a r 
a s t ime w e n t by , till f o u r l e a g u e s w e r e in 
o p e r a t i o n a n d the c o u n t r y c lub in t o w n 
had a l s o cop i ed the p l an w i t h a ten t e a m 
l e a g u e of i t s o w n . 

R e v i v e s H i g h S c h o o l I n t e r e s t 

B e r t h o l y w e n t b e f o r e the h i g h school 
and l e c t u r e d on go l f l o t he in te re s ted 
s tudent s . T h e h i g h school g o l f t e a m h a d 
been d r o p p e d d u e to l a c k of in te res t , B e r -
tho ly r e v i v e d th i s i n t e r e s t w i t h f r e e les -
sons to b o t h b o y s a n d g i r l s , a l s o f u r n i s h -
ing f r e e b a l l s a n d c lubs . T h e m o s t t a l en t ed 
of B e r t h o l y ' s y o u n g f o l l o w e r s p r o v e d to 
b e a b o y n a m e d L e o B i a g e t t i , w h o 
p r o m p t l y s e t t he j u n i o r s t a t e g o l f c i rc les 
on fire w i t h his t a l ent s . G o l f in te res t 
b e g a n to m o u n t . L e o w o n the T o l e d o 
D i s t r i c t J u n i o r T i t l e th ree y e a r s r u n n i n g , 
s m a s h i n g r e c o r d s r i g h t a n d l e f t . H e 
c o p p e d the c i t y and c o u n t y t i t les . C h i c k 
H e n d r i c k s o n , a P l u m B r o o k cadd i e , w a s 
g i v e n the o p p o r t u n i t y to p l a y b y B i l l 
G o r d o n , the P l u m B r o o k p ro . a n d go l f w a s 
on the m o v e . C h i c k w o n the N a t i o n a l 
C a d d i e t o u r n a m e n t a t C o l u m b u s in 1946. 

I n 1947, a S a n d u s k y h i g h schoo l t e a m 
of L e o B i a g e t t i , C h i c k H e n d r i c k s o n . P e t e 
K o e l s c h a n d A r t K u r t z w a l k e d off w i t h 
the s t a te h i gh schoo l g o l f c h a m p i o n s h i p , 
w i t h Leo , w h o h a d a l r e a d y w o n the O h i o 
J u n i o r c r o w n , s u c c e e d i n g F r a n k S t r a n a -
han . n o w a n n e x i n g the s t a t e h i g h s c h o o l 
i nd i v idua l t it le a s we l l . 

T o d a y P l u m B r o o k C C h a s a b o u t a l l 
t he m e m b e r s t h e y c a n h a n d l e a n d M i l l s 
C r e e k cou r se is b u s y f r o m s u n u p to s u n 
d o w n . B e r t h o l y h a s finished his n e w p ro -
j ec t , his g o l f r a n g e , B e r t h o l y l e f t the c i t y 
c o u r s e in the f a l l of 1916 a n d b y the 
F o u r t h of Ju ly h a d c o m p l e t e d his m o d e r n 
r a n g e , i n c o r p o r a t i n g his o w n p l a n s . T h e 
e i gh t m o s t p r o m i s i n g h i g h schoo l b o y s 
r e ce i v e the i r p r a c t i c e f r e e a t the go l f 
r a n g e a n d B e r t h o l y p r ed i c t s a n o t h e r 
r e a l l y t o u g h t e a m b y 1949. 

S o m e of the p r o m o t i o n a l s t u n t s t h a t 
B e r t h o l y f ee l s h e l p e d the g r o w t h of g o l f 
w e r e the e xh i b i t i on s of p ro s tha t B e r -
t h o l y s t a g e d a n d the n e w nove l t o u r n a -
m e n t that he he ld . H e p e r s o n a l l y u n d e r -
w r o t e b r i n g i n g B y r o n N e l s o n a n d J u g 
M c S p a d e n to S a n d u s k y in 1945 a n d his 
c i ty h a n d i c a p t o u r n a m e n t d r e w fields of 
128 f o r f o u r y e a r s in a r o w . 

A t n i g h t s w h e n y o u see the s k y lit u p 
w i t h 77,000 w a t t s of e l ec t r i c i ty t h a t is 
B e r t h o l y ' s n e w e s t w a y of w r i t i n g go l f on 
the S a n d u s k y ho r i zon . 

/ f s On T/ie House 
By T O M R E A M 

Mgr., Westmoreland CC 

T h e b i g g e s t I t e m a c luh h a s to sell is 
s e rv i ce , mid the b i g g e r a n d f iner the c l u b 
tho g r e a t e r l l ie p r o b l e m o r p r o v i d i n g 
p e r f e c t s e rv i ce , 

# * * 

C o n t a c t a n d t h o r o u g h t r a i n i n g w i l l 
m a k e p e r f e c t s e r v i c e a hab i t , j u s t a s 
s u r e l y a s l a c k of t r a i n i n g w i l l m a k e s l a ck , 
i n e f f i c i e n t s e r v i c e a hab i t . 

Y o u ' v e g o t to he g o o d t o k e e p a h e a d . 

T e m p e r a t u r e cont ro l is e s sen t i a l f o r 
e c o n o m i c a l o p e r a t i o n of b o t h h e a t i n g a n d 
coo l i n g e q u i p m e n t . 

* * * 

S u p e r i o r f e a t u r e s of b e a u t y , s a f e t y , 
s a n i t a t i o n a n d l ight m a k e f o r s u c c e s s f u l 
m o d e r n i z a t i o n of c l ub , 

» • * 

D e p e n d a b i l i t y h a s no s u b s t i t u t e . 

P u t b r a c e s on f u r n i t u r e tha t h a s he -
c o m e l oose in the j o in t s . 

T h e o n l y w a y l a b o r cos t s can b e c u t is 
to insta l l b e t t e r a n d m o r e u p - t o - d a t e 
e q u i p m e n t . 

T h e honest e m p l o y e e w e l c o m e s a c h e c k 
on his w o r k . 

P l e a s e the w o m e n a n d you ' l l sell t he 
e n t i r e f a m i l y . 

lit 

P e r s e v e r a n c e Is r a t ed a s a p r i m e r e -
q u i r e m e n t on a p p l i c a t i o n f o r m s d r a u n u p 
b y s o m e of t o d a y ' s b i g g e s t bus ines s firms. 

• • • 

D o e s y o u r ch ina , g l a s s a n d s i l v e r w a r e 
b l e n d w i t h the n e w m o d e r n co l o r s c h e m e ? 
W o m e n not ice s u c h th ing s . 

t i t 
F o r m o s t Jobs, It 's best to a v n l d b o t h 

s l o w - p o k e s a n d w o r l d h e a t e r s a n d s t i ck 
o n l y to the h a p p y m e d i u m . 

* » » 

I t ' s no l o n g e r n e c e s s a r y to use w h i t e t o 
p r o v e s an i t a t i on . 

* » * 

C h e a p b r u s h e s resu l t in a c h e a p pa in t 
j o b . 

* * * 

S m a r t d e c o r a t i o n is t he key t o s u c c e s s -
fu l r e m o d e l i n g . 


