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Public Course Pays Pro 

By HAROLD G R A H A M 

Professional, Silver Lake Golf d eb . Stolen Island. N.Y. 

T h e g r e a t e s t u n d e v e l o p e d a s s e t f o r p r o -
f e s s i o n a l g o l f m e r c h a n t s in this c o u n t r y is 
t he pub l i c l i nks g o l f e r . H e is j u s t as f a s t 
w i t h a d o l l a r a s a p r i v a t e c l ub m e m b e r . H e 
o f t e n is a b e t t e r p l a y e r t h a n the a v e r a g e 
c o u n t r y c l u b p l a y e r a n d he s h o u l d be, f o r 
he loves the g a m e j u s t a s m u c h a s the p r i -
v a t e c l u b p l a y e r a n d m u s t t r i u m p h o v e r in -
c o n v e n i e n c e s a n d g e n e r a l l y p l a y s o f t e n e r . 

T h e s e f a c t s I ' v e l e a r n e d in 20 y e a r s a s 
c a d d y a n d g o l f p r o f e s s i o n a l on b o t h p u b l i c 
a n d p r i v a t e c ou r s e s . A n d the se a r e the 
f a c t s t h a t e n a b l e m e to se l l s u c c e s s f u l l y , 
to the s u r p r i s e o f m a n y p r o s a n d dea l e r s , 
e x t e n s i v e e q u i p m e n t to t h e " l i t t l e m a n . " 

I r e c e n t l y r e c e i v e d a l e t t e r f r o m the 
g e n e r a l m a n a g e r of o n e o f t he c o u n t r y ' s 
l e a d i n g go l f c o m p a n i e s . H e a s k e d m e i f 
I cou ld e x p l a i n w h y I sel l f o u r t i m e s m o r e 
t o p - p r i c e d g o l f b a l l s t h a n c h e a p e r ba l l s . 

T h e g o l f e r s a t m y c l u b w o u l d r a t h e r b u y 
t h r e e h i g h - p r i c e d b a l l s t h a n s ix c h e a p ba l l s . 
T h i s ho lds t r u e w i t h w o m e n a s w e l l a s men . 

T h e pub l i c l i n k s g o l f e r w a n t s the b e s t 
e q u i p m e n t he c a n b u y a n d h e g e t s it. H e 
w i l l not b u y c h e a p e q u i p m e n t . 

In m y 20 y e a r s a s a g o l f p r o f e s s i o n a l I 
h a v e s pen t 18 y e a r s a s p r o a t the S i l v e r 
L a k e G C o n S t a t e n I s l and , o n e of t he 10 

m u n i c i p a l c o u r s e s r u n b y the N e w Y o r k 
C i t y P a r k D e p a r t m e n t . B e f o r e I b e c a m e a 
p u b l i c l i nks pro, I c a d d l e d a n d w o r k e d a t 
v a r i o u s p r i v a t e c l ub s . I f e e l t h a t I a m in a 
pos i t ion to j u d g e . 

In m y p r o s h o p I c a r r y a c o m p l e t e l ine o f 
g o l f m e r c h a n d i s e a n d the p r i c e s r a n g e f r o m 
the l o w e s t to the h i g h e s t tha t c a n be ob -
ta ined , T h i s s ea son I h a v e n o t ye t been 
a b l e to sel l a g o l f c l u b tha t r e t a i l s f o r $5.0.). 
B u t I h a v e sold s e t s of e i g h t i rons r a n g i n g 
f r o m $52 t o $100. 

" L i t t l e M a n " B i g C u s t o m e r 

T h i s m e r c h a n d i s e is s o l d to the " l i t t l e 
m a n " w h o l oves the g a m e so we l l he w i l l 
c o m e b y s u b w a y , " e l " o r b u s a s we l l a s In 
his o w n c a r . T h i s is t he m a n o r w o m a n w h o 
w i l l a r r i v e a t the c l u b h o u s e a t 7 a .m. on a 
S a t u r d a y o r S u n d a y a n d w a i t th ree o r f o u r 
h o u r s b e f o r e t ee ing of f . O n w e e k d a y s he 
a r r i v e s a t 6 a .m. a n d s o m e t i m e s s t a y s unt i l 
8 : 30 o r f) p .m. 

T h i s m a n or w o m a n w i l l n o t c o m p l a i n 
a b o u t a b a d l ie in a t r a p o r f a i r w a y o r 
c r i t i c i ze the p r o o r g r e e n k e e p e r if the w i n d 
is s t r o n g . T h e s e a r e the p e o p l e w h o r e a l i z e 
t h a t w h e n 400 to 500 o t h e r g o l f e r s (300 to 
400 on w e e k d a y s ) a r e p l a y i n g the s a m e 
c o u r s e on the s a m e d a y t h e y m u s t e x p e c t 

S u p p o r t i n g his c o n t e n t i o n t h a t t h e p u b l i c l i n ts g o l f e r w a n t s t h e best e q u i p m e n t t h a t m o n e y can b u y 
is th i s d i s p l a y o f t o p q u a l i t y m e r c h a n d i s e in H a r o l d G r a h a m ' s we l l - s t ocked p u b l i c course p r o shop 
t h a t w i l l p u t m a n y a p r i v a t e course p r o shop t o shame. C l u b - f i t t i n g a n d r e c o n d i t i o n i n g a re o t h e r 

i m p o r t a n t serv ices n o t o v e r l o o k e d by bus inessman G r a h a m , 
(56 Gutjdom 



I I I J I t o w 
Si/mho! of fin if Cluh Excel lence 
J O C K H U T C H I S O N and B E T T Y H I C K S 

P R E C I S I O N - B U I L T G O L F C L U B S 
Far 

M E N and W O M E N 
T h r e e I inctive Style* and Fr ier Knnfce 

almi 
M i l k e n o f T l i e New 

I H I B O W H . C . — S U P E R 803 C O V E R 
G O L F B A L L 

Tile f i l iwl Golf Bull that run In* made. 

Write fur tlfurriplirp /tiltier and price list. 

J. A. Ut IROW MFC. CO. 
190j-U Milwaukee Ave. Chicago 4, HI. 

A M E R I C A S STURDIEST CARRIER 

$ 2 ] 5 0 

It's beautiful — and really 
built to take it. A top 
profit item for your pro 
shop — a rental money 
maker for the club. 

TOP DISCOUNTS to 
professionals and recog-
nised clubs 

Write today for details. 

Outboard motor mount 
$2,75, 

Price* Subject to Change without Notice 

BOYD, 7 ( 1 E. F O U R T H 

I N C . R O Y A L O A K . M I C H . 

an occasional t e m p o r a r y g r een or tee. 

Don ' t try to sell these people in fe r io r 
merchandise . T h e y w a n t qua l i ty and they 
shou ld ge t it. 

M y ass i s tant and shop m a n a g e r a r e told 
to a ccommoda te anyone w h o comes Into 
the shop ; not to b rush anyone off, as is 
o f ten the case when the p ro is out teaching. 

I b r e a k matched sets of irons and woods 
in o rder to sell indiv idual c lubs, which the 
p r iva te c lub p ro or s to re dea le r wil l not do. 
I do this as a f a v o r to the g o l f e r and b y 
do ing so I m a k e a cus tomer of someone 
w h o might o the rw i se be lost. 

A s soon as possib le stock is released. I 
do not bel ieve in e m p t y she lves in m y shop 
du r i ng the go l f ing season. A n d I have 
f ound It does not p a y to c a r r y a smal l line 
of merchandise . 

T h e a v e r a g e g o l f e r does not w a n t to 
o rder s i ght unseen. H e w a n t s to t ake a 
c lub in his hand a n d ge t the feel of it. 
M o r e c lubs are so ld w h e n a g o l f e r can 
come In and shop a r o u n d and pick u p a 
club a n d w a g g l e It and s w i n g it a f e w t imes 
and, Y E S . even hit a bal l or two w i t h It, 
Th i s w a y , a club sel ls itself . 

I bel ieve a p ro should c a r r y at least f ou r 
d i f f e rent makes of go l f equ ipment in d i f -
f e r ent pr ice r a n g e s s o the g o l f e r can m a k e 
a compar i son r i gh t then a n d there. 

I f a g o l f e r w a n t s to t r a d e in his old c lubs 
f o r a n e w set w e a l l o w him a f a i r and 
r e a s o n a b l e price and tell him we wil l hold 
his old set fo r ope w e e k if he thinks he can 
g e t a better pr ice f o r it e l sewhere . 

W e then recondit ion the c lubs and sell 
them to a p l aye r w h o cannot a f fo rd a new 
set, o r w e use them f o r g r o u p instruction. 

C l u b F i l l i n g Is F e a t u r e d 

M y ass istant , John M u r p h y , w h o lias had 
a g o o d m a n y y e a r s exper ience as an in-
s t ructor a n d c l u b m a k e r , a l so sees to it that 
w h e n someone buys clubs, the c lubs a r e 
p roper ly fitted. I h a v e been most f o r tuna te 
in h a v i n g a m a n of M u r p h y ' s cha rac te r 
and ab i l i ty w o r k i n g f o r me. 

Recent ly , a y o u n g boy of 13 c a m e into 
m y shop all smi les w i t h a n e w set of i rons 
he h a d jus t received f r o m his f a the r as a 
g r a d u a t i o n g i f t f r o m g r a m m a r school. He 
a s k e d m e to g i ve h im a lesson. 

W h e n I g o t h im out on the lesson tee I 
d i scovered the b o y h a d been g i ven a set of 
irons that w o u l d have been h e a v y For a 
man w e i g h i n g 200 pounds. W h e n c lubs are 
b o u g h t a t r andom both the instructor and 
pupil w o r k under a terr i f ic handicap . 

I n this case. I s p o k e to the father , who , 
of course , w a s not a go l f e r , I promised 
him I w o u l d t ry to ge t the best price pos-



sible for the clubs in the pro shop. I sug-
gested he have a pro select cFiibs for the 
young boy. 

To develop more golfers, I arrange group 
lessons at various social clubs at special 
rates. This season I have one class a week. 

M a k e s It E a * y to B e g i n 

1 supply all the equipment necessary and 
anyone who really wants to learn goJf does 
not have to invest one penny in equipment 
until he is sure he would like to become a 
golfer. I also invite class members to use 
a golf net I have installed alongside the 
first tee and again I supply the balls and 
clubs free of charge. 

Against the time these beginners step 
out on the course I have also arranged a 
time payment system with one of the local 
banks for any of them who wants to buy 
equipment on the installment plan. 

For all gol fers I Import a f ew times each 
year movies with sound showing the pro-
fessionals In action. The movies are run 
off a t the club house and I ' ve found they 
really go over big with go l fers from both 
private and public courses. 

I have surveyed most of the golf clubs In 
my area and I 've discovered that f ew pro 

-FOR THE COMPLETE 
LINE OF GOLF BAGS 
W I T H T H E M O S T 
ORIGINAL S T Y L E S -
FINE MATERIALS — 
AND BUDGET PRICES 
T O S E L L E V E R Y 
GOLF BAG PROSPECT. 

order from 

r#f c*£*resr fMAAtef /m coif 

" 1 5 TO 20 M O R E Y A R D S P E H D R I V E 
WITH R E Y N O L D S A L U M I N U M ' W O O D S " ' 
. . . says Bob Hamilton, former P. G. A. Champion 

" T h a t ' s what I 'm ge t t ing o n my dr ives , " 
cont inues Bob H a m i l t o n , shown here 
w i t h the N e w Or leans O p e n T rophy he 
c a p t u r e d t h i s year u s i n g h i s ( lew 
Reynolds A l u m i n u m " W o o d s . " 
These new clubs of fer many advantages 
in added durab i l i t y and p a y a b i l i t y , but 
the i r ou t s tand ing feature is the s imple 
device by w h i c h the balance can be ad-
justed t o fit the player's s w i n g . 
A l ready 1948 s c lub sensation , . .avai l -
able exclusively t h rough Pro Shops. 

S c r e w Plug in Sola tarries 
weights of 1/16 ox. each. Put 
in as many as needed to give 
the club head the right heft. 
Weights lock firmly in place. 

S o l d O n l y in P r o S h o p s 
by experts who "tailor" each 
club to the player's require-
ment. Attractive Boor display 
shows the complete set of four 
Reynolds Aluminum" Woods." 

R E Y N O L D S v ^ j ^ W e , A L U M I N U M " W O O D S " 

For furtbtr information writt to REYNOLDS METALS CO., Sports Division, UuimUt I, Ktnturkj 

Mv, WW fi9 



M I D - S E A S O N L E A D E R S 
IN P R O S H O P S A L E S 

T W O - T O N E D BEAUTY (n G O L F J A C K E T S 

. . . N e w 'peaC&eueetf&t Reversible 
I N W A T E R REPELLENT P O P L I N 

S n u r t l T l i n e d f o r f r e o - i w l m r i m o o m l o r t u d i l l - w n t h e r 
p r o l e r n o d T w o c o l o r c o m b i n a t i o n s — T a n - F o r w t G r e e n . 
T a a - f r e a m I ' r . - , ! t o r e t e l l a b o u t 1 1 3 t o J I ' 

F I N E 
5 H 1 R T S 

F O R M E N 
Sugeoilad 

Detail 
#9009- Fine While Broidrtodi Shirts, Frio 
nucte with soft built-up collars (stays). $5.SO 
# i U I . Cotlir-burron-down White Ox-
ford Shirts $ 5 . 0 0 

jM ay He ordered ftom Hoc A at all timet 
H E - O R D E R P A D S A V A I L A B L E U P O N R E Q U E S T 

K i d M o h a i r s 
A u s t r a l i a n 

Z e p h rs 
f o r T h e Go l f P ro fess iona l 

G O L F 1 1 / 1 1 • « 
BY 

C A M P B E L L . . . 
O F C A N A D A 

D E S I G N E D FOR I N S T A N C E 

So ld t h r u Professionals only. 

S C O G G J N S 

LUG-GOLFER SHOES 
A new idea In comfort, confidence and convanianca 
your players will anthuit over. Popular priced, In 
all til** for man and woman. 
S O L D I N P R O S H O P S O N L Y 

WRITE FOR PRICES A N D C A T A L O G 

Immediate Delivery 

H O W A ft D S C O G G I N S 
G O L F C O M P A N Y 

DUNEDIN FLORIDA 

shops measure up to the rest of the club 
building. Some of the pr ivate clubs I 've 
visited have beauti fu l locker rooms, ba r s 
and restaurants , but the pro shops look 
more like run-down caddy houses. 

A t the beginning of this season I had my 
shop, which is ideally located between the 
first and tenth tees, redecorated. Stained 
asbestos shingles cover the wai l s h a l f w a y 
up. A b o v e them a r e handpainted green 
silhouettes of pa lm trees, a beach, moun-
tains. There a r e nautical l ights and a 
g a m boo shade to separate the repair bench 
f r om the main shop and show cases. The 
shop boy Is told that dust must not settle 
on any of the merchandise at any time. 

M y shop is in the baaement, but the 
modern decor g ives it a light, breezy air 
and the go l f e r s like it, j udg ing f r o m their 
comments. 

The public l inks go l f e r s deserve any 
good the pro can do fo r them, I have found 
time and time aga in they will r emember 
you fo r any f a vo r you do them and they 
wil l patronize your shop a s much as they 
possibly can. 

Managers Association Names 
Vice-Presidents 

John J. Pomeroy , pres., C lub M a n a g e r s 
Assn of Amer i ca and mgr . . Red Run GC. 
Roya l Oak . Mich., announces appoint-
ments of f o l l ow ing regional vps of the 
C M A. 
florry 0. Andrews 
O a k l e y f ' f u n l r r O t n b 
W a t e r S o w n , .M 
0 , M a c A r r o v s m i l h 
C o l o n i a l C o u n t r y f l u b 
M " t u j i l i i * 1 I . T i t : i . 
Arthur 11. Critic 
Mtterwriod C*m ry Clab 
Portland I I , Oregon 
Page Curren 
River ('mot Country Club 
Fort Worth 7. Tphiih 
frank flowif 
Men Moines Club 
1 >,'x M n i r v v l o w * 
A l A . P e y e r a h r n d 
ftfiofaanr* I ' r o * * C l u b 
S | » . k n t u \ W a i > i i ^ - t i . r i 
c . W . G e l w k k 
tfyer* P a r k C l u b . I n< \ 
C h a r l o t t e 7 . N . C . 
C a r l J . J f l i l o n 
G l e o K i d j f n C o u n t r y C l u b 
l i l n n R l t t j r c . N . J . 
i l t ' i i r w A J o ! * ' 
A t h e n a A t h l p i u - ( H u b 
( l o l l l a n d , C a l i f . 

H o r r y l i s ' 1 , ' r w m 
f t iughamton Club 
H i h j f b e i n t i r t i . N . Y . 
J a r u o t t H M o n l f o r i 
N a t i o n a l I r r — r i n i , 
W a s h i n g t o n 4 . P . C . 
. I j t m p H J . O C o n n o r 

Country Club 
Charleston 20, W, Va. 
M rr.-l O. Pontilton 
I n d i a n f r r ^ - k C . C . Inc. 
M i a m i B e a c l i J I . F l o r i d a 
K a y m o u d 1.' h- -dr 
K l f ca C l u b N o . I T 
D o n o r . C o l o r a d o 
W i l l i a m t \ t t o u l o 
M i ' l a r i r I r . t r > C l u h 
New I hS.'i, -n 2Q l.n 
W i l l i a m I I S l n u f f P I . J r . 
t T n i o n " M o f r h i l n . 
P h i l a d e l p h i a , P e n n . 
W. L. Stewart 
A l l s f l u b 
s a l t b a k e C i t y , I ' l a h 
K . A , V r t t r r 
r , > r l a g c C o u n t r y C l u b 
A k r o n . O h i o 

J. P. Tonetti, mgr. , N e w Haven (Conn . ) 
CC. has been appointed chmn., C M A Pub -
lic Relations committee. Reg iona l vps are 
members of this committee which is to 
promote club m a n a g e r s publicity and de-
velop public and trade understanding of 
managers* problems and plans. 

C M A wil l hold its 19(9 convention a t 
Hotel Statler, Detroit, F e b r u a r y 6-9. 


